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Program History

Conservation Futures Program instituted in 1985, renamed
Legacy Lands Program in 2006

Funded through property tax levy up to 6.25 cents / $1000 of
valuation (RCW 84.34)

5,044 acres acquired through 2019
$31,087,440 Conservation Futures Fund cost through 2019
$38,509,542 leveraged funds through 2019

Acquisitions have been made inside cities and in the
unincorporated area

Acquisitions have helped to assemble many well known parks
and natural areas in the County
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Presentation Notes
The program was instituted in 1985 as the Conservation Futures Program and it was renamed Legacy Lands in 2006
Revenue is generated by a property tax levy.  6.25 cents per $1,000 valuation is the maximum levy rate allowed by statute
The program has been very successful over its history, helping to acquire over 5,000 acres of land and leveraging county revenue by a greater than 1:1 ratio
Acquisitions have helped to assemble many of the well know parks and natural areas in the county



Significant Past Acquisitions

» Burnt Bridge Creek Greenway

« Vancouver Lake Lowlands/Frenchman’s Bar
« Salmon Creek Greenway

* Whipple Creek Regional Park Additions

» East Fork Lewis River Greenway

e Lucia and Moulton Falls

« Salmon and Morgan Creeks Natural Area

o Camp Currie, Lacamas, Round and Fallen
Leaf Lakes

 Washougal River Greenway
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Including those listed here.  Funds are distributed throughout the county and acquisitions have been made along all major creeks and lakes. As the county’s population has grown, public use of Legacy Lands has also increased significantly.  Many habitat restoration projects have been carried out on Legacy Lands and the long term investments made by county and partners are proving to be extremely valuable to support salmon recovery and water quality improvement initiatives.


Conservation Futures Fund

» Average annual levy collection 2015-2019: $2.38 million
* Up to 25% of prior year levy used for O & M

» At least 75% must be used for land acquisitions

* In 2017, council approved ten priority projects and authorized sale of bonds. $7

million bonds sold in 2018 to be repaid over 20 years.

* Fund balance through October: $11.5 million (includes 2018 bond sale revenue)
* Fund priorities:

* Debt service

* Operations & Maintenance

» 2017 approved bond projects

* New acquisitions
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The Conservation Futures Fund was instituted at the start as a dedicated fund to account for revenues and expenditures for the program
Average annual levy collection over the last five years was $2.38 million
Up to 25% of the prior year’s levy revenue is used for operation of the program and maintenance of properties
75% of prior year’s levy must be dedicated to conservation land acquisitions
In 2017 Council approved a list of ten priority acquisition projects and authorized the sale of bonds to finance them.  $7 million in bonds were sold in 2018 to be repaid over a 20-year period.
Fund balance through October, 2020 is $11.5 million and includes bond sale proceeds.
First priority for use of fund revenues is debt service, second is operations and maintenance, third is the bond projects list with other acquisitions undertaken as resources allow.



Why Update the Plan?

Maintain eligibility for
state and federal grants

 Engage partners in the
Legacy Lands Program

 Prioritize program work
activities

 Plan for the use of the
Conservation Futures
Fund
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The state Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO), a primary source of state grant funds and federal pass-through funds, requires project sponsors to update planning documents every 6 years to maintain grant eligibility.
The update provides the opportunity to engage conservation partners at the front end of a six year planning cycle;
A list of short term project opportunities will help staff to prioritize work activities; and
A list of short term County and partnership opportunities will be used to program use of the Conservation Futures Fund.



Plan Structure

Recreation and Conservation
Office (RCO) Required Plan
Elements:

« Conservation goals and objectives

* Inventory of conservation resources

* Public involvement process

e Conservation demand analysis

e Six-year capital improvement program

« Certification of plan adoption

Manual 2

Planning Policies and
Guidelines

B e e i e
April 2019

= 4 wasmaTon sTaTe
Recreation and Conservation
Funding Board

Conservation Futures - 2020



Presenter
Presentation Notes
RCO requires the plan to address the following elements:
Conservation goals and objectives; (Chapter 4)
An inventory of important conservation resources; (Chapter 5, Appendices A, E)
A review of the  public involvement  process used to develop the plan; (Chapter 3)
A conservation/recreation demand analysis; (Chapter 6)
A six-year Capital Improvement Program; and (Appendices B, D)
Certification that the plan was adopted by the governing body. (Appendix F)



Current Priorities

e 2017 Conservation Futures
bond projects

 Reallocate bond revenues to
new or expanded projects

 Compile a list of potential
project opportunities to
iInclude in the Plan
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Current program priorities include:
Completing the conservation futures bond projects
We would like to reallocate bond revenues to new projects as two projects have been withdrawn because landowners did not wish to move forward at this time. 
We wish to include a new list of potential projects in the plan to guide acquisitions over the next several years


Status of 2017 Bond Projects

Lacamas Lake
Washougal River
Mason Creek

Bolen Creek Trail
Lewis River Ranch
Lake River Water Tralil
Yacolt Burn Forest #1
Rock Creek Forest
East Fork — Optimists
Farm Preservation

Fenton Park

Camas
Washougal
County

La Center
County
County
Land Trust
Land Trust
Land Trust
County

Vancouver

0.22
65
5.48
160
81
8,445
362
65
150

45

$2,580,000
$27,500
$726,599
$139,000
$2,000,000
$486,000
$1,083,125
$1,332,500
$336,500
$1,500,000

$250,000
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135 acres acquired

Withdrawn

PSA for 50 ac. approved
Extension of time to 2-28-2022
PSA anticipated in 2021 for 225 ac
Lewis & Clark Trail Plan screening
Extension of time to 2-28-2022
Withdrawn

Extension of time to 2-28-2022
Initial landowner contacts made

45 acres acquired
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The two withdrawn projects are the Washougal Greenway connection between Hathaway and Schmid Family Parks and the Rock Creek Forest.
Together these total $1,360,000 that could be allocated to new projects.  
As shown on the table, the Lacamas Lake North project has 135 acres purchased by the City of Camas.
Purchase and sale agreements for 50 acres of the Mason Creek project are approved by Council.
The LaCenter – Bolen Creek, Yacolt Burn and East Fork Lewis Optimists are scheduled for completion by 2-28-2022.
We are looking at a possible 65 acre expansion of the Lewis River Ranch project.  A new appraisal is underway for the expanded footprint.  We hope to have a purchase and sale agreement before Council in 2021.
The recent public release of the Lewis and Clark Trail Plan shows that some acquisitions along Lake River could benefit trail alignment alternatives between Vancouver Lake and the Lewis River.
Screening of farm preservation projects continues; and
In 2019, the City of Vancouver completed acquisition of the 45-acre Fenton Property near Fourth Plain Boulevard and Fifth Plain Creek.


Potential New or Expanded Projects #1

Camp Currie-Lacamas
Heritage Trail

Cedars Golf Course
Flume Creek Access

Hantwick Road to
Moulton Falls Trall

Horseshoe Falls

La Center Bottoms
Addition

Three Creeks
Greenway

Whipple Creek
Regional Park to
, Fairgrounds Park Trail

105-

118

15

377

20

10-15

31.5

20

$3,399,148

$1,100,000 to
$2,000,000

$395,000

State conveys property
to County

$268,552

$150,000 to $200,000

$600,000

Assessed land value is
$581,884

Trailhead and 1.0 mile trail
through Camp Currie to
Lacamas Heritage Trail

Establish an Upper Salmon
Creek greenway and trail

Public access to the Flume
Creek Habitat Area

Protect existing trail and trail
view-shed

Steelhead habitat protection

Acquire East Fork Lewis River
frontage to create a trail from
La Center to Paradise Point

Acquire a Whipple Creek
Greenway north of NE 179t
Street near I-5

Establish a trail connection
between Whipple Creek Park
and Fairgrounds Park
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The draft 2020 update to the Conservation Areas Acquisition Plan identifies 20 potential projects.  This table shows a subset of the project list.  These are projects whose scope is better defined and are strong candidates for reallocation of bond funds.  
The Camp Currie-Lacamas Heritage Trail would connect some of the City of Camas’ Lacamas Lake North acquisitions with a trailhead in the City, a trail through Camp Currie and across Lacamas Creek to tie into the Lacamas Heritage Trail.  A grant application to fund this project was submitted to the state Recreation and Conservation Office earlier this year, but it was not among the priorities identified given available grant funding..
Council has been provided some potential alternatives for the Cedars Golf Course acquisition.   It is also a candidate for grant applications, as well as use of Clean Water stormwater source control funds. 
We purchased the 150-acre Flume Creek property in 2015 with the assistance of grant funds.  However, we have not been able to negotiate a public access easement from the end of the public roadway across private property to provide vehicular access to the site.  We would like to explore fee acquisitions to address the access issue before this creates a grant compliance issue.
In October, 2019, Council sent a letter to the Department of Natural Resources requesting reconveyance of land to the county that is adjacent to the  Hantwick Road to Moulton Falls trail corridor and originally included in DNR’s Michigan-Trotter Timber Sale.  We have provided $35,000 to the state to facilitate the state review of this request.
Horseshoe Falls is a significant holding and staging area for steelhead during their upstream migrations.  It is also an important fish survey site for the Department of Fish and Wildlife. Acquisition of the private land on both side of the falls would protect this important fishery resource.  Columbia Land Trust sponsored a state Salmon Recovery grant application earlier this year that ranked as the number 1 project in the Lower Columbia Region.
County owns all of the land on the south bank of the East Fork Lewis River between La Center Road and Paradise Point State Park except for portions of two private lots with river frontage.  Purchasing the portions of the lots with river frontage would enable construction of a trail between La Center and Paradise Point.
The developer of the Three Creeks mixed use community has inquired if Clark County is interested in purchasing 31.5 acres along Whipple Creek north of 179th St.  The developer proposes to build a natural surface trail through the area. 
For many years there has been a desire to make a regional trail connection between Whipple Creek Regional Park and Fairgrounds Community Park.  This acquisition would provide that opportunity and sufficient land to provide a safe trail crossing of NW 11th Avenue.




®
Potential New or Expanded Projects #2

Estimated Value Objective

Columbia River Shoreline 20 $2,518,000 Water access and recreation

near SE 192" Avenue

Columbia River Shoreline 50 $1,645,000 Water access and recreation

Ackerman Island to SR 14

Green Mountain Addition 55 $7,250,000 Expand natural area to include
Green Mountain summit

Lacamas Prairie Natural 300 $2,250,000 Wet prairie restoration and public

Area Additions access

Lower Washougal 5 $560,000 Expand greenway through Camas

Greenway Additions and Washougal

Ridgefield Pits 125 $1,588,000 Expand the East Fork Lewis
Greenway/Salmon Habitat

Ridgefield Schools to 60 $950,000 Create trail connection between

Flume Creek Ridgefield Schools and Flume Creek

Three Lakes Connections 5 $910,000 Acquire inholdings among Lacamas,
Round and Fallen Leaf Lakes

Washougal River 20 $1,156,400 Expand greenway near Hathaway

Greenway Park

Yacolt Burn Forest #2 5,900 $6,234,700 Long term forest management and
recreational access

CL,

| Yacolt to Moulton Falls 15 $250,000 Acquire Chelatchie-Prairie trailhead

Trall I
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Many of these projects are less defined, but should also be prioritized.  Some of these may gain traction over the next several months.  Others may be longer term goals, but may be worth including in the Conservation Areas Acquisition Plan in case opportunities present themselves to move forward.



Next Steps

Parks Advisory Board prioritizes short- and long-term project
lists

Work session with council to review project prioritization

Hearing for Council to consider adoption of plan
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Staff recommends that the Parks Advisory Board begins the process of vetting projects and identifying priorities at the January 12, 2021, meeting.


Questions?

Salmon Creek
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