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Camp Bonneville Advisory 
Group Meeting Minutes 

 

 

August 30, 2023, 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM 
Clark County Public Safety Complex  

505 NW 179th St., Ridgefield, WA. 98642, and  
Virtual Meeting via Microsoft Teams  

 
Advisory Group: Allen Thomas, Ann Palkovich Shaw, Gregory Shaw, Michael Conway, Mary 
Lennox, Tom Dennison, Stephen Jones  
 
Clark County: Rocky Houston, Erik Harrison, Amy Arnold, David Stipe, Kevin Tyler, Kaley 
McLachlan-Burton, Priya Dhanapal, Amber Emery 
 
Guests: 360-601-2991, Bruce Maas, Kirk VanGelder, Jody (Guest), Jeremy VanGelder, 360-213-
6478, 360-901-5659, 360-903-4976, 503-781-9495 
 
* Not Present 

 
4:30 PM Called to Order 
Erik Harrison called the meeting to order reviewing the safety protocols for the building and 
where to go in case of an emergency.  
 
4:31 PM Introductions – Camp Bonneville Advisory Group  
Erik introduced himself giving a brief history of his career. Rocky Houston, Kevin Tyler, Priya 
Dhanapal and Amber Emery introduced themselves as well.  
 
The Camp Bonneville Advisory Group members also introduced themselves, starting with Greg 
Shaw, Ann Shaw, Steven Jones, Tom Dennison, Mary Lennox, Allen Thomas, and Michael Conway.  
 
Erik reviewed the agenda and indicated this meeting will only last for one hour. He stated the goal 
is try attempt to get through the agenda items at each meeting.  
 
4:43 PM Discuss Charter  
Erik discussed the Charter for the advisory group and what it entails reviewing each point – it’s 
Purpose, Background, Values, Composition, Roles and Responsibilities, Clark County Staff and 
Leadership, the Committee Members, the Ground Rules, Existing Assumptions, and the Meeting 
Schedule.  
 
Ann and Rocky discussed whether there will be Bylaws for this group. Rocky responded that this 
advisory group is closer to a steering committee in that they are aiding the county in providing 
feedback to council. Rocky also indicated that Bylaws pertain to a board that has been established 
for long-term purposes and reviewed the timeline of when the advisory group was established.  
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Greg requested a statement indicating why the advisory group was formed explaining the history 
of events that have occurred at Camp Bonneville and that he’s a citizen who is interested in the 
security, safety, and wildfire risk of the property. Rocky explained that the advisory group was 
revised from two separate ones, the Technical Advisory Committee and the Policy Advisory 
Committee, into one group to focus on the site wide cleanup action plan the county is developing 
at Camp Bonneville long-term. Rocky said the advisory board will also aid in keeping the public 
informed, and further stated that the goal is to bring forward questions from the public, answer 
them, and forward the information along to Council to make a determination.  
 
Greg, Rocky and Ann discussed the advisory group in general regarding the agenda, the research 
materials, who will present the findings, who the facilitator of the meetings is, and things of that 
nature. Erik answered that his objective is for everyone to establish a foundation of knowledge 
about Camp Bonneville first, then discuss things in more detail at future meetings.  
 
Members of the advisory group discussed that the number of meetings should be increased. Erik 
indicated that this something that can be requested in the future, if necessary. Ann further 
indicated that she believes the advisory group should not have an expiration date. Members of the 
advisory group also requested that the meetings run longer than one-hour and Rocky indicated 
that the meetings in the future will be at least ninety minutes, if not longer.   
 
Various members of the advisory group requested more information about Camp Bonneville. 
Greg, Erik and Amber discussed when information will be shared with the advisory group, and Erik 
responded indicating he will send out the Prospective Purchaser Consent Decree (PPCA) and 
Restricted Covenants, along with the website information for the Department of Ecology, and the 
documentation from the Listening Session. Erik also said he will try to respond to folks within 
seventy-two hours and Rocky indicated the county will try to send the advisory board members 
the information prior to the next meeting.  
 
Members of the advisory group also expressed interest in sharing each other’s contact 
information. Each person voted that they were willing to do so, and Rocky indicated he would 
share that list with everyone.  
 
Priya informed people to submit any comments to the Camp Bonneville email address: 
campbonneville@clark.wa.gov. Rocky explained that multiple people are monitoring this email.  
 
5:38 PM Meeting Adjourned 
This meeting has ended. There is no more time to discuss anything further.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Amy Arnold  
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From: J
To: Cnty Public Works Camp Bonneville
Subject: 8/30/2023 - Cag Meeting - Public Questions
Date: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 3:48:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Clark County. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

1. Will Camp Bonneville be classified as a no-go by incident response if there were to be a
Fire?  

2. If yes, given the contamination was caused by US Military Activities, when Camp
Bonneville burns, will it be classified as a man-made or a natural disaster?

3. Why were applicants excluded from serving on the committee when the total number of
committee members is substantially lower than the original planned size of the committee (7
members, down from original 24, then 12)?  

4. Additionally, why was approximately one third of the interview focused on Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion, if the end result of the application process was exclusion?   Isn't a multi-
year application process a fundamentally exclusionary activity?

Clark County Chair Eileen Quiring: “We need to include people who are impacted most;
those that live near there.” 

-Jared Lester
Neighbor to Camp Bonneville
Excluded CAG Applicant
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