Clark County Farm Advisory Committee
March 11, 2019
1. WELCOME

2. MEMBER/STAFF INTRODUCTIONS 

a. Committee Members Present: Jason Lee, Bruce Wiseman, Marcee Wright, Sue Marshall, Dennis Schodt, Roni Battan, Lisa Bayautet, Valarie Alexander

b. Also Present: Rebecca Barrilleaux
3. REVIEW WAC 458-30-345 – ADVISORY COMMITTEE

a. Discussed electing officers

4. ADVISORY DUTIES

a. Give advice for rental rates but have no decision author

b. Usually meet once a year in early spring to get Current Use rates updated.

5. DISCUSSION –
A. Reviewed past soil rates – See schedule

a. Why are we doing this?  The market value is different than the Current Use value.  Current Use value is based on a 5 year average, we need to update yearly to get as close as we can to the actual rates

b. Does what you lease the land for impact or raise the tax base for Current Use property taxes?– No, the Current Use tax rate does not matter what you are leasing it for. 

c. Are there any dollar amounts due to easements that impact this calculation?  We don’t use those sales.  They are not valued at market. 

d. What is the soil used for?  Based on soil type (data from 2000), what can grow in those soils.  The soil type description is used as reference.

e. Calculation of rate per acre- Take the recommendation and surveys, the DOR provides the interest rate and tax component to come up with the actual rate per acre.  

i. These are entered in to a land schedule and applied to Current Use properties for the year.

f. What is the net effect of $1 change in rental rates to the county?  It is a minimal we wouldn’t see a full dollar in tax change.  Remember it is a 5 year average, $15 for instance would be a large jump.

B. CURRENT USE -  RENTAL RATES – POSSIBLE RENT SOURCES:

CAPITAL PRESS? OTHERS?

a. Do universities have some ideas to contribute to this information?

C. The USDA collects surveys on this information; we should be able to access that data.
D. There are communities who are actively trying to match up people who want land with land.  Is there anything like that here?  That would not be a focus of this committee but if an entity like that exists we may wish to see if they have farming data.

E. Suggested to add to the survey “if money was no object would you be able to grow?” “how difficult is it to farm- residential, legal, logistical impacts?” it may open up the survey to a better response.  
F. Committee would like to know how many farms are under 10 acres.  Is there a way to make contact with those off that list because it is no longer being farmed, ask – retirement? Sold to investors?
a. How do they get back on to the programs?  If they are under 20 meet the min. income requirements 3 out of  5 years ($1,500) then they could reapply.   If they don’t meet those requirements they would be removed and back taxes, interest and fee.

6. ADVISORY RECOMMENDATIONS
a. Reviewed THE 2018 Farm and Ag Land 5-year rate table spreadsheet for rates and asked if there needed to be any changes.

b. Rates agreed upon today will impact 2019 assessment for 2020 taxes.  A survey sent in 2019 will be reviewed potentially this fall.

7. NEXT MEETING DATE – This fall TBD.  Committee members are asked to give Dennis or Roni their survey suggestions ASAP.
8. ADJORNMENT

