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Provide overview of data sources and reporting 
frequency, recommended uses and limitations.

Review fatal and nonfatal overdose trend data.

Share examples of how data is used by public health 
to inform community prevention efforts.

Objectives
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Public Health Surveillance 

3

The ongoing, 
systematic collection, 
analysis, 
interpretation and 
dissemination of 
health-related data 
to inform public 
health practice.

Occurrence of health-
related event

Health-related event 
recognized by reporting 

source

Health-related event reported to 
responsible public health 

agency/agencies

Control and 
prevention activities 

Reporting to 
policymakers & 

public

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Updated guidelines for evaluating public health surveillance 
systems: recommendations from the guidelines working group. MMWR 2001;50(No. RR-13): 22.
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Drug Overdose Data Sources Clark County Public Health
Reporting Frequency

Prescription Monitoring Program Quarterly

CRESA – 911 calls for overdose Weekly

Washington Emergency Medical Services Information System 

(WEMSIS)

Monthly

Rapid Health Information Network (RHINO) - Emergency Dept. Visits Weekly

Comprehensive Hospital Abstract Reporting System (CHARS) Annual

Clark County Office of the Medical Examiner Monthly

Death Certificate Data Annual

Unintentional Drug Overdose Data (SUDORS) Annual



Fatal Overdose Data
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Overdose death in Clark County
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103 fentanyl 
deaths in 2023*

22

98 methamphetamine  
deaths in 2023*

61

158 total drug overdose 
deaths in 2023*

0

50

100

150

200

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Prelim
2023*

nu
m

be
r o

f d
ea

th
s

• In Clark County, the total 
number of drug overdose 
deaths increased by 160% 
between 2018 and 2023.

• Fentanyl & methamphetamine 
were the most common drugs 
involved in overdose deaths.

Number of overdose deaths by drug type

Source: WA State Dept of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Death Certificate data. Data represent deaths among Clark County residents.



Overdose death involving multiple drugs
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• The percent of overdose 
fatalities involving multiple 
drugs has been increasing in 
Clark County.

• In 2023, 61% of all overdose 
deaths involved more than one 
drug.

• The most common drug 
combinations include fentanyl 
& methamphetamine.
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Number of total overdose deaths &
percent of overdose deaths involving multiple drugs

Source: WA State Dept of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Death Certificate data. Data represent deaths among Clark County residents.



Fentanyl & methamphetamine overdose deaths
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In Clark County in 2023, 
most overdose deaths 
involving multiple drugs 
included both fentanyl 
& methamphetamine.

Source: WA State Dept of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Death Certificate data. Data represent deaths among Clark County residents.

Fentanyl alone 
23 deaths

Fentanyl with methamphetamine, 
64 deaths

Fentanyl + 
other drugs,
16 deaths

Meth alone
26 deaths

Methamphetamine with fentanyl, 64 
deaths

Meth + other 
drugs, 8 deaths

Methamphetamine involved overdose deaths in 2023, alone 
or in combination with other drugs

Fentanyl involved overdose deaths in 2023, alone or in 
combination with other drugs



Overdose death rate by demographics, 2018-2022

10https://clark.wa.gov/public-health/overdose-dashboard

https://clark.wa.gov/public-health/overdose-dashboard
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11%

89%

*2023 data are preliminary and subject to change. Data represent deaths that occurred in Clark County, regardless of residence.
Data Source: Clark County Medical Examiner data.

Housed: 
89% of overdose 
deaths were 
among people 
who were housed.

Unhoused:
11% of overdose 
deaths were among 
people experiencing 
homelessness at the 
time of death.

2023 Clark County overdose deaths by housing status



Nonfatal Overdose Data
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Nonfatal drug overdose
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Number of monthly EMS responses and emergency department visits for 
suspected opioid overdose in Clark County.
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Source: Washington Emergency Medical Services Information System (WEMSIS), National Syndromic Surveillance Program 
- Electronic Surveillance System for the Early Notification of Community-based Epidemics (ESSENCE)



Data-to-Action
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Public Health Overdose Surge Detection & Response Plan
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Alert 
community 

partners

Detect
increased 

risk

Monitor 
data 

sources

monthly internal reporting



Example community response in 2023
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Illicit Substance Use Prevention: Future Presentations
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https://clark.wa.gov/public-health/overdose-
dashboard 

Clark County 
Overdose Dashboard

https://clark.wa.gov/public-health/overdose-dashboard
https://clark.wa.gov/public-health/overdose-dashboard


Questions?
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CntyHealthHAE@clark.wa.gov 

mailto:CntyHealthHAE@clark.wa.gov
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