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• Summary of Amendments Approved in 2021 Election

1. Nonpartisan County Executive Elected Offices

2. Nonpartisan County Councilor Offices

3. Five-District County Council

4. Charter Review Frequency & Commissioner Terms

5. Ethics Oversight

7. Technical Edits and Minor Corrections in the Charter

8. Clarifying Initiative, Mini-Initiative and Referendum filing procedures (County Council)

9. Filing, Signing Petitions and Voting on Measures Applying only to Unincorporated Areas 
(County Council)

• Amendment Proposal 6 did not pass and will not be addressed

• Questions

What We Will Cover
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• November 23: Amendments effective upon election 
certification. County’s Code Publisher will incorporate 
amendments into the Charter.

• Happening now: A Charter Review Commission 
subcommittee and a county policy analyst will consult 
as needed on clarifications and legislative intent.

• July 31, 2022: County Council must adopt a Code of 
Ethics on or before this date

• Vote: The next Charter Review Commission will be 
elected five years after previous charter review.

What can we expect?
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2021 Approved Charter 
Amendment Measures

https://clark.wa.gov/elections/november-2-2021-general-special-election

October 19, 
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1. Nonpartisan Executive County Offices (Assessor, Auditor, 
Clerk, Prosecuting Attorney, Sheriff, Treasurer)
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2021 Approved 
Amendment

What is changed?

• County Executive Elected 
offices (Assessor, Auditor, 
Clerk, Prosecuting Attorney, 
Sheriff, Treasurer) will become 
nonpartisan

• For filing for office and on the 
ballot, positions will be listed 
as “Nonpartisan county offices.”

• Starts with 2022 elections

How the ballot will look:

Candidate A

Candidate B

Write-in

Candidate A

Candidate B

Candidate A

Candidate B

Write-in

Candidate A

Candidate B

Candidate A

Candidate B

Write-in

Candidate A

Candidate B
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2. Nonpartisan County Councilor Offices
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2021 Approved 
Amendment

What is changed?

• County Councilor offices 
become nonpartisan. 

• For filing for office and on the 
ballot, positions will be listed 
as “Nonpartisan county offices.”

• Starts with 2022 elections

• Five districts (Amendment 3 
also passed), no at-large chair

How the ballot will look:

2022 Election Cycle

Candidate A

Candidate B

Write-in

2024 Election Cycle

Candidate A

Candidate B

Write-in

Candidate A

Candidate B

Write-in

Candidate A

Candidate B

Write-in

Candidate A

Candidate B

Write-in

County Council

Councilor – District No. 5
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3. Five-District County Council
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What is changed?

o Countywide chair position eliminated, a fifth district councilor instead

o Revises the Charter related to council composition and Council Chair accordingly

o Council Chair appointed each year from and by the five councilors

o Twenty percent salary increase for at-large chair eliminated; all councilors will receive 
the same salary

o Committee appointments also at start of each year, Chair no longer required to be 
appointed to any commission or board with two or more county representatives

o Future Charter Review Commissions still 15 members, 3 from each Councilor district

2021 Approved 
Amendment
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Redistricting - Countywide chair position eliminated, a fifth district councilor instead

8

Council 
District #1

Council 
District #2

Current Passed by Voters

District #5 Position

Council 
District #4

Council
Chair

At Large

Council 
District #3

Council 
District #1

Council 
District #2

Council 
District #4

Council 
District #5

Council 
District #3
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Redistricting - Council Chair appointed each year from and by the Five Councilors
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Elected Council Members Vote on Chair

Council
District #1

Council 
District #2

Council 
District #3

Council
District #5

Council 
District #4

Vote & Elect Chair

Council Chair
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Five-District Map

District Current 

Population

Adjustment to 

meet Target

District 1 102,622 314

District 2 102,703 233

District 3 103,368 -432

District 4 103,180 -244

District 5 102,809 127

Target by District 102,936

Current

District

Transitional 

District

Next Election

Council Chair District 5 2022

District 1 District 1 2022

District 2 District 2 2022

District 3 District 3 2024

District 4 District 4 2024

District 2

District 4

District 1

District 3

District 5Note: the 

Redistricting 

Committee is 

currently using this 

map and is 

anticipated to 

produce minor 

boundary changes 

to balance 

population by 

district using the 

2020 Census.
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4. Charter Review Frequency & Commissioner Terms
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What is changed?

• Charter reviews will occur at least every five (5) years

• Commissioner terms will be two years or until their work is completed, 
whichever occurs sooner

• Charter review commissioners remain nonpartisan, three elected from each 
of the five council districts (no future at-large positions)

• Does not apply to current Charter Review Commission

• Next Charter review TBD (five years from this review)

2021 Approved 
Amendment
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5. Adopt Ethics Code by Ordinance and an Autonomous 
Ethics Review Process 
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What will happen?

• Code of Ethics to be adopted by County Council ordinance by July 31, 
2022

• Code must be adhered to by all departments, entities receiving funding, 
and elected and appointed officials

• Establish an autonomous Ethics Review Commission and Ethics Oversight 
office

• The Ethics Oversight Office would have a complaint hotline and process 
ethics complaints.

2021 Approved 
Amendment
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7. Clarity/Consistency/Administrative Clean-up Provisions

13

What does this change?

• Provides for minor corrections and technical clarifications to the Charter.

• Incorporates changes in state law (RCWs) since 2014.

• Directs the county’s Redistricting Committee to avoid splitting of precincts by district 
boundaries in crafting the Redistricting Plan which occurs with each ten-year census.

• Minor clarifications to referendum and initiative procedures need rectification with 
changes included in Amendment 8 (will work with Code Publisher to incorporate).

2021 Approved 
Amendment
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2021 County Council 
Amendment Measures

General Election: November 2, 2021

October 19, 2021

14
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8. Clarify language regarding procedures for processing 
initiative, mini-initiative and referendum petitions
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This amendment: 

• Specifies that the petition proposal must be filed with the Auditor;

• Clarifies certain terms, such as “petition;”

• Specifies when certain deadlines are triggered;

• Detail procedures for the Auditor to verify and canvass the names of the legal voters 
on the petition.

• Does not change the structure or number of signatures required to place a measure 
on the ballot (10% each for initiative and referenda, 3% for mini-initiatives).

2021 Approved 
Amendment
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9. Change charter language regarding circumstances in which a proposed 
initiative or referendum applies exclusively to unincorporated Clark County
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Specifically: 

• The individual filing the initiative or referendum must be a registered voter residing in 
unincorporated Clark County.

• Signatures gathered in support of the initiative or referendum must be from registered 
voters residing in Clark County.

• Only those registered voters residing in unincorporated Clark County would be eligible 
to vote on the initiative or referendum. 

• Does not change the structure or number of signatures required to place a measure 
on the ballot (10% each for initiative and referenda, 3% for mini-initiatives).

2021 Approved 
Amendment
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Thank you!
Comments and questions
Clark County Charter Review Commission

https://clark.wa.gov/county-manager/charter-review-commission-overview

Clark County Public Service Center

1300 Franklin Street • PO Box 5000

Vancouver, WA 98666-5000
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