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NATURE 
PLAY

It's all about sensory experiences; children judge nature by how they can interact with it 
rather than by how it looks. And all the manufactured equipment and all the indoor 
instructional materials produced by the best educators in the world can't substitute for 
how it feels to a child to build a trench in the sand or squish mud between her toes. And 
they cannot replace the sensory moment when a child's attention is captured by the 
sparkle of sunlight through leaves, the sight of butterflies or a colony of ants, or the 
infinite space in an iris flower.

- Vicki L. Stoecklin, M.Ed


