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Clark County Parks 
Advisory Board Meeting 

Minutes 

Board Members:  Jim Kautz, Teresa Meyer, Donald Meeks, Felix Ruhiri* 

Clark County Staff:  Rocky Houston, Amy Arnold, Jessica Cretsinger, Kevin Tyler, Denielle 
Cowley, David Stipe  

Ex‐Officio Members:    School District Liaisons:    Cale Piland (Evergreen)*,  
Nicole Daltoso (Vancouver) 

Parks Foundation:     Dellan Redjou 
 

Guests and Others:  Tyler Castle, Jane Tesner Kleiner, Lokesh Popli, Dikshant Patel, John 
Baker, Sherry Allen, Dr. Milada Allen, Terry Allen, 360‐573‐4030 

* Not Present 

Call to Order:   
Rocky Houston called the meeting to order 4:09 PM 
 
Minutes:   
April 12, 2022 minutes adoption were tabled for July 12, 2022 meeting 
 
4:12   PM  Public Comments: 
Terry Allen – in favor of the disabled veteran county, the park no‐charge parking.  
 
Dr. Milada Allen – in favor of the disabled veteran county, the park no‐charge 
parking/supporting the adoption of a parking fee exemption. Also expressed concern 
regarding the Cougar Creek Park and Cougar Creek Trailway project indicating that it 
needs to be done sooner than later.  
 
Tyler Castle – in favor of veteran’s parking fee exemption. Regarding Whipple Creek 
Regional Park, mentioned that wants this on the radar because of the development 
building up around it. Interested in having more equestrian parks. Interested in getting 
an agenda item on the repair of the historic Walter Hilborn mill building at Whipple 
Creek Regional Park.  
 
Jane Tesner Kleiner – she’s the program manager for the Lower Columbia Nature 
Network. Introduced herself and indicated they are a regional coalition of partners, 
agencies, and stakeholders for connecting the community to nature.  
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Dr. Lokesh Popli – interested in having a cricket field or net in Clark County/this area.  
 
Tyler Castle, David Stipe, and Rocky discussed the planning for the 22‐properties 
referenced in the GCPD Undeveloped Property Prioritization and the types of work to be 
performed. They also discussed Whipple Creek and the categorization of the type of 
work to be performed there.   
 
4:32  PM  Managers’ Report 

 Mentioned Felida Park project. It is scheduled to be completed by the end of 
July.  

 Mentioned Hockinson Meadows project. This is scheduled to be completed by 
the end of September.  

 Mentioned Kozy Kamp project. This is scheduled to be completed by late 
September, early October. 

 Mentioned that the Neighborhood Association for Felida is working with us.  

 Mentioned that we are in budget season and are starting to put together the 
capital budget. Mentioned that we are looking at some staffing levels and new 
equipment. 

 Mentioned that we are almost at full staff. We have 2 openings throughout our 
whole Division. Mentioned various positions that have been filled within the 
County.  

 Project‐wise, regarding Curtain Creek, we are at thirty percent design, but are 
running over budget from the engineering budget. To offset that, we are in the 
process of getting two grants from RCO. Discussed that we may need to 
eliminate one of the sports fields and asked for input from the Parks Advisory 
Board.  

4:44   PM  Unfinished Business 
No items 
 
4:44  PM  New Business 
 
No Agenda Item: PAB Vacancies  

 
 Action Item  

Informational Item X 
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Overview: 
 
Discussed PAB vacancies and recruitment process. Discussed the potential for incentivizing one of 
the positions with a fuel stipend.  
 
 
Prior Action by PAB:  
Action Requested:  
Attachment:  
Prepared By: Rocky Houston 
  
PAB Action: No action – this was an informational item.   
 
 
 
Agenda Item: Chelatchie Prairie Railroad Trust Land 

Transfer 
 

 Action Item X 
Informational Item  

Overview: 
 
In August 2018, Clark County submitted a request to the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) for the 2019-2021 Trust Land Transfer program. This request would have transferred an 
eighty (80) acre property (Tax Parcel #229189-000) from the state’s common school trust to the 
county’s Legacy Lands program. The property is bisected by the Chelatchie Prairie Railroad near 
Battle Ground, Washington. This request was not approved for the 2019-2021 biennium budget.  
 
In April 2022, DNR approached the county about continued interest in exploring a potential 
nomination and funding request for the Chelatchie Prairie Railroad property as part of the 2023-
2025 Trust Land Transfer program.  
 
 
Staff would like to have PAB review this property and make a recommendation to Council for its 
possible inclusion in the Natural Areas Acquisition Plan. 
 
The Chelatchie Prairie Railroad property has the following attributes: 

 Eighty (80) acres 
 Bisected by the railroad 
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 Termination point of existing 1-mile section of the Chelatchie Prairie Railroad rail-with-
trail 

 Access to property from north and south side of railroad 
 Headwaters of Weaver/Woodin Creek 
 Near Battle Ground urban growth boundary 
 Identified as high-value conservation land in 2022-2027 Natural Areas Acquisition Plan 

  
   
Prior Action by PAB:  None 
Action Requested: Recommendation to County Council 
Attachment: Exhibit A: Conservation Futures Project Application and 

supporting documentation.  
Prepared By: Kevin Tyler  
   
PAB Action: No action due to quorum constraint. Discussed the 

estimated cost for this and would manager the natura area. 
Jim, Donald, and Teresa are in support of this.  

 
Exhibit A 
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4:57  PM  New Business Contd.  
 
Agenda Item: Dogwood NH Park HOA Donation Proposal  

 
 Action Item X 

Informational Item  
Overview: 
 
The Fountain Village HOA approached the County in 2020 about the potential donation of a 
0.88-acre parcel that is dedicated open space for the HOA to the County. Due to COVID-19 
constraints, no action was taken at that time. The HOA has approached the County again about 
the donation. 
 
The parcel borders the western side of Dogwood Neighborhood Park. A concrete pathway 
currently bisects the parcel to connect with our park. The parcel has a sidewalk and street trees 
along its western border and southern border. The parcel is mainly a grassy area, with irrigation 
that is connected to another parcel they own. The parcel is located to the NE of the development, 
with only 3 HOA homes adjacent to this parcel. Another development and an apartment complex 
border most of this parcel. 
 
The HOA states that the parcel is use by the community and most believe it is a part of Dogwood 
Park. Another 149-unit development is planned to the north of this parcel. The parcel is located in 
GCPD district 6. Currently we are at 24.9% of our level of service for neighborhood parks within 
this district. We have a 26.3-acre deficit on neighborhood park acquisitions and a 38.7-acre deficit 
on developed neighborhood parks within district 6. 
 
 
Prior Action by PAB: No prior action identified. 
Action Requested: Recommendation to evaluate and pursue the donation from the 

Fountain Village HOA of this 0.88 acre parcel. 
Attachment: Map of Site 
Prepared By:  Rocky Houston 
 
PAB Action: No action due to quorum constraint. Discussed the budget to build 

this property. Donald, Jim, and Teresa are in support of this.  
  
Exhibit A 
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Agenda Item: Harmony Sports Complex Site Plan  
 

 Action Item X 
Informational Item  

Overview: 
 
Harmony Sports Complex is a county-owned property that is leased to the Harmony Sports 
Association (HSA), which manages and operates the site. The Harmony Sports Complex is located 
within the City of Vancouver limits on the southwest quadrant of Northeast 18th Street and 
Northeast 192nd Ave. in Section 30.  
 
HSA is currently working with the County on a grant funded project to improve the safety and 
parking at the property. Through this process a site re-development plan was created to codify the 
future plans of HSA at the site. The lease requires the County to approve any proposed work. HSA 
is seeking recognition that the plan presented today is agreed upon by the County so that they may 
seek funding for the projects. The lease will require HSA to still seek approval by the County for 
each future project prior to constructing it. 
 
 
Prior Action by PAB: Unknown 
Action Requested: Recommendation that site plan will serve as the development plan for 

the site.  
Attachment: Site Plan 
Prepared By:  Rocky Houston  
 
PAB Action: No action due to quorum constraint. Discussed the location of the 

entrance and the plans for the intersection/traffic control. Also 
discussed the future plan for the thoroughfare at the property and an 
alternate entrance behind it.  

  
Exhibit A 
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5:16  PM  New Business Contd.  
 
Agenda Item: GCPD Undeveloped Property Prioritization  

 
 Action Item  

Informational Item X 
Overview: 
 
There are currently 17 undeveloped parks within the Greater Clark Park District Boundary 
(GCPD). The original GCPD levy had identified 35 parks to be developed and the division is near 
the completion of those parks identified. As such, we are beginning to look at the prioritization of 
these parks for future development.  
 
The division plans on using the development rubric developed for the capital plan for this action. 
The core criterion is: 

 Needs Impact – degree in which this park will meet the recreational needs of the service 
area 

 Park User Impact – DEI criterion, estimated use levels criterion 
 Strategic Return on Investment or Leverage – cost recovery and potential ability to get 

grants for site/property 
 Operational Impact – consideration of impact to operational costs for division 
 Stewardship Impact – consideration of systemic impacts of parks, environmental impacts, 

etc. 
 
Attached is a list of the parcels/parks. 
 
Prior Action by PAB: Adoption of PROS Plan and Capital Plan 
Action Requested: None currently 
Attachment: List of parcels/parks 
Prepared By: Rocky Houston 
 
PAB Action: No action – this was an informational Item. Discussed the mapping 

of the locations to include transportation networks, the proximity of 
the locations to other parks, and the criteria for the 17 undeveloped 
parks. Informed them that we are working on a new master plan.  

  
Exhibit A 
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Agenda Item: Parking Fee Exemption Ordinance  
 

 Action Item X 
Informational Item  

Overview: 
 
A request originating from a constituent to a county councilor asking why the County did not 
have a disabled veteran pass program. The constituent is a disabled military veteran with a State 
Parks Lifetime Disabled Veteran pass. The constituent requested that the county modify county 
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code to exempt holders of this pass from the requirement to pay for parking where required at 
county parks. This request is being reviewed by Council and they would like a recommendation 
from the Parks Advisory Board. 
 
This would not require any administrative determination at the county level of an individual’s 
military or disability status. Instead, it would be recognition of the State pass, allowing holders of 
this state pass to be exempt from the parking fee. To qualify, the individual must show the pass at 
the park entrance and display the pass in their vehicle while parked. 
 
We do not anticipate a significant budgetary impact. 
 
 
Prior Action by PAB: None 
Action Requested: Recommendation to support the adoption of a parking fee exemption 

ordinance for disabled veterans. 
Attachment: None 
Prepared By: Rocky Houston 
  
PAB Action:  No action due to quorum constraint. Teresa, Jim, and Donald are in 

support of this.  
 
 
 
5:35  PM  Roundtable Discussion 
David Stipe, Dellan, and Rocky discussed pickle ball and noted plans for it to be at Kozy 
Kamp.  
 
Dellan and Rocky discussed the deferred maintenance plan and the potential budget for 
this.   
 
5:48  PM  Adjourn 
 
Respectfully submitted, Amy Arnold 


