
 

 
 

SWAC STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: 08/29/2022    FROM: Melissa M. Sutton, Environmental Health Specialist II  
PHONE: (564) 397-8167 EMAIL: melissa.sutton@clark.wa.gov 

 

SITE ADDRESS: 1308 SE Grace AV, Battle Ground, WA 98604 (TAX ID#: 91057042 & 192150000)  
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: SOLID WASTE PERMIT APPLICATION- City of Battle Ground Stormwater Decant Facility  
                                                                              

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________        

 

Solid Waste Permit Application 
On June 16, 2022 Clark County Public Health (CCPH) received a solid waste permit application from City of Battle 

Ground Public Works for the City of Battle Ground Stormwater Decant Facility. On July 8, 2022 CCPH deemed the 

application complete. 

On July 8th, CCPH initiated the multi-agency review process. The multi-agency review period was held July 8-July 22, 

2022. Multi-agency comments were submitted to SWAC members via email on August 3, 2022. In compliance with 

Clark County Code 24.12, the public comment period was open July 26-August 22. CCPH mailed letters to 185 

neighboring property owners on Tuesday, July 26, 2022; six letters were returned undeliverable/return to sender. 

Additionally, a Public Notice was published regarding the upcoming Sept 1st SWAC meeting in The Columbian 

(07/26/2022) and The Reflector (07/27/2022). CCPH also advertised via social media outlets A) Clark County Public 

Health Facebook page, and B) NextDoor on July 26th and August 10th. Public comments were shared with SWAC 

members via email on August 25, 2022. 

The proposed decant facility will operate from 7am to 4pm (Monday through Friday) within an existing unaddressed 
City of Battle Ground owned property located near 1308 SE Grace AV, Battle Ground, WA 98604 (TAX ID#: 
192150000. (NOTE: 1308 SE Grace Ave (Tax ID: 9105042) will be utilized for truck access off of Grace Ave). City of Battle 
Ground Public Works Department owns and operates the wastewater treatment plant on the same parcel.  Decant 
facilities are used to process, treat and dispose of stormwater materials. Vactor trucks used for stormwater drainage 
(i.e. roadside ditches, swales) release excess water from their trucks at the facility, which drains to the sanitary sewer 
system. Sediment and solids (vactor waste) are collected on the facility’s concrete pad. Once dried, the solids are 
disposed of at an approved landfill.  

The applicant is seeking permitting approval to dewater vactor trucks and stockpile street sweepings and vactor waste 
from City of Battle Ground owned vehicles. NOTE: City of Battle Ground does not have plans to accept material from other 
municipalities and/or public vactor trucks and/or street sweepers at this time. CCPH and Washington State Department of 
Ecology (ECY) staff have reviewed the proposed solid waste facility permit application.  

As the facility is collocated with the wastewater treatment plant, CCPH staff do not have imminent public health 
concerns regarding odors and/or vectors from the stormwater decanting activities at this location. The facility plans to 
add two fans to the facility to improve air flow and circulation in an effort to address any potential odor concerns. 
Additionally, staff will conduct weekly inspections and document any insects and/or animals observed at the site. 
Finally, the site plans to operate M-F 7AM-4PM and estimates one vactor truck daily; therefore, traffic, noise, etc. 
generally associated with a solid waste handling facility is unlikely to be a source from this site. 
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CCPH STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS to CoBG:  

1. ODOR: Per Southwest Clean Air Agency, the operations shall comply with the general odor requirement 
from SWCAA 400-040(4) 
 

2. INTERIOR WALL HEIGHT: Consult with engineers to determine if the facilities internal wall height near 
rear of facility can be increased to ensure material is contained within the facility footprint and potentially 
increase storage capacity at the facility. 

 
3. Table 8.3- modify table to indicate Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) vs. “suggested maximum value”   

 
4. Figure C- SDF Weekly Inspection Report: review form for usability/readability. Updating/modifying the 

form to ensure consistent staff response. (i.e. Is the site free from any environmental hazards (ie ice, 
insects or animals)? Is the truck washout sump/sedimentation basins free of debris vs. full of debris etc.)   

 
5. EXPIRED NPDES PERMIT: Per communication with City of Battle Ground and Clark Regional Wastewater 

District (CRWWD), the Salmon Creek Treatment Plant is currently operating under an administratively 
extended NPDES permit, and will continue to do so until a new permit is issued by Ecology (timeline 
unknown at this time, Ecology is working through a backlog of expired permits). Both the CRWWD and 
City of Battle Ground are named on the permit as owners/operators of their respective collections 
systems.  

• CoBG to continue to work with CRWWD and Washington State Department of Ecology to update 
the Waste Discharge Permit (WA0023639),   

• Once approved, provide CCPH with documentation electronically.  
 

6. LEACHATE TESTING: CRWWD was included on the multiagency review comment period, however, did not 
provide comment. CCPH did request CRWWD provide comment to ensure that CRWWD is aware the plan 
as stated does not plan for testing of decant leachate prior to discharge to sanitary sewer as CRWWD 
samples effluent downstream. At the urge of CCPH staff, CRWWD provided response 08/26/2022; CCPH 
responded 08/26 requesting further clarification. (attached) 

• CCPH recommends CoBG sample leachate prior to discharge to sanitary sewer as street 
sweepings and vactor waste processed at the facility will likely be contaminated to some extent 
from general roadway chemistry (i.e. lead, motor oil (hydrocarbons) etc.).  

 

Washington State Department of Ecology Recommendation: Derek Rockett, Facilities Specialist, ECY:  
After working with Melissa Sutton (Clark County Environmental Health Specialist) and Chad Schwatka (City of 
Battle Ground Stormwater Program Coordinator) I am very comfortable with the Battle Ground Decant Facility 
Plan of Operation, management, and expansion of the facility. Please contact me with any questions or 
comments.   
 
Clark County Public Health Staff Recommendation: After review of the City of Battle Ground Stormwater Decant 
Facility Operation Plan and engineered drawings, CCPH supports recommendation to issue the solid waste 
handling permit to the City of Battle Ground for the proposed facility expansion to operate in accordance with 
WAC 173-350. 


