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Tuesday, August 11, 2026 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM 
Via Virtual meeting via Microsoft Teams only 

 

Board Members: John Rafanelli, Janis VanWyhe, Jessica Barksdale, Jim Kautz, Russell 
Malbur* Jordan Hamann, Brandon Erickson  
 

Clark County Staff: Amy Arnold, Ross Hoover, David Stipe, Eric Christensen, Elaine 
Thatcher 
 

Ex-Officio Members: School District Liaisons:  Cale Piland (Evergreen)* 
        AJ Panter (Vancouver)* 
        Rachel Best (Camas)* 

    Parks Foundation:  Sean Janson* 
 

Guests and Others: None. 
 
4:02 PM Call to Order  
Ross called the meeting to order.  
 

4:02 PM Administrative Actions  
Time Action Item 

4:02 PM MOTION BY: Jim Kautz                   SECOND BY:  Janis VanWyhe 
 MOTION: Motion to adopt Parks Advisory Board Meeting Minutes for both 

the June 9, 2026 Meeting Minutes and the July 14, 2026 Meeting Minutes as-
is. 

 DISCUSSION: None. The minutes have been approved.  
 IN FAVOR: Unanimous OPPOSED: None ABSTAINED: None 

 

4:03 PM Public Comment 
No public comments received, both in-person and online. Ross reminded the public to attend 
future meetings. 
 

4:03 PM Manager’s Report 
David discussed updates on major maintenance projects, including paving at Salmon Creek 
Klineline Park and the Blue Rock trailhead, roof work at Lewisville Regional Park, and upcoming 
Planning Commission and Council dates for the capital plan. David also discussed that a new Parks 
and Trails Planner III will be introduced at the next meeting.  
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Ross discussed the Regional Parks Funding task team regarding efforts to expand the Greater 
Clark Park District (GCPD) boundary sharing this website as a visual reference: GIS Clark County 
website for Parks in Clark County showing GCPD boundary, and a legislative barrier in state code 
requiring 20% of registered voters in each city to sign a petition for annexation, referenced here: 
Washington State Legislature Chapter 35.61 RCW regarding Metropolitan Park Districts and 
here: Washington State Legislature RCW 35.61.250 regarding Territorial annexation - Authority - 
Petition. Ross also discussed that the team is working on legislative changes to create more 
feasible pathways for expansion with County Council support, plans to engage a lobbyist and 
other park districts statewide. 
 
Jordan discussed which branch of government this change would occur in and how the Advisory 
Board could provide support; Brandon discussed whether a Southwest Washington legislature 
sponsor would be asked to assist with this and the timeline if the bill isn’t passed; Jordan discussed 
what the reference to “25” was to in the RCW (Revised Washington Code); and John said this is a 
big surprise for everyone to see that threshold.  
 

4:20 PM Action Items – Unfinished Business and/or New Business 
There is none.  
 

4:20 PM Informational Items – Unfinished Business and/or New Business 
There is none.  
 

4:20 PM Informational Items – New Business: Parks System Plan 
Ross discussed that a consultant, Design Workshop, was hired and outlined the engagement 
process for the system plan, discussed that focus groups are being formed and planned for 
September, which will include surveys and community outreach. Ross also discussed that the 
Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trails (PROST) Plan (found here: https://clark.wa.gov/public-
works/comprehensive-parks-plan), is a 20-year plan with a 6-year renewal cycle which aims for a 
full system reimagining.  
 
Jordan discussed how the focus groups’ participants are selected and whether the PROST Plan is a 
long-term plan, and Janis discussed how people can participate in the focus groups. 
 

4:31 PM Informational Items – New Business: Fees and Free Days for 2027 
Eric discussed the draft schedule for 2026-2027 regarding having 1 free parking day per month. 
Brandon discussed the practicality of some of the dates occurring on a weekday versus a 
weekend; Jordan discussed if Martin Luther King Day is a State Park Day and suggested it might 
be a good additive; Jessica discussed how big National Bird Day is; and Ross discussed how the 
current list of proposed dates were chosen.  
 
Ross discussed the 2027 Park Use Permit fee schedule which lists the proposed increases and 
restructuring for park use permits, vendor fees, late notice fees, and the clarity of event rentals 
versus picnic shelter reservations that were developed from the sub-committee review efforts in 
2022. Ross added that the Advisory Board’s feedback is needed to move forward with this 
recommendation to Council and would be discussed further at next month’s meeting. 
 
Jordan discussed that he would have liked to review this document before the meeting; John 
discussed how much the annual fee is for commercial photography; Elaine discussed why annual 
passes were created; Jordan and Eric discussed the different in the Tiered pricing and that the 

https://gis.clark.wa.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=c6003d7632c14fe786fdb17ac700381c
https://gis.clark.wa.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=c6003d7632c14fe786fdb17ac700381c
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.61
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.61.250
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.61.250
https://clark.wa.gov/public-works/comprehensive-parks-plan
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difference between a picnic shelter rental and event rental should be clearly defined; Brandon and 
Eric discussed the deadline for late notice fees and how this affects planning; Russell discussed 
who would enforce these rules and if there’s data from different park districts on how they 
operate; and Janis discussed concerns about vendors being dishonest and switching to flat fees 
instead.  
 

5:07 PM Roundtable Discussion 
Janis discussed the emerald ash borer threats to native ash trees and the lack of a heritage tree 
program, Ross discussed that the state is providing leadership on this and it’s a concern of various 
county departments, and Jessica said the Friends of Trees group may be a good resource.  
 
Brandon discussed the status of the land swap request that was presented at a previous Advisory 
board meeting and David discussed that he has a follow-up meeting with him this week.  
 
Brandon discussed that he’s received inquiries about the cricket practice pitch at Felida 
Community Park regarding how it was funded, David discussed the funding sources and explained 
the process for how this activity was chosen, and Ross discussed that he plans to share this 
information with the Felida Neighborhood Association. 
 
John discussed that he met with Sean Janson from the Parks Foundation of Clark County and 
encouraged the county to provide project cost estimates for potential donation opportunities for 
things like the Lewisville Park Central Shelter replacement project.  
 

5:25 PM Adjourn 
 

Respectfully submitted, Amy Arnold  



Park system planning
Parks & Nature and Lands Management Divisions

Presenter: Ross Hoover, Parks and Nature Division Manager

July 21, 2026



Why update the plan? 

Purpose

Meet the community’s needs 
for parks, recreation, open 
space and trails. 

Requirements 

• Clark County 
Comprehensive Plan 

• Growth Management Act

• Grant funding

4/1/2026



Addressing challenges

• Increasing park demands 

• Evolving recreational trends

• Climate impacts

• Land acquisition needs

• Disparities in access

Vancouver Lake Regional Park
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Key bodies of work – Design Workshop

• Identifying needs and 
gaps in system

• Outreach to under-
served communities

• Natural areas 
acquisition plan

• Regional trail plan 

• Develop level of 
service goals 
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Public engagement strategies

Community partnership approach

• Engage with community groups

• Understand increased expectations 
for parks and natural areas

• Continue building trust, improving 
partnerships

Courtesy Design Workshop
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Timeline

Stakeholder 
identification and 
outreach

June – August ‘26

Gathering community 
input 

August ‘26 – May 
‘27

System assessment and 
analysis

July ‘26 – 
November ‘27

Plan review and 
finalization

March – October 
‘27

Council adoption

November 2027
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Thank you!
Clark County Parks & Nature
Ross Hoover – Division Manager
ross.hoover@clark.wa.gov 

Clark County Lands Management 
Kevin Tyler –Division Manager
kevin.tyler@clark.wa.gov
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Free Parking Days + Observances 
2026 2027  

Tuesday, Jan. 5: National Bird Day 
Monday, Feb. 2: Groundhog Day Tuesday, Feb. 2: Groundhog Day  
Monday, Mar. 30: National Take a Walk in the 
Park Day 

Tuesday, Mar. 30: National Take a Walk in the 
Park Day 

Friday, Apr. 24: Arbor Day Friday, Apr. 30: Arbor Day 
Saturday, May 9: National Bird Day Saturday, May 8: TBD 
Sunday, May 17: Kids to Parks Day 

 

Sunday, Jun. 21: Summer Solstice Sunday, Jun. 20: Summer Solstice 
Saturday, Jul. 11: National Wildlife Day Saturday, Jul. 17: TBD 
Saturday, Aug. 15: National Relaxation Day Sunday, Aug. 15: National Relaxation Day 
Monday, Sep. 7: Labor Day Monday, Sep. 6: Labor Day  
Saturday, Oct. 17: National Take a Hike Day Saturday, Oct. 16: TBD 
Friday, Nov. 27: Green Friday Friday, Nov. 26: Green Friday 
Saturday, Dec. 5: International Volunteer Day Sunday, Dec. 5: International Volunteer Day 

 

• 12 days total 
• One day per month 
• 2027 is largely same as 2026 
• 2027 changes due to big events + include a January day 



 

 

Park Use Permit Fee Schedule 
 
 

 

Processing Fee (all events) 

Covers cost for staff time to process application, non-refundable. 

 
 

 
$25  $50 

Late Notice Fee (all events) 

Charged to applications submitted less than ten days in advance. 

 

$25  $50 

Event Fee (per day) 

*Public, private 

$250, $400, $800  

Vendor Fee 

Fee assessed to vendors selling goods or services at the event. 

$50 per vendor per day or 

10% gross rev., whichever is greater 

Paid Participant Fee Paid Admission Event (Commercial, For-Profit) 

Fee per participant/contestant that is required to pay a fee to enter an event. 

 

Shared Revenue Agreement 

 
Other fees assessed by Parks and Nature staff based on the specific needs of event 

 

1. Site Visit 
 

For potential staff time for site visits to help locate events. 

 

$50$75/visit 

2. Late Notice Site Visit Fee (all events) 

Charged to applications requiring a site visit and submitted less than 
ten days in advance. 

 

  $75/visit 

3. Damage Deposit 

Refundable deposit for damage, above expected normal use. 

 

Variable based on event 

4. Key Deposit 

Deposit for keys needed to open access gates. 

 

$50 refundable 

5. Water Key Deposit 

Deposit for keys needed to open water spigots. 

 

$50 refundable 

6. Early Open Fee 

Covers staff time if event begins before 7 am on weekends or 9am on 
weekdays. 

 

$20 $75 per hour 

7. Other Pre-event Maintenance 

Covers staff time for additional pre-event services, e.g. flagging irrigation 
lines for events that require staking; marking race routes; turning 
irrigation on/off. 

 

 

$35 $75 per hour 

8. Photography/Filming 

License fee to shoot still or film for commercial purposes within 
County parks. 

 

$400 per day 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC WORKS 

PARKS AND NATURE  
 
 

clark.wa.gov 

4700 NE 78th Street 
Vancouver, WA 98665-0906 
564.397.2285 

CLARK COUNTY WASHINGTON 
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Clark County's main website URL

https://www.clark.wa.gov/public-works/clark-county-parks


 
 
Park and Facility Use Permit Fee Structure + Criteria 
 

 Tier I Tier II Tier III Tier IV Tier V 

 $25  $250  $400  $800  Varies 

Size of Event 1-99 100-199 200-299 300+ Varies 

Fees Charged No Donations 
only 

Participant 
Fees 

Participant 
fees 

Public Entry 
Fees 

Exclusivity of Event Non Exclusive Either Either Either Exclusive Use 

Concessions None 1-2 3-5 6+ Varies 

Public Services 
Required 

N/A N/A Minimal Moderate High 

Impact on Park Users None Minimal Moderate High High 

Advertising N/A Minimal Moderate Moderate High 

 
Size of Event 
The initial permit fee shall generally be based on the anticipated number of event attendees/participants. Rate 
may be adjusted if event results in number less than or greater than anticipated. 
  
Fees/Tiers Criteria 
Tier I: No admission fees, entry fees, or donations shall be charged or required to participate. No donations 
shall be solicited on-site. 
 
Tier II: No admission fees or entry fees shall be charged or required to participate. Donations may be solicited 
on or off-site. 
 
Tier III and Tier IV: No admission fees or entry fees may be charged or required to participate.  
 
Tier V: No admission fees or entry fees may be charged to the public to gain entry into or view event. 
None: No admission fees, entry fees, or donations charged or required to participate. No donations solicited 
on-site. 
 
Donations Only: No admission fees or entry fees shall be charged or required to participate. Donations may be 
solicited on or off-site. 
 
Participant Fees: Admission fees or entry fees charged or required to participate. 
 
Public Entry Fees: Admission fees or entry fees charged to the public to enter or view event. 
 
Exclusivity of Event 
Non-Exclusive Use: Event does not prevent or restrict participation by a member of the general public. Event is 
publicly advertised and accessible to all.  
 
Exclusive Use: Event is exclusive to a specific group of individuals or organization to participate or attend. 
 
Concessions 
Concessions may include any of the following that shall be utilized for the event: 
Material or Food Vendors 
Equipment Rental 
Catering 
 
Public Services Required 



 
Public Services may be defined as any public agency, department, division or individual, outside of or including 
Clark County Parks and Nature, that would require coordination with, to properly and thoroughly permit the 
event. Examples may include but not be limited to include fire, police, transportation, and maintenance staff. 
 
Impact on Park Users 
Typical events should allow for the use of the park/trail system by the general public. The greater the impact to 
the general park use, the more time and coordination is required to process the permit and logistically 
manage/monitor the event. 
 
Advertising/Marketing/Promotion  
Advertising may impact the public’s use and enjoyment of the park and may require more time and 
coordination to process the permit. Additionally, advertising typically requires a greater emphasis on post 
event cleanup and impacts to park property. 
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