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 78th Street Heritage Farm  
Advisory Team 

Meeting Minutes 
  

Thursday, July 20, 2023, 4:00pm to 5:30 PM 
Luke Jensen Sports Park in the LJSP Bud Van Cleve Community Meeting Room 

4000 NE 78th Street, Vancouver, WA. 98665, and  
 Virtual Meeting via Microsoft Teams  

 
Advisory Team: Bill Zimmerman*, Gary Garth*, Kathleen Perillo*, Kirk & Peggy Gresham*, Robert 
Freed*, Sandy Brown.   
 
Clark County: Matthew Baum, Rocky Houston, Amy Arnold, Zane Karver, Catching, Lynde Wallick 
 
Farm Programs, Neighbors, Public Members: Kristine Perry, Emily Straw, Heather Tischbein, 
Monica Zazueta 
 
* Not Present 

 
4:01 PM Called to Order 
Rocky and Matthew called the meeting to order.  
 
4:02 PM Introductions – Roll Call  
Everyone in-person and online attending via Microsoft Teams introduced themselves. Rocky 
asked people to indicate whether they were on the Heritage Farm committee or not.  
 
4:03  PM Approval of Minutes 
There is no quorum so the Minutes cannot be adopted.  
 
Minutes Adoption:  

Time  Action Item 

4:03 PM  MOTION BY:                                          SECOND BY:  
  MOTION: Motion to adopt these Minutes, as submitted: 

                             March 16, 2023 Minutes 
                             May 18, 2023 Minutes 

  DISCUSSION:  
  IN FAVOR:                OPPOSED:                  ABSTAINED: 

 
4:05 PM Sustainability Plan Update – Lynde Wallick 
Lynde discussed that she has not yet finished the sustainability plan but anticipates completing it 
soon. Rocky, Lynde, and Sandy discussed its timeline before it’s ready for the final 
recommendations to Council. Heather discussed the importance of transparency during this 
process and Lynde indicated she would provide an update to the stakeholders list. Heather and 
Lynde also discussed whether the Historic Preservation Commission would review the 
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sustainability plan. Lynde indicated that she shared updates with the Historic Preservation 
Commission at their meeting on May 3, 2023 and will share a copy of that with the Heritage Farm 
members as well. Information regarding that meeting can also be found here: 
https://clark.wa.gov/community-planning/historic-preservation-commission.  
 
Lynde also provided an update regarding the Hazel Dell Community Park Master Plan indicating 
that PBS Engineering and Environmental Inc. are the consultant, that the county is tentatively 
planning an Open House that will occur on October 11, 2023, that a community survey will be 
shared, and that there will be a stakeholders list for this as well. If you are interested in this or 
would like to be on the stakeholders list, please contact Lynde Wallick for more information.  
 
4:16 PM Farm Advisory Committee Report – Sandy Brown   
Sandy discussed events that have occurred at the farm, including various pruning workshops, that 
regular farms tours have been conducted by the Master Gardeners Foundation, that both the 
Chrysanthemum Group and the Master Gardeners Foundation have had plant sales, and that the 
Clark County Food Bank had a youth tour. Sandy also discussed some upcoming events which 
include the Wells and Septic Workshop that starts tonight sponsored by the small farms team, and 
that the Master Gardeners have a Starry Night event scheduled for August to talk about nighttime 
animals on the farm. Sandy reminded folks to turn in event reports to make sure that the event is 
recorded on the farm’s calendar.  
 
Sandy also shared the 2022 summary report noting that this is the fourth year she has produced it. 
The report has bulleted highlights of what has occurred on the farm which include the value of 
volunteer hours, the value of produce grown, and the value of the cash or grants the farm has 
received. The funding received from the cash or grants is outside of the county’s funding and helps 
to continue each project. Heather and Sandy discussed how this report compares to the last four 
years and Sandy discussed the various benefits the summary report provides to the farm and the 
community.   
 
Sandy also discussed the research that Justin does noting that this year it’s around the shitake 
mushroom project. She said that eleven farmers have adopted his practices and are starting to 
grow them, which helps to diversify the local farmer’s available crops to sell. Kristine also said that 
Justin was asked to go to Japan regarding his research on these shitake mushrooms. Sandy 
discussed that research has been conducted on spelt grain and varieties of pests as well.  
 
4:25 PM Friends of the Farm Foundation Report – Sandy Brown    
Sandy shared this information since Blair is not present. Sandy discussed the possibility of having 
signage at the farm listing information about where each project is located. She said this would be 
helpful for the various tours at the farm. Rocky and Sandy discussed the types of signs to have on 
the farm, and Kristine said they have signs already that say where certain items are located and 
have a bit of trivia on them as well. Sandy discussed the placement for these signs and Kristine 
discussed the option of investing in sturdier versions of the signs that are more weather and/or 
future proof.  
 
Sandy also discussed that Blair and Kirk have been working on the cost of equipment and the 
repairs to the equipment, which include focus in the next year on fundraising especially where 
equipment is utilized. The Foundation is also focusing on bringing more youth tours to the farm 
and on researching grants to aid in various purchases. Sandy also said the Foundation is creating a 
quarterly newsletter that will be sent to its members to update them about activities on the farm. 

https://clark.wa.gov/community-planning/historic-preservation-commission
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Rocky and Sandy discussed when the Foundation’s meetings occur, and Sandy said they are on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 4:00 p.m.; she said she will make sure that Blair invites the Clark 
County Parks and Lands Division to attend them.  
 
4:33 PM  Farm Operations Report – Zane Karver  
Zane listed various updates about the farm which include that greenhouse number seven is mostly 
taken apart, that most of the soil has been sold or distributed, that the creek is being mowed and 
the reeds of canary grass are being removed, that water has been distributed to both orchards, 
that coyotes chewed up some of the water lines, and that everyone is having good growth this 
season. Sandy, Matthew and Rocky also discussed whether greenhouse number seven will be 
replaced.  
 
Rocky provided additional updates including that the farm leases are being reviewed internally 
and then will proceed to the County Manager and/or Council to approve, that the Wetland project 
is almost ready to submit to environmental permitting noting some of its changes, that the county 
is working on its Capital Improvement Plan and there will be a public meeting in August for this, 
and that the county is in the process of acquiring ten acres of property adjacent to the farm which 
would consist of natural areas to aid in creating a buffer to the farm. Sandy, Rocky and Heather 
discussed the location of the ten acres and the county’s plans for the site.   
 
Kristine discussed that the building at Heritage Farm went through a green business certification 
through the County and passed, which means the building is now considered a green business. 
This certification evaluated the building’s office space, its water consumption, and the programs at 
the farm, which resulted in some things to work on programmatically. Kristine and Matthew 
discussed the idea of purchasing a dishwasher for the building to aid in reducing a lot of the single 
use plastic consumption.   
 
4:44 PM Public Comments – Matthew Baum  
Rocky and Matthew indicated that none have been received.  
 
4:45 PM Open Forum – Questions and Answers  
Heather and Rocky discussed the status of the Advisory Team being reconfigured and Rocky 
indicated it’s with the County Manager’s office for review. He said the county will continue to 
follow-up and provide updates to the advisory team’s members. Sandy also indicated that the sub-
committee has continued to do its work.  
 
Heather said that the Heritage Farm Steering Committee’s website is not currently present on the 
Heritage Farm website and Rocky said the county will work to make sure it has been updated.  
 
Kristine and Rocky discussed the status updates about having a calendar of events on the Heritage 
Farm’s website. Kristine noted that currently there are no instructions on the website for how to 
submit an event request and Rocky indicated that the county would investigate this. Kristine, 
Matthew, Rocky, Sandy and Heather discussed the website’s formatting as well.  
 
4:52 PM Close Out Remarks – Matthew Baum    
Monica introduced herself and thanked everyone for everything they do.  
 
Kristine, Rocky and Monica shared a few jokes.  
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4:54 PM Meeting Adjourned 
 
Submitted by Amy Arnold, Secretary  
 
All meetings are scheduled from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM  






