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• Cyanobacteria cause HABs
• Occur in stagnant, warm, and high nutrient 

water

• Can produce harmful toxins

• Humans and animals may be affected 

• How to identify a HAB
• Green or blue to red or brown 

• Sometimes a scum will be present

• Odor of rotting plants

What are harmful algal blooms (HABs)?
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• Identify community needs
• Create accessible materials
• Reporting system

• Line of communication between 
local veterinary clinics and the Clark 
County Public Health Department 

• Help inform advisories 

My Project
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• Interviewed 33 local clinics
• 12 responses

• All but one clinic wanted to participate 
• Interview talking points

• Frequency of patients with blue-green algae 
poisoning

• Method of owner education and prevention 

• Willingness to participate in a reporting 
program 

• How can the health department serve as a 
resource

• Best mode of contact 

Project Methods 
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Proposal - Brochure
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Proposal - Newsletter
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Proposal - OHHBAS Reporting System
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What was gained 
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• Pet-based businesses 
• Materials could be editted to be used by groomers, boarders, and 

other pet-based businesses
• Other health departments 

• Create a statewide reporting system 

Application
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Thank you!
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Comments and questions

Clark County Public Service Center

1300 Franklin Street • PO Box 5000

Vancouver, WA 98666-5000
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