


What are harmful algal blooms?

 Overgrowths of
cyanobacteria in water

* Not plants!

« Naturally occurring in all
waterbodies

« Can produce toxins that
can cause acute and
chronic health effects in

people and animals
(World Health Organization,
2021)




Harmful Algal Bloom Exposure Pathways

» Most exposures occur while swimming or
other recreational activities on the water:

» Oral Exposure: Accidental or deliberate
ingestion of contaminated water.

* Symptoms: Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, headache,
tingling/numbness, paralysis, or liver damage.

» Skin Exposure: Direct contact of exposed
body parts to water containing cyanobacteria
cells and their toxins.

» Symptoms: Rash, blisters, or conjunctivitis.

* Inhalation Exposure: Aspiration of water
containing cyanobacteria cells and their toxins

* Symptoms: Sore throat, asthma like symptoms,
pneumonia, or hay fever.

(United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2019)
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2021 Advisory Changes

Year-round educational

Sl g ns TENGA CUIDADO CON

* Replacing CAUTION
advisory signs
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 Three most spoken
languages in Clark County
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New HAB Advisory Signs
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Community Involvement

« Sign-up for our email newsletter!

PUBLIC HEALTH

niinesplasniNewsletter:

» Weekly updates for lake users, medical
professionals, and pet owners

 Engaged stakeholder groups with:
« Vancouver Lake/Lake River

« Lacamas Lake/watershed ‘CL A R K C 0 U NT

. We still need YOUR help! 2t e e mn
« Green Neighbors — Public Health NEIGHBORS

Green Business — Public Health

Stream Stewards — Clark Public Utilities

Clean Water Program —Public Works

City of Camas Public Works




Thank youl!

Comments and questions

Clark County Public Health

1601 E. Fourth Plain Blvd « PO Box 9825

Vancouver, WA 98666-5000
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