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NATIONAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
TOTAL CASES:  5,023,64948,690 NEW CASES
TOTAL DEATHS: 161,842558 NEW DEATHS

Source: NY Times





IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON AFRICAN-AMERICANS

Disproportionate impact on:
Hospitalizations
Deaths
Jobs/Finances
Mental Health 



RACISM AFFECTS EVERY FACET OF THE BLACK 
EXPERIENCE AND DRIVES VULNERABILITY TO COVID-19

• Higher rate of co-morbidities such as 
hypertension and diabetes (themselves driven by 
healthcare inequities)

• Less access to testing and treatment
• More likely to be poorer, unemployed/ 

underemployed, live in substandard housing, 
work in blue collar jobs where they cannot work 
from home, more likely to rely on public transit 

• Higher rates of incarceration
• Less comfort with wearing a mask due to fear of 

being targeted by individuals and police



COVID-19 AND MENTAL HEALTH





MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT DISPARITIES



TRAUMA IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY TAKES MANY FORMS

• Individual trauma: driven by negative life events 

• Complex trauma: multi-generational trauma driven by 
poverty, abuse, witnessing community violence & police 
violence

• Collective trauma: slavery, natural disasters (ex: Katrina)

• Historical and cultural trauma: the public narrative that can 
perpetuate trauma by leaving long lasting memories in the 
consciousness of the group and can serve as reminders of the 
dehumanization and devaluation of a group 


	RACISM & COVID-19: PUBLIC HEALTH CRISES 
	NATIONAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
	Slide Number 3
	IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON AFRICAN-AMERICANS
	RACISM AFFECTS EVERY FACET OF THE BLACK EXPERIENCE AND DRIVES VULNERABILITY TO COVID-19
	COVID-19 AND MENTAL HEALTH
	Slide Number 7
	MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT DISPARITIES
	TRAUMA IN THE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY TAKES MANY FORMS

