
The 2026 Clark County Stormwater Manual (CCSM) was adopted by 
Clark County Council  on June 16, 2026, and went into effect 
starting July 1, 2026.  
 
The 2026 Manual includes an Introduction, and four technical 
Books with different requirements.   
Learn more about what changed from the 2021 Manual to the 2026 
Manual by reviewing the strikeout and redline versions on the 
Stormwater Code and Manual webpage. The final versions of the 
2026 Manual are included below.  
In this email you’ll find:  

1. Final versions of the 2026 Manual 
2. Manual implementation  
3. Which manual applies to your project: 2021 Manual or 2026 

Manual 
4. What is the Stormwater Manual and associated Code 
5. Requirements to update 
6. Key revisions of the 2026 Manual 
7. How to submit questions (please use the form on webpage rather than replying to this email) 

 
1. Final 2026 Clark County Stormwater Manual: Effective July 1, 2026 

• CCSM - Complete (introduction and all books) 
• CCSM - Introduction 
• CCSM Book 1 - Applicability, BMP Selections and Submittals 

o Describes the thresholds and circumstances in development, redevelopment and 
construction that trigger stormwater management requirements. It also describes the site 
investigation requirements to help choose which stormwater facilities to build for each 
project. 

• CCSM Book 2 - BMP Design 
o Describes the technical analysis, and engineering design standards for stormwater BMPs. 

• CCSM Book 3 - Source Control 
o Describes source controls to prevent pollution of runoff. 

• CCSM Book 4 - Stormwater Facility Operations and Maintenance  
o Describes the required maintenance and operations of stormwater facilities. 

 
2. Manual Implementation 
Training on how to implement and comply with the 2026 Manual is currently in development.  
The County’s Stormwater Manual is updated by Public Works Clean Water Division, and implemented by 
Community Development through development engineering review and permitting process.  
 
3. Which Manual applies to your project?  
Most projects that applied to Community Development prior to July 1, 2026, are subject to regulations in 
the 2021 Stormwater Code and Manual. Projects submitted on or after July 1, 2026, must follow the 2026 
Stormwater Code and Manual.   
If you have questions about the 2026 Stormwater Code and Manual and how it relates to your 
development or redevelopment project, contact Community Development. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fpublic-works%2Fstormwater-code-and-manual&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968505011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1jh6vPG54Rm0u5ChkOq4Qx4C8WvhyPLJyse5%2BPi81yg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fpublic-works%2Fstormwater-code-and-manual&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968536756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0Odp7nHWSsbUOwmeV4OZAeAbHT%2Fg6tyBh2foXYG%2Benk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F230381&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968556796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WQII4oi0EqkfkuCq3G2sFnw%2BOePjO9Hm212YmnWbd6k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F230231&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968576209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=izyStnOAgiBJk%2BMq%2BRO%2FZQFLIm%2BQlr%2Bt5lDzfek9i3s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F230411&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968595112%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RQaiU6cJVF5lXWw8s0c%2FECHui2qujDQQDjcNwd97yAM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F230241&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968613966%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wb5FI7gJRc5iYxDI9sXkkL3lrWBufxlxeXgnY19eWyA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F230246&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968633965%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sWF7qm4M1HmJS%2F0n9%2F3VYAbGbsnSu8fhB2YvLF31F98%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F230251&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968652597%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=trsXQNtKZhWqdE8quc8RVDXvtjD%2BlHYwfRMm3xTJsNc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fcommunity-development%2Fdevelopment-engineering&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968670967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k3WusSXFhKzmk%2F0wrVveQJeDQvb6Sx%2ByGPThJJy4DpU%3D&reserved=0


 
4. What is the Stormwater Code and Manual?  
The County Stormwater Manual guides new development and redevelopment practices, stipulates 
pollution prevention best management practices (BMPs), and defines operations and maintenance 
standards for stormwater treatment facilities. 
The Manual was adopted via an ordinance amending  local code, which set regulations for local land use 
and development, along with best management practices to minimize pollution and harmful effects of 
stormwater on water quality. Specific codes for regulating stormwater include: 

• 13.26A Water Quality - sets regulations for how to protect water quality during activities at existing 
development.  

• 40.386 Stormwater and Erosion Control - sets regulations for construction, development, and 
redevelopment related to stormwater.  

• Title 40 – sets regulations for development practices, including the use of low impact 
development and requirements for landscaping, parking and building to minimize impacts to 
stormwater.  

 
5. Manual update is required by Department of Ecology 
These 2026 Manual updates incorporate the latest WA Department of Ecology Phase I Municipal 
Stormwater Permit (Appendix 10) requirements, integrate local priorities, and align with recent technical 
standards.  The Washington State Department of Ecology found the 2026 Clark County Stormwater 
Manual equivalent to the 2024 Ecology Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington, 
making it suitable for use by any western Washington municipality to meet state stormwater 
management requirements for development projects. 
 
6. Key Highlights of 2026 Manual Revisions 

• Seven Ecology-mandated updates: Included are required changes to redevelopment 
thresholds, project exemptions, refined definitions, wetland outflow guidance, runoff-treatment 
performance levels (particularly for metals), updated source-control BMPs addressing PCBs, and 
an option for new high performance bioretention soil mix for enhanced stormwater treatment. 

• Restrictions on Deep Stormwater Injunction Wells (UICs): To safeguard Cleark County’s sole-
source drinking water aquifer, deep underground injection wells for flow control are restricted to 
prevent pollution of groundwater.  

• Phosphorus-area protections: The update adds phosphorus-treatment requirements to 
watersheds draining to Vancouver Lake and Lake River to safeguard water quality by reducing 
nutrient pollution that causes harmful algal blooms in Vancouver Lake. 

• Enhanced soil and infiltration testing: Geotechnical investigation requirements were updated to 
help identify more areas that are feasible for implementation of implement low impact 
development BMPs  

• More protective BMP design & siting requirements: Updates includes new requirements 
more  for outfalls, energy dissipation, slope positioning, groundwater mounding analyses, and 
mandatory pre-treatment before underground infiltration to better protect water quality.  

 
7. Where to direct general questions 
If you have any general questions about the revised Manual, please submit them via the form found 
on the Stormwater Code and Manual webpage. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2F230451&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968689124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kHVXuSS5wnRkuMdfcRRjG9K%2F7wbMETAieOVag6aMFqE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.codepublishing.com%2FWA%2FClarkCounty%2Fcgi%2FNewSmartCompile.pl%3Fpath%3Dhtml%2FClarkCounty13%2FClarkCounty1326A%2FClarkCounty1326A.html&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968708792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FSK9CKoIzNWYzf4bW80K7GnHO9VDthHZkaUREp258hs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.codepublishing.com%2FWA%2FClarkCounty%2F%3Fcomp-ClarkCounty40%2FClarkCounty40386%2FClarkCounty40386.html&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968727210%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=usRGddfEgLZgMK585t%2FMOtSLqo%2BRMrz7CAqgGkRspcU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.codepublishing.com%2FWA%2FClarkCounty%2F%3FClarkCounty40%2FClarkCounty40.html&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968745071%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=26GlS6XC3TS7dCgPN2LvkPFcKW8Q61%2BfM99w4EJI4bc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecology.wa.gov%2Fregulations-permits%2Fguidance-technical-assistance%2Fstormwater-permittee-guidance-resources%2Fstormwater-manuals&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968762222%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HMZ99EJ0SiaTNCjDW%2FykWJVErhLyPo9PXRcX7%2FmQopo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclark.wa.gov%2Fpublic-works%2Fstormwater-code-and-manual&data=05%7C02%7CAlice.Millward%40clark.wa.gov%7Cdda319b9013f4bb0d5d608dedc7a45c6%7C389c6904b0734843a92d4a72a350cf02%7C1%7C0%7C639190614968779761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kSG%2FYO563YkjU3tTYtKdTn0DEYkklQ%2BdV29vbhLCiZI%3D&reserved=0

