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Urban County Policy Board
March 11, 2024

March 11, 2024, Meeting Agenda 
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• (info) I. Introductions 

• (action) II. Approval of February 12, 2024 minutes

• (info) III. HUD Funding Updates

• (action) IV. 2024 CDBG/HOME Funding Recommendations

• (info) V. October to December 2023 Quarterly Reports Review

• (info) VI. Program Updates

• (info) VII. Build America, Buy America Overview

• (info) VIII. Other
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Item II. February 12 Meeting Minutes (action)

3/11/2024Urban County Policy Board 3

• Attendance: UCPB Members: Councilor Glen Yung (Clark County); Mayor Troy McCoy (Battle Ground); Jim Hodges (Camas); 
Mayor Ron Onslow (Ridgefield); David Scott (Washougal); Councilor Marina Viray (Yacolt) Guests: From each presenting agency 
Staff: Michael Torres, Rebecca Royce, Janet Snook

Item III. HUD Funding (info)
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The following shows Clark County’s estimated U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development grant allocations for 2024. A 
budget was passed by Congress last week keeping CDBG funding level with FY2023 and a $250m decrease in HOME. Clark County 
is waiting for award announcements from HUD to finalize the budget. The entitlement amounts below are our best estimate. 

3

4



3/5/2024

3

Item III. HUD Funding (cont’d)
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Request approval to allocate any additional reprogrammed HOME ARP funds to Weaver Creek project.  

Item IV. Funding Recommendations (action)
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HOMEARP 
AwardHOME Award

CDBG 
AwardCDBG RequestTotal ScoreProjectApplicant

$45,000$730,922 Amount Available:Affordable Housing and Homelessness

$210,000$63,000$273,00097.00
Domestic Violence Survivors 
TBRAYWCA Clark County

$150,000$45,000$195,00095.25The Nest TBRAJanus Youth Programs

$83,940$25,182$109,12291.88Recovery TBRALifeline Connections

$275,000$25,000$300,00090.75
Affordable Housing & Stability 
ProgramShare

$45,000$11,982$0$300,00083.50Weaver Creek Commons
Vancouver Housing 
Authority

$0$0$122,85074.75TBRASalvation Army, The

$45,000$730,922 $2,030,894 Total

$0$0Balance
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Recommend asking 4D to re-apply next year
• Application was not recommended for funding from the City of Vancouver
• They do not have other funds committed to the project

Item IV. Funding Recommendations (cont’d)
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CDBG AwardCDBG RequestTotal ScoreProjectApplicant

$1,200,000Amount Available:Public Facilities and Neighborhood Improvements

$300,000$300,00088.86N Parkway Avenue SidewalksBattle Ground, City of

$200,000$200,00088.71Sargent Street ImprovementsRidgefield, City of

$0$204,54576.13Community center acquisition & rehab4D Recovery

$300,000$300,00068.13HSC Building AcquistionCouncil for the Homeless

$800,000 $1,004,545 Total

$400,000 Balance

Options:
• Balance of funding held as contingency
• Allocate to current application
• Allocate to homeowner rehab program

Item IV. Funding Recommendations (cont’d)
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HOME AwardCDBG AwardCDBG Request
Total 
ScoreProjectApplicant

$1,123,044 Amount Available: Asset and Economic Development

$300,000$300,00089.38Affordable Homeownership ProgramEvergreen Habitat for Humanity

$78,000$78,00087.25Pathways to Opportunity & Dev.Greater Vancouver Chamber

$130,000$130,00083.88Latinx Business assistanceHispanic Metropolitan Chamber

$300,000$300,00083.25Homeownership assistanceProud Ground

$299,371$299,37182.00BIPOC Business assistanceFourth Plain Forward

$101,10079.13Micro‐Enterprise assistance
Micro Enterprise Services of 
Oregon

$116,00078.63Business Support ServicesLivelihood NW

$75,00078.63Small Business Development
Vancouver Farmers Market 
Assoc

$1,107,371 $1,399,471 Total
$15,673 Balance
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• Next steps

• Award notifications to applicants

• Substantial Amendment to Action Plans for the 2022 and 2023 program years

• Cancelation of projects

• Addition of new projects

• Submitted to County Council for approval within next 30 days

• Submitted to HUD for approval

• Draft Action Plan for 2024 program year

• Submitted to County Council for approval in early May

• Submitted to HUD for approval

• Conduct environmental reviews and draft contracts

Item IV. Funding Recommendations (cont’d)
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Item V. Oct to Dec 2023 Quarterly Report (info)
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Item V. Oct to Dec 2023 Quarterly Report (cont’d)
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Item V. Oct to Dec 2023 Quarterly Report (cont’d)
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Item V. Oct to Dec 2023 Quarterly Report (cont’d)
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• Updated Quarterly Report Template

• Minor change to narrative questions

• Direct benefit report updates

• Now due quarterly

• N/A to infrastructure and TBRA 

• Separate sections for each program/project type

• Better instructions

• Will be sent with reminder for January-March reporting 

• CDBG Proposed Rule

• Makes revisions to the CDBG program for first time since 1994

• Updates to timeliness, economic development activities, Section 108

• https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/01/10/2024-00039/submission-for-community-development-
block-grant-program-consolidated-plans-and-indian-community

Item VI. Program Updates (info)
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• Central Park Place Flooding

• Due to a frozen pipe bursting

• Affected entire wing of building, total of 37 units

• Tenants have been relocated to other VHA owned units, some in the same building

• All units have been demolished down to studs to ensure no mold/mildew issues

• Estimating at least 6 months for construction

• Impacts:

• Many tenants lost belongings

• Costs not covered by insurance

Item VI. Program Updates (cont’d)
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Item VII. Build America, Buy 
America (BABA) Overview
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• BABA requires products purchased in connection with 
infrastructure projects funded with federal funds be purchased 
in the US

• Applies to all construction projects over $250,000 with any 
amount of federal assistance (regardless of source)

• Applies to products purchased for the project

• Iron and steel

• Manufactured products

• Construction materials

BABA General Information
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• Buy America Preference (BAP)

• Statutory requirement for infrastructure projects to use “covered materials” 
that are “American-made.”

• Infrastructure defined as construction of

• Buildings and real property (including housing)

• Utilities

• Water systems (drinking water and wastewater)

• Electrical transmission facilities and systems

• Broadband infrastructure

• Transportation infrastructure

BABA Definitions

3/11/2024Urban County Policy Board 18
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• Iron and steel defined as materials that are primarily 
composed of iron or steel. 

• Construction materials defined as:

• All raw materials used in construction

• Metals other than iron/steel

• Plastic materials such as PVC pipe

• Does not include cement and aggregates (stone, sand, gravel)

• Manufactured products are those with 2 or more materials 
combined and is not iron, steel or a construction material

BABA Definitions
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• Glass

• Lumber

• Drywall

BABA HUD Implementation
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Obligation = Date HUD signs the grant agreement with County

(HOME)
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• Exigent circumstances if a project must be completed 
immediately to protect life, ensure safety, or prevent 
destruction of property

• Projects with a total cost under $250,000

• De minimis portion that comprises no more than 5 percent of 
the total cost of covered materials used in a project, up to $1 
million

• Effective until November 23, 2027

• Documentation of determination must be kept in file

BABA General Waivers
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• Three types

• Public interest: BAP is inconsistent with public interest

• Nonavailability: covered materials are not produced in the US in 
sufficient and reasonably available quantities or quality

• Unreasonable cost: inclusion of domestically produced covered 
materials will increase the cost of the overall project by more than 25 
percent

• Process to request a project-specific waiver is under 
development

BABA Project-specific Waivers
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• As of today, BAP applies to:

• Infrastructure projects with CDBG funds obligated on/after 11/15/2022, AND

• Contain iron or steel, AND

• Have a total cost greater than $250,000

• As of today, BAP does not apply to:

• Infrastructure projects with CDBG funds obligated before 11/15/2022 
(including reprogrammed funds and program income)

• Projects that do not contain iron or steel

• Projects with a total cost under $250,000

• Projects that qualify for another HUD general waiver

BABA Current Status
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The Contractor must comply with the requirements of the Build America, Buy America 
(BABA) Act, 41 USC 8301 note, and all applicable rules and notices, as may be 
amended, if applicable to the Contractor’s infrastructure project. Pursuant to HUD’s 
Notice, “Public Interest Phased Implementation Waiver for FY 2022 and 2023 of Build 
America, Buy America Provisions as Applied to Recipients of HUD Federal Financial 
Assistance” (88 FR 17001), any funds obligated by HUD on or after the applicable listed 
effective dates, are subject to BABA requirements, unless excepted by a waiver.

BABA Required Contract Language
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All contracts and subcontracts must include the following 
language
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• HUD released a Request for Information on February 13 to 
get public feedback to:

• Enhance BABA implementation

• Understand market readiness

• Foster domestic supply chains in housing infrastructure development

• Comments are due by April 15

• https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/HUD-2024-0016-
0001?utm_source=HUD+Exchange+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=28eaab6c11-
BABA-RFI-Notice-Webinar-2.15.24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-
28eaab6c11-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D

BABA RFI
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• HUD’s BABA website: 
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/general_counsel/build_a
merica_buy_america

• Finding Domestic Suppliers: 
https://www.nist.gov/system/files/documents/2023/08/03/Findi
ng%20US%20Suppliers%20with%20MEPNN-WEB.pdf

• HUD BABA FAQs: 
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/general_counsel/build_a
merica_buy_america/faqs

BABA Resources
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VIII. Other

• National Community Action Week is April 1-5

• 50th Anniversary

• Proclamation

• Social media posts

• Public Comment

Save the Date - next UCPB meeting: 
June 11, 2024, 9:30am – 11:00am 

Wrap Up
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