










Clark County Historic Preservation Program 
Attention: Community Planning 
1300 Franklin St 
PO Box 9810 
Vancouver, WA 98666-9810 

Project Name: Plankhouse and Objects Organization, Protection, and Storage 

Organization 
We have conducted a full inventory of all cultural and interpretive items associated with the Cathlapotle Plankhouse and 
Lifeways and Landscapes Program, including the identification of missing objects and the discovery of items not 
previously listed in our records. All items have been reassigned new Accession numbers and entered into the PastPerfect 
Collections Management Software. In addition to categorizing House objects by material (stone, antler, hide, wood, 
fiber, etc.) we are also creating cross references for items created by Indigenous artisans, interpretive objects created by 
non-Native volunteers, and materials from the natural environment. All photography is complete, with special attention 
paid to documenting existing damage, as well as recording locations where future degradation is likely to occur. 

We were unable to move forward with engaging with grassroots project Mukurtu CMS, a collections management 
platform focused on empowering Indigenous communities, due to the platform’s reliance on cloud-based information 
storage. The US Fish & Wildlife Service’s information storage policies explicitly state that cloud-based storage is 
forbidden. As such, we were unable to take advantage of this innovative approach of recording and dissemination of 
Indigenous knowledge along with western information sharing practices regarding Collections. 

Preservation 
Due to the nature of our education program, our interpretive items and materials receive continual handling by the 
public for much of the year, and preventative conservation is a top priority. However, our fears about more proactively 
addressing Agents of Deterioration have been lessened through work with our Indigenous contractors, Greg Robinson 
with the Chinook Indian Nation, Greg Archuleta with the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, and Judy Bridges of the 
Cowlitz Indian Tribe. One of the greatest highlights of this project has been the ability to incorporate the Indigenous lens 
to objects in the Plankhouse, which will better inform our interpretation moving forward. Specifically, the fiber art work 
sessions that Mrs. Bridges led gave us extraordinary background on the gathering plants, construction of items such as 
baskets and mats, long-term storage of unused gathered materials, and estimates on how much to gather in order to 
replace mats in the Plankhouse as they complete their life cycle. 

After reviewing our entire Collections we have been assured that visible use-wear is part of the life-history of the items 
in the House and that having the ‘lived in’ look is appropriate for the contexts in which our Collections are displayed and 
utilized. Additionally, we have received guidance on culturally appropriate care, handling, and storage of the artifacts 
and items for which we are responsible. Mr. Robinson, Mr. Archuleta, Mrs. Bridges have given us recommendations on 
possible future acquisitions for our Lifeways and Landscapes Program and provided additional support in repairing some 
items. Both Mr. Robinson and Mr. Archuleta have donated some small objects as part of their work with us to better 
highlight Plankhouse village life. 

Security 
While use-wear acknowledgements from our Indigenous partners are comforting, we still want to ensure the best 
overwinter storage and safety of objects during transportation to and from seasonal displays in Clark County. The 
purchase of the Weathertight totes from The Container Store has enabled us to mitigate our biggest concern for the 
storage of Plankhouse items - moisture. Additionally, the sealed bins will keep out pests/animals, dust, and other 
contaminants while in storage. Finally, the strength and durability of the bins ensure that we can stack, store, and 
transport items in our Collections in a secure manner - all of which were great concerns upon starting the Collections 
review. 




