
2023 Clean Water Commissioner Biographies 

 

Brendan Addis (Chair) has been on the Clean Water Commission since 2017 and has served as the 
Chair since 2020. He has been instrumental in formalizing defined work groups with annual action 
plans and finalizing the commission’s strategic plan, mission, and vision. Brendan led the CWC’s 
research working group for 3 years and has provided valuable input to the county staff regarding 
fund balance policies and the proposed 20-year capital planning document. Currently, Brendan is 
spearheading the efforts to work with the Chinese American communities regarding the possible 
renaming of Shanghai Creek and China Ditch. Brendan has over 20 years of work experience in the 
natural resources and ecological fields. He is currently working for Clark County Conservation 
District as a Project Manager. Previously, he was the Regional Manager and Ecological Restoration 
Specialist for Sound Native Plants, where he was responsible for the regional operations and 
oversight of contracts for ecological function and habitat restoration, storm water mitigation and 
biofiltration, invasive species controls, and consulting for environmental objectives. He has 
extensive knowledge of local ecosystems, native plant species, bioremediation, and pollution 
mitigation in urban and industrial settings. He has a bachelor’s degree in history-political theory, 
natural resources and conflict resolutions and spent a year in an immersive program at a German 
university.   
 
Ted Gathe’s career has been spent in public service and in the legal field. He served 20 years as the 
Vancouver City attorney. His primary area of responsibility was as the legal advisor to city manager, 
mayor, and council. He oversaw a thirty-person legal office whose major accomplishments were the 
58,000-person annexation of the eastern Urban Growth Area; the downtown and waterfront 
redevelopment which included development of a city-owned hotel and convention center. Since 
retirement from public service, Ted has provided legal service to Vancouver Housing Authority, 
Regional Transportation Council and Columbia Land Trust as well as pro bono legal advice to local 
nonprofits. He’s currently a board member and past Chair of the Watershed Alliance of Southwest 
Washington, board member of Friends of Vancouver Lake. Previously, Ted in several leadership 
positions on the Municipal Research Services Center (MRSC), the Council of Stewards and the 
Hough Foundations which supports at risk children. He has a Bachelor of History from Claremont 
McKenna College and a law degree from the University of Idaho School of Law. Ted is an avid 
hiker, skier, kayaker, and numerous other outdoor activities. 
 
Rodger Hauge is currently serving on the Lacamas Watershed Council and is helping the efforts to 
monitor the environmental conditions and phytoplankton / cyanobacteria blooms in  Lacamas Lake. 
He was appointed in 2022. He is an active volunteer for Clark Public Utilities’ Stream Team as a 
water quality instructor for elementary children and was named the 2019 Volunteer of the Year. 
Teaching comes very naturally to Rodger. Prior to his retirement, he was a science educator with 
Easter Washington University for over 30 years. He has also served on the Avista Power Planning 
Council which advises management regarding future power generation needs and requirements. 
Rodger is very proud of the five new libraries he helped develop while serving as a Steven County 
Rural Library District Trustee.  He has also been a Yakima Valley Orchardist and a Naval Aviator. 
Rodger has an Integrated Master’s degree in Chemistry and Earth Science from Eastern Washington 
University and a BA Botany and Environmental Science from University of California Santa Barbara 
and a BS in Biology and a Teaching Credential from Central Washington University. 
  



Matthew Jones (Vice Chair) has an extensive background in technical and policy analysis. He has 
a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice, a master’s and Ph.D. in Public Administration and Policy 
from Portland State University’s Hatfield School of Government with a concentration in analytic 
research methods. He has spent 18 years in academia primarily as an assistant and adjunct professor 
at various colleges and universities.  His most recent academic position was the research support 
services associate director in Walden University’s Center for Research Quality. He co-authored 
Research Methods and Statistics for Public and Non-profit Administrators and several peer 
reviewed journal articles. Currently, Matt is a full-time consultant assisting public-sector 
organizations with research, evaluation, and organizational development. He currently serves as the 
chair of the Lower Columbia Estuary Program (LCEP) and as a citizen member of the Clark County 
Law and Justice Council. Matt is a strong advocate for diversity and inclusion and has led several 
internal DEI initiatives for the Clean Water Commission. He was appointed the CWC in 2020. 
 
 
 
Jeffrey Kessenich lives in the Burnt Bridge Creek watershed and cares deeply about our 
environment. He was appointed to the commission in 2022. Jeff has been active in many local 
volunteer programs including tree planting and care, invasive plant removal, and litter cleanup. His 
training in watershed and stream stewardship, along with his science / engineering background, will 
be a valuable addition to the commission. Jeff’s 30 years as a Quality and Reliability Engineer gave 
him extensive experience managing very diverse people and projects from all over the world. He has 
a passion for teaching. He enjoys tutoring mathematics at several high schools and teaching others 
how to help their local watershed. Jeff has a bachelor’s degree in Applied Mathematics, Engineering 
and Physics from the University of Wisconsin and a GIS certificate from Portland Community 
College. 
 
 
 
Sandra Martin-Boehm is the Director of Business Intelligence and Project Management Office for 
C-TRAN since 2017, where she provides organizational leadership and strategic direction for the 
management and reporting of agency data and strategic priorities. She is responsible for identifying 
needs and capabilities to provide frameworks and services that ensure effective and efficient project 
completion. She has extensive experience in business and data analytics, project management and 
enterprise systems. Previously, Sandra has worked for over 10 years in the several private universities 
providing leadership in business process management, data analysis systems consulting, operational 
systems strategy, in addition to project and personnel management. Sandra has also worked in the 
real estate and commercial property industry. She has an AA degree in Electronic Engineering 
Technology, a Bachelor of Science in Business Management and Leadership from Concordia 
University and a Master’s in Administrative Studies from Missouri State University and Cornell 
University Certificate for Measuring and Improving Business Performance. Sandra lives in the 
Ridgefield area and is very attuned to the various stormwater and water quality issues in the area. She 
was appointed to the Clean Water Commission in October 2021. 
 
  



 
Kate Perkins is a self-employed environmental researcher who is describing the impacts of climate 
change by studying water quality, temperature, and usage in the culturally significant Upper Klamath 
Lake water basin for the Klamath nations. She has a significant background in  data analysis, and 
report generation quality data for various groups. As a graduate Research Assistant at the University 
of Montana Ecosystem Lab, Kate contributed to the understanding  the forms of metals affecting 
organisms in mine-waste contaminated river systems like the Clark Fork Superfund Complex. Kate 
is no stranger to Clark County Public Works. She worked as a clean water assistant where she helped 
implement, assess, and manage of stormwater infrastructure to prevent contaminants from entering 
rivers, streams, and lakes in heavily populated areas of Clark County. She participated in stream 
monitoring research to contribute to management decisions, like stream restoration projects. Kate 
has a Bachelor of Biology from WSU-V Minors in Envior science and mathematics and a master’s 
degree in Systems Ecology from the University of Montana. She is very involved in the community 
and focuses on educating the public about water quality through various methods such as films, 
classroom volunteer and youth STEM camps.   
 
 
Josh Seeds has served on the Clean Water Commission since 2018 and has served specifically on 
the CWC’s Partnerships and Research work groups. They have been instrumental in identifying 
potential partners the commission could work with to advance their mission and vision. Josh has 
over 25 years of background in science and nearly 15 years in ecology.  He has served as an adjunct 
professor at Portland State University for several years. Since 2007, Josh has been the Nonpoint 
Source Pollution Analyst / Technical Assistance Coordinator for Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality’s Watershed Management Section. Josh has a bachelor’s degree in 
biochemistry and a master’s degree in environmental science from Washington State University – 
Vancouver. He has conducted a significant amount of medical and environmental research in 
addition to publishing nine of his findings. 
 
 

Robert (Bob) Trost is excited by the opportunity to help maintain and improve the quality of our 
shared environment in Clark County. He was appointed to the commission in 2022. Prior to retiring 
in 2013, he served as the Chief Migratory Bird Biologist for the Pacific Flyway and has served on 
many regional, national, and international advisory and policy councils. He has significant experience 
working with diverse populations and has received recognition for his complex problem-solving 
abilities and mediating diverse conflict resolutions through shared cultural, understanding, and 
collaborative methods. He received a BS in Biology from Penn State University and a MS and Ph.D. 
from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI in Wildlife Ecology and Zoology with a minor 
degree in Statistics. He also was a post-doctoral research associate at Cornell University and was an 
Associate Professor and the first Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit Leader at Clemson 
University. He is a long-time resident of Clark County and volunteers extensively within the 
community. 

 


