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What are harmful algal blooms (HABS)?

 Cyanobacteria cause HABs

» Occur in stagnant, warm, and high nutrient
water

o Can produce harmful toxins

 Humans and animals may be affected

 How to identify a HAB

» Green or blue to red or brown
» Sometimes a scum will be present

» Odor of rotting plants
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My Project

 [dentify community needs
 Create accessible materials
* Reporting system

 Line of communication between TOXIC ALGAE PRESENT
local veterinary clinics and the Clark Lake unsafe for people and pets

County Public Health Department Until further notice:

+ Do not swim or water ski.
No nade o practique el esqui acuatico
« Help inform advisories i e it
» Keep pets and livestock away.
Mantenga alejados las mascotas y el ganado.

¢ Clean fish well and distard guts.
Limpie bien el pescado y deseche las tripas.

. Avcud areas of scum when boatlng
Evite las areas con espuma o verdin cuando ande en lan

Call your doctor or veterinarian if you or your animals have
sudden or unexplained si Imess or signs of poisoning.

Reportnew algae blooms to Department of Ecology: | Call your local health department:

360-407-6000

For more information: www.doh.wa.got thf lgae/ [/ 7Y apod
ndextins P Health
ey

WWW.eCy. wa.g| 1 html
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Project Methods

e Interviewed 33 local clinics

e 12 responses

 All but one clinic wanted to participate
 Interview talking points

* Frequency of patients with blue-green algae
poisoning

» Method of owner education and prevention

» Willingness to participate in a reporting
program

* How can the health department serve as a
resource

* Best mode of contact
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Proposal - Brochure

Dogs &
Harmful Algal
Blooms

(HABs)

HOW TO IDENTIFY

Blooms can be many differefitsalors,
from green or blue to red or brown?:
Sometimes, a scum will form on the

water's surface. As the bloom is
coming to an end, you may be able to
smell an odor of rotting plants.

The Clark County Public Health
Department conducts routine
monitoring. Visit the website for
current updates on local blooms.

WHAT ARE HABs?

Cyanobacteria are the bacteria that
can cause harmful algal blooms. The
blooms usually occur in bodies of
water that are relatively stagnant,
warm, and contain excess nutrients
in the form of phosphorus and
nitrogen. While the blooms often
occur during the summer and fall,
they can occur all year round.

https://www.clark.wa.gov/public-
health/public-beaches

HOW CAN | KEEP
MY ANIMAL SAFE?

Do not let your dog drink,

These blooms can produce toxins
that can be harmful to dogs,
livestock, and humans. It is not
possible to tell if a bloom contains

toxins just by looking at it. Therefore,

when in doubt, stay out!

wade, or swim in water with a
HAB

Do not let your animal eat
scum or algae.

Wash your pets with clean
water after contact with a
water body.

Use the website-above for
current-updates.

When in doubt,
stay out!
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Proposal - Newsletter

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM
VETERINARY UPDATE

Harmful algal blooms (HABS) are caused by cyanobacteria. These bacteria can
prosduce hep ins, neph ins, ins, and/or dermal woxins tha
can be hammful to animals, livestock, and humans,

This newsletter provides notfications sbout cusrent blooms with the goal of
providing kocal vetennary chinics real time updates about HABs thar arc
relevant to our community on 2 week-to-week basis when a bloom s
occurring, The goal is 1o provide vererinaries with the informarion to keep
pets and their owners safe from local HABs.

Clark County Public Health eoBeeted warer samples from (insert lakes here)
w0 determine if woxins arc in the warer, The resulis have informed the
fuallowing advisory deasions.

= (Lake name and advisony)

*  (Lake name and advisory)

Please reference the images on the following pages for how w keep chients
and pets safe. IF there is ever a doubt about the safety of the water, cliental
should not ler their animals drink, swim, or wade in the water. The animal
should not ear scum or algae and the owner should ninse their per with clean
water if the animal does enter the lake. When in doubt, stay out!

Public Health will conninue o moniter the lake, and signs will be updared as
itinns change. Addi I inf wn and current advisorics are posted
on the Public Health beach website. https:/ fwww.clirkwa gov/ public-

health/ public-heaches

INFORMATION
ABOUT
CYANOBACTERIA

= You cannol tell f a bloom is
toxic by looking at it

* Algal blooms are mest
common in summer but
can also occur at any time
of year.

* Toxins produced by blue-
green algae may be
present during a visible
bloom or may persist after
a bloom has disappeared.
Blooms can also be
produced by other algae
species that are not
harmful.



Proposal - OHHBAS Reporting System

One Health Harmful Algal Bloom System (OHHABS) Acimel

**Note: Create or update a report by di ¢l form to this animal form.
If reparting more than one animal, please create one report for each animal unless they are part of a large herd, flock,
school of fis

What is the caty of animal(s) being a7 (eq. wikdife, domestic pet, bvestock)

What type of animalis) are you reporting? (e.q. dog bird fish!

le.g. beagle. b fican, catfish)

Does this illness report describe a single animal or a group of animals?

[ Single animal (e.g. dog, bird, sea lion) [ Group of animats je.g. fish kil fock of birds, herd of cartie)
If reperting a single animal: Ifreporting a group of animals:
Whatis the ageoftheanimal? ___ years How many animals were affected?
What is the weight of the animal? O kg Did the animalsdie? [1ves [INo [ Unknown
Did the animal die? [IYes [IMo [ Unknown How many dead animals
What condition was the animal found? (check all that apply) What condition were the animals found? {check ol thar apply)
O Adiver ] Fresh [ Seavenged O Alive [ Frash ] Scavenged
[ Decomposed [J Unknown [ Mot Appli [ D P [ Unknown ] Mot Applicable
Dates (MM/DD/YYYY]
Did the animal(s) have exposure to algae and/or algal toxins on a single dat Itiple dates? jcheck ame)
Osingledale [ Multiple dates [ Unknown
Date of first exposure: 1AM opPm
Date of last exposure: OaM OPM
Date of discovery: (m ] oPMm
Dateof iliness onset: ClAM CIPM
Date of death: S— 1AM CpPm

Date of notification ta Local, Territory, Tribal, or State Health Authorities
Date Remarks
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Application

» Pet-based businesses

» Materials could be editted to be used by groomers, boarders, and
other pet-based businesses

e Other health departments

» Create a statewide reporting system




Comments and questions

Clark County Public Service Center
1300 Franklin Street « PO Box 5000

Vancouver, WA 98666-5000
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