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almost three million Germans who left their country during Bismarck's service as minister president 
from 1862-1890. 

Robert and Minna Luepke fit the mold of many of the emigrants from Germany at that time - they 
were living in the northeast portion of the country, were from a family which made its living working 
for others at a wage with small prospect of saving enough to obtain land for themselves, were 
Catholic, and chose the United States as their destination. Horticultural knowledge from Europe was 
sought after in Victorian America, and the Luepkes may have been aware of this as they considered 
job possibilities abroad. 

Robert was in Houston, Texas by 1895 but arrived there at an unknown date, which is also true of 
Minna. (It is possible that they lived in Ohio for a time.) By 1896, he was already in operation as a 
florist, as the Houston Daily Post noted that he had over 2000 chrysanthemums in full bloom and 
ready for viewing. From 1897 on, he is listed in the city directory as a florist through at least 1920. 
Robert became a citizen in 1882, and Minna in 1887, although they do not appear in any federal 
census until 1900, by which time they were recorded as living in Houston and having a floral 
business there. Frank was not listed as living with them, although they had two boarders, one of 
whom was employed as a saleswoman in the business. 

Family records show that Frank married Edla Mathilda Jacobson, who was born in Michigan in 1889 
to parents who immigrated from Sweden. Tney were living in Texarkana, Texas in May, 1908 when 
Rudolph, "Rudy," was born. 

The Luepkes Arrive in Vancouver-Frank moved to Vancouver in 1909 after first checking out Portland, 
Oregon. Family lore holds that Frank was intending to travel to Vancouver, British Columbia but 
took the Vancouver, Washington street car instead and liked what he saw as that was a time of 
population growth in the town. He first sold flowers from a push cart downtown, and brought his 
family from Texas soon after his arrival. He acquired or built business premises fairly quickly at 
essentially the current location. By 1910, the family was living at 209 W. 14th behind the shop and 
greenhouse at 206 W. 13th. Daughter Gertrude was born in December of 1911. The earliest shop was 
a modest gable-front wood-framed building with a central front door framed by large windows. The 
wood-frame, gable-front greenhouse adjacent to the east had glass walls and roof set above low 
wooden walls of horizontal boards. 

The area where the Luepke business was established was a mix of residential and commercial, 
although of course the enormous brick cathedral was a major physical presence. The Luepkes built 
their shop and greenhouse - the latter about twice as big as the shop - on what had been a vacant lot 
to the west of a residence at the corner of Washington and 13th, and to the east of a carpentry and 
paint shop. Initially, they had one competitor, Eugene Zimmer, but he appears to have only been in 
operation since 1907, according to city directories. Zimmer and the Luepkes were soon joined by 
Abram Axtell in town, and also Fritz Braun and Mrs. D.L. Russell in Washougal. As the decade went 
on, the city directory began differentiating between florists and nurserymen and showed that the 
quantity of the latter were outstripping florists over time. In 1912, Axtell and Zimmer appeared to 
have left the floral business, but a new competitor, Andrew Hanson, had established a presence at F 
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and 27th in what is now the Shumway neighborhood. Camas had gained a florist, Fred Palmer; Mrs. 
Russell continued in Washougal. 

The Vancouver floral scene continued to grow into the late 1920s, by which time there were five 
florists in town, including J.E. Larson, which would remain in business into the 1990s. Some nursery 
operations were also close at hand to the downtown population center, such as Villa Nursery, at 10th 
and Washington, and the Clark County Nursery at 2301 Main, and presumably consumers bought 
plants from them, and perhaps cut flowers if not arrangements. Economic conditions, with plenty of 
jobs and burgeoning construction, seemed to warrant the growth. The Evergreen Highway (State 
Route 14) was built between 1921-1926. The new Shumway Junior High and the Evergreen Hotel 
opened in 1928, and Clark General Hospital at 33rd and Main in 1929 to serve a population which had 
grown to 19,000. 

The Luepkes were operating a very successful business which had expanded by 1928 over much of 
the block. They had built several additional greenhouses, including one where the dwelling to the 
west formerly stood, added a boiler house for the greenhouses, and were cultivating extensive floral 
gardens. By this time, Rudy had joined the business as a florist. 

Frank died in September of 1930, and was buried at Park Hill Cemetery. Edla, Rudy, and Gertrude 
carried on the business, with Gertrude also serving as a florist. Rudy married Louise Zumsteg (1910-
1990), a local dance instructor, in 1933. 

Gertrude married Tilden Randall (1912:-1963) in 1934. The firm joined the Florist's Telegraph Delivery 
(FTD - now Florist's Transworld Delivery) network and advertised cut flowers, floral designs, and 
potted plants. Edla died in 1936; Rudy and Gertrude continued to operate the store jointly. 

New Store Constructed -A fire in the shop on July 2, 1937 was a major stimulus to build the current 
building. The small blaze was thought to have been started by a prowler as the building had been 
entered and sales tax receipts rifled through several times recently. A relatively small amount of 
damage occurred, although many flowers were wilted, but the construction decision was made 
quickly, as architect Donald J. Stewart had the plans done by the end of August, and was advertising 
for contractors to bid on the project the following September. Even given that the first set of bids were 
rejected, construction was completed around December 2, and the grand opening was held on 
December 4. In addition to Rudy and Gertrude, the firm employed two other florists full-time, and 
also had a part-time employee. 

This type of speed was probably possible due to labor being readily available as few construction jobs 
were underway during the heart of the Great Depression, and many of them were very small. 
Building permits were being issued at a higher rate than in 1936- but the overall total value was 
lower than the previous year. The local paper, the Columbian, contained far more notices of work on 
minor remodelling jobs, such as a roof replacement or a small addition, than construction of an entire 
building. Presumably, too, the Luepkes were trying to complete the building prior to winter weather. 

An existing dwelling was demolished to create space for the new store. Local businesses supplied the 
construction and most of the materials, as was the intent of the owners. The firms involved were 
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Johnson Construction Company as general contractor, Vancouver Sign Company, Olson Electric 
Service, Columbia Feed and Fuel Co. (cement, lath, plaster, and steel), Vancouver Sheet Metal Works, 
Paulsen Plumbing, Sparks Hardware (builders hardware), and R.J. Odne (painting and decorating). 
One Portland company, Baldwin Refrigeration, was probably selected over someone from Vancouver 
because the refrigerated storage unit was the largest in the region, and perhaps required installation 
expertise not available in Vancouver. 

The 28-year old firm occupied the old shop during construction, but it was razed after the move to 
the new quarters to make way for a new, much larger greenhouse with 10,000 feet of glass. In 
contrast, the old greenhouse, which was retained, had only 400 square feet of glass. The Columbian 
hailed the new cast-concrete building as "one of the most modern of its type in the Pacific 
Northwest" and declared it "strikingly modern in its design and appointments." Specifically noted 
were the unusual arrangement of the display windows and design which allowed for equal viewing 
from both interior and exterior, modern indirect lighting, the large, intricate neon sign, and the 
chrome-trimmed marquees. It may seem surprising that such a relatively elaborate building was 
constructed in the 1930s. However, the floral business was less impacted by the Great Depression 
than some others. Many practitioners cut wages and prices to survive. Lower prices for flowers 
meant that they made a popular, affordable gift, and sales typically increased as the decade 
continued. Lower labor costs overall meant that greenhouse construction was relatively inexpensive, 
and businesses could expand their output close to home. The Luepke store, with its curving Moderne 
lines, bold signage, sleek chrome trim, displays that curved out into the shop, glamorous refrigerated 
display, and modern lighting fixtures inside and for displays was on the cutting edge of 1930s floral 
shops. Given Rudy's civic boosterism, it seems logical that the shop was also meant to inspire 
optimism among Vancouver residents and downtown businesses. 

Architect and Architecture - Spokane native Donald J. Stewart, F AIA (1895-1996) became a registered 
architect in 1931 in Washington, after education at Washington State College (now university), 
military service as an engineer, work at Washington State and with various architects including 
Thompson and Churchill and Benjamin Wister Morris in New York City, A.E. Doyle in Portland, and 
John Graham in Seattle, and European travel. Beginning an architectural practice in 1931 Vancouver 
was an uphill battle due to the Great Depression, but his career developed to make him one of the 
city's two most prolific and prominent architects, along with Day Hilborn, of the twentieth century. 
In just the same year of the Luepke commission, the prolific Stewart also designed the Sparks Motors 
Building at 6th and Broadway (also Moderne), prepared remodelling plans for Sparks Hardware at 
607 Main, and the Elks Lodge, additions to the Vancouver Ice and Coal Company, a new commercial 
building near 141h and Main, and several residences. He also was elected chair of the Vancouver 
Planning Commission, and received an award for the design of a cold storage plant near Tillamook, 
Oregon. 

Among Stewart's solo or joint efforts with other architects were designs in Vancouver for Hudson's 
Bay and Vancouver high schools, and Hough Elementary School, Deer Hall, the Boy's Dormitory and 
Hunter Gymnasium at the Washington School for the Deaf. Works outside Vancouver include Camas 
(Washington) High School, the Skamania County Courthouse in Stevenson, Washington, and 
Portland, Oregon's First Methodist Church and the Blue Cross Building. Stewart considered his most 
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significant accomplishment, however, to be the design for Vancouver's First Presbyterian Church, 
dedicated in 1959, of which he was a parishioner. 

Volunteer activities included service on the Vancouver and Clark County planning commissions, and 
as president and long-time member of the Fort Vancouver Historical Society. In the latter capacity, 
he was also a supporter of plans to reconstruct Fort Vancouver. Stewart's civic-mindedness was also 
evidenced by his and wife Elizabeth's donation of 12 acres of land to the city in 1974 for use as a park. 

The most notable other example of Moderne architecture remaining in Vancouver is the 1941 Pepsi 
Cola Bottling Plant by Stewart, although there are several significant buildings of the general period 
which fall more clearly in the realm of the Art Deco style. Day Hilborn's 1941 Clark County 
Courthouse and 1936 Kiggins Theater complex, are among these, as is the c. 1934 Vancouver 
Telephone Exchange by Albertson, Wilson, and Richardson - all of which are listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Vancouver in the late 1930s and early 1940s -The modern floral shop was constructed during a time of 
preparation in Vancouver for a future that was unknown but rapidly unfolding on a national and 
international scale. President Franklin Roosevelt visited the city in September of 1937 while on a trip 
inspecting construction of the Columbia River dams which were helping bring the region out of the 
Depression and extend electric power to more remote areas. Their eventual power production would 
enable the building of major industries like Alcoa Aluminum in Vancouver which would play an 
important role in national defense during World War IL Other 1930s WPA projects of a local nature, 
such as significant improvements to the city water system and construction and extension of power 
transmission lines, would also stand the city in good stead after the United States entered the war as 
a combatant in December 1941, and Henry Kaiser swiftly brought defense shipbuilding to the city the 
following year, and the population increased rapidly and exponentially. 

First Major Remodel - The business continued to operate successfully through the war years, and 
easing of wartime materials restriction allowed for the 1945-46 addition of a Stewart-designed garden 
and gift shop west of the 1937 floral shop. This would have been the first post-war opportunity for 
expansion as building materials restrictions during the war would not have allowed for an addition. 
The war boom in population meant that the town would remain significantly larger than before the 
conflict, and business prospects looked positive. Stewart's plans for the addition are dated October 8, 
1945. Therefore, the owners moved into action to expand very quickly after the Japanese surrender in 
August, and formal signing of the document on board the U.S.S. Missouri on September 2. 

The 1949 Sanborn map shows the building as it currently is, but with only one greenhouse still 
remaining to the west, and the rest of the block built up commercially and residentially and no longer 
containing any floral gardens. These had been replaced by large greenhouses constructed on 80 acres 
of property near Dollar's Corner called Cedar Lawn Farms where the firm raised flowers and plants 
to sell to their customers, and to other floral businesses. The three greenhouses measured 150 x 30 
feet each, and were constructed without interior supports. The open space allowed room for a small 
tractor to enter and place plants and remove them. The farm also had several simpler and smaller 
greenhouses. In 1949, two of the large greenhouses and several of the smaller ones were completely 
dedicated to growing chrysanthemums, and the business was also known for raising asters. 
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Second Major Remodel -To celebrate the 1959 5Qth anniversary of the business operating in Vancouver, 
Luepkes secured the services of architect W. Donald Cassady (who was to later design the 1963 
Vancouver Community Library) to update the appearance of the building within the bounds of the 
existing footprint. 

Rudolph Luepke - Rudy, who started work in the business at a young age, grew up to be a man whose 
professional and civic activities were legion. Recreationally, he played city league basketball as part 
of the Crimson Ramblers, and other teams, and was also on the softball team fielded by the 
Vancouver Gyro Club (a social and service organization). Professional volunteer stints included 
service as director of region 11 (comprised of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, and British 
Columbia) and district representative of the FTD Association, director of the Society of American 
Florists, and director of the U.S. Florist Information Council. He was also national president of FTD -
the only Pacific Northwesterner to have served in that position by 1957. His work with these 
professional organizations included evaluation of potential members, public speaking, and 
convention planning. A founder of Royal Oaks Country Club, he served as chair of the Regional 
Planning Commission, held a lifetime membership in the Jaycees, was president of the Vancouver 
Chamber of Commerce, and was an active member of Kiwanis and the Elks. Rudy was presented 
with Vancouver's First Citizen Award in 1951, but his public contributions did not stop then. Political 
involvement included service on the Vancouver City Council beginning in 1957, and a stint as mayor 
from 1962 to 1966. Rudy passed away in 1969. His grave marker at St. James Acres states: "Mayor of 
Vancouver, Friend of All, Dedicated His Life to the Town He Loved," and he is memorialized by the 
Luepke Senior Center. 

The Floral Business in the Late 20th Century-The floral industry changed significantly in the late 20th 
century as cut flowers and potted plants became increasingly available in supermarkets. Consumers 
became more likely to purchase them for themselves or as gifts along with their regular groceries at a 
lower price than was typical of florists. Improvements in packing, refrigeration and transportation 
technology resulted in increasingly economical, high quality and faster shipment of flowers from 
abroad. Florist operations were challenged by these pressures and many went out of business. 

Luepke's Today- Rudy and Louise's three sons Bart, Nick, and Rudy did not elect to stay in the family 
business but Gertrude's (who had married Benjamin Gerstein in 1964) daughter and son-in-law, 
Diane and Ronald Frichtl, purchased Rudy's portion of the business and became the third generation 
of the family to be involved. Gertrude retired about 1974, and died in 1983. The Frichtls remained 
active in the business until about 2004, and then sold it to Maria and Alan Adler, who operated it 
until the end of 2014, when they sold it to current owner Bruno Amicci, who also bought the' 
building. Amicci is continuing to operate the floral portion of the business and is actively 
rehabilitating the building with plans to add a coffee bar, brew pub, offices, and art space. 
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UTM References 
(Place additional UTM References on a continuation sheet.) 

1 
Zone Easting 

2 
Zone Easting 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

Northing 

Northing 

3LJ 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 LJ 
Zone Easting Northing 

#289 OF E 1/2 OF SHORT CLAIM ; NW 1/4,S27,T2N,R1E and VANCOUVER lST ADON LOTS 8 & 9; NW 
1/4 527 T2N R1E 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The boundaries are the same as the legal property lines of the two parcels on which the building sits. 
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organization date 2/ 4/2015 ---------------------- -----------
street & number 2223 G St telephone 360-921-5992 

city or town Vancouver state WA zip code 98663 
~---- ------

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the CCHPC Staff) 

Property Owner 

name Bruno Amicci 

street & number _1_3_00_ SW_ P_a_r_k_A_v_e-'--, _A_.__p_t._1_2_01 ___ telephone _5_0_3-_8_10_-_95_4_7 ____ _ 

city or town _ P_o_r_tl_a_n_d ___________ state _O_ R ______ zip code _9_7_2_0_1 __ _ 



I Clark County Heritage Register Nomination Form I CLARK COUNTY , WA I Page 16 of 5 

4b. CLARK COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

In my opinion, the property D meets I D does not meet the Clark County Heritage Register 
criteria. (0 See continuation sheet.) 

Signature of commenting staff Date 

4c. CLARK COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION I 
DECISION 

IN THE OPINION OF THE CLARK COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION, THE 
PROPERTY MEETS 0 I DOES NOT MEET 0 THE CLARK COUNTY HERITAGE REGISTER 
CRITERIA. (0 See continuation sheet.) 

CHAIRPERSON, 
Clark County Historic Preservation Commission Date 


