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PUBLIC WORKS 300 Franklin Street
CLEAN WATER COMMISSION PO Box 9810
Vancouver, WA 98666-9810
564.397.5267

April 1, 2026

Department of Natural Resources
Trust Land Transfer Program

Attn. Kenny Ocker

P.O. Box 47014

Olympia, WA 98504
dnrtltprogram@dnr.wa.gov

RE: Support for Clark County’s 2027-2029 Trust Land Transfer Program — Little Baldy Mt.
Application

Dear Kenny Ocker,

The Clean Water Commission is a nine-member volunteer advisory board that reports to the Clark
County Council and County Manager on program opportunities and priorities for Clark County’s
Clean Water Division. The Clean Water Commission’s mission is to work with our community and
leadership to improve and protect Clark County watersheds from the impacts of stormwater
runoff, point and non-point pollution sources, and other risks to the ecological integrity and
quality of our surface water resources. With that in mind, the Clean Water Commission strongly
supports Clark County’s Little Baldy Mt. application for the 2027-2029 Trust Land Transfer
Program, which will enable Clark County to continue its work to foster clean, healthy water;
abundant fish and wildlife; and an improved quality of life for the region’s residents.

Clark County has submitted a Trust Land Transfer program application for the transfer of
approximately 135 acres in Section 11, Township 2 North, Range 3 East, Willamette Meridian. This
acreage is entirely within the security perimeter fence line of the former Camp Bonneville Military
Reservation and was lease from the Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) by the
U.S. Army until the Army transferred Camp Bonneville to Clark County in 2006. The property is
subject to the Amended Prospective Purchaser Consent Decree issued by the Washington
Department of Ecology, including Cleanup Obligations and Long-term Obligations. The property
has been managed by Clark County under that decree for the remediation of the former military
reservation during this time.
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Upon completion of remediation efforts of the former military reservation, Clark County will
resume planning for reuse of the property, including regional park and wildlife management area
elements. Clark County will specifically manage the proposed transfer property as part of its
sustainable forestry program following principles and guidelines of the Forest Stewardship
Council and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative.

The property provides ample ecological value. It sits at the top of Livingston Mountain and is
comprised of several habitat types including younger stands of Douglas-fir dominated forest,
higher-order seasonal streams and riparian habitat, bigleaf maple and red alder dominated
hardwood forest, and herbaceous balds.

From an economical perspective, transferring this property to Clark County will have a positive
economic benefit for the community in Clark County because it will help facilitate the eventual
reuse of the former Camp Bonneville Military Reservation. Clark County will be able to more
effectively manage these forest stands as part of the forest stewardship plan and generate modest
revenue through forest health thinning to be reinvested in maintenance and development of the
property as a regional park and wildlife management area. The transfer of this property will
eventually provide expanded public recreational benefit and access to the former Camp
Bonneville Military Reservation as it is eventually master planned and developed as a regional
park and wildlife management area. When Camp Bonneuville is eventually opened to the
community it will be a regional draw and will benefit all of Clark County and surrounding
communities in the Portland-Vancouver metropolitan area. This means it would serve many
overburdened, underserved, and vulnerable populations.

Thank you for taking time to review the Clean Water Commission’s letter of support for Clark
County’s Little Baldy Mt. application for the 2027-2029 Trust Land Transfer Program. We
encourage you to approve this application, since it will have a significant and lasting impact not
only on our area’s water quality, but also result in multiple benefits for people, fish, and wildlife
while also generating significant recreational and economic benefits.

Sincerely,

Emily Hess, LHG
Chair, Clean Water Commission
e.hess.ccwc@gmail.com

ccC: Devan Rostorfer — Clean Water Division Manager, Clark County Public Works
Kevin Tyler — Lands Management Division Manager, Clark County Public Works
Clean Water Commissioners
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