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1. Name of Property

historic name Clark County Poor Farm; Southwestern Washington Experiment Station

other names/site number Washington State University Southwest Washington Research Unit; 78™ Street Heritage Farm

2. Location

street & number 1919 NE 78" Street not for publication
city or town - Vancouver ° vicinity

state Washington code WA  county Clark code 011 zip code 98665

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this _X nomination __request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in
36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _ X meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be
considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

___national ___ statewide X local
% M TR
Signature of cenifyiﬂicial/’l‘it]e ( Date

Washington State Historic Preservation Office
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

[ hgreby certify that this property is:
Mtered in the National Register __determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register
ther (gxplain:) !
: % %——“' //7/20/7
Signatufre of the Keeper Date of/Action

V4 1



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Clark County, WA

Clark County Poor Farm / SW Washington Experiment Station

Name of Property

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
X | public - Local X | district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

T 6 buildings
2 1 sites
2 structures
objects
9 9 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

HEALTH CARE: Sanitarium

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:

Horticultural Facility, Agricultural Qutbuilding

_Agricultural field, Animal facility, Horticultural facility

EDUCATION: Research

_Agricultural Outbuilding

GOVERNMENT: Government office

EDUCATION: Research

LANDSCAPE: Park

FUNERARY: Cemetery

FUNERARY: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS:

Italian Renaissance

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: Concrete

walls: _Stucco, Weatherboard, Fiberglass

roof:  Aluminum, Asphalt

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources if
necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location,
setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Clark County Poor Farm historic district is comprised of 99 acres, most of which is agricultural farmland.
The historic district has 18 resources, including 13 buildings, 3 sites and 2 structures. The resources are
grouped into 5 clusters based on geographic location and resource type:
1. Administration buildings
a. 3 contributing buildings (Administration building, Garage, and Milk House)
2. Greenhouses and Agricultural buildings:
a. 1 contributing building (Shop)
b. 3 non-contributing buildings (Tool Room, Head House and the Pesticide Shed)
c. 1 non-contributing site (Greenhouses site)
3. Central outbuildings
a. 3 contributing buildings (Machine Shed, Bunk House and Hog Barn)
b. 1 non-contributing building (Well House)
4. Cemetery
a. 1 contributing site (Poor Farm Cemetery)
5. Hazel Dell Park
a. 1 contributing site (Hazel Dell Park)
b. 2 non-contributing structures (Picnic Shelters)
c. 2 non-contributing buildings (Bathrooms and Utility Shed)

In general the non-contributing resources are secondary resources and outbuildings, while the more prominent
resources are all contributing. Nearly all of the non-contributing resources are located in two specific clusters,
the Greenhouses and Agricultural Buildings Cluster and within the Hazel Dell Park Cluster, and thus do not
detract from the overall character and integrity of the district. The contributing resources and agricultural
landscape convey their association with the district’s early 20™ Century history as the Clark County Poor Farm
and the district’s mid-century history as the Southwestern Washington Experiment Station. The historic district
is locally significant under Criterion A for its associations with both the Clark County Poor Farm (1913-1943)
and Southwestern Washington Experiment Station (1943-1966). '

Narrative Description

LOCATION

The Clark County Poor Farm historic district includes approximately 99 acres in the Hazel Dell vicinity between
NE 78" and NE 68™ Streets to the north and south and between NE 19" and NE 24™ Avenues to the east and
west, approximately 0.5 miles east of Highway 99 and 0.7 miles east of Interstate 5. Hazel Dell is a community
of around 19,500 people, located approximately four miles north of Vancouver in unincorporated Clark County,
although the Poor Farm site has a Vancouver address and zip code.! The district is comprised of two separate

1 U.S. Census Bureau, “Hazel Dell CDP, Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics: 2010,” Demographic Profile Data, 2010.
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/isf/pages/productview.xhtmi?pid=DEC 10 DP_DPDP1&prodType=table
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tax lots that are all currently owned by Clark County: the 78.92 acre lot which contains all Poor Farm and
Experiment Station resources, the bulk of the farm landscape, and the cemetery near the southwest corner of the
district, and the 20 acre Hazel Dell Park at the southeast corner of the district.

SETTING

The landscape is uneven and increases in elevation at the south half of the district, delivering views of the Hazel
Dell area and the district’s rural farm setting, agricultural plots, and primary buildings. A paved driveway
provides the main entrance to the property from NE 78™ Street near the northwest corner of the district,
extending east through a parking lot to the greenhouses. One main gravel road navigates through the rest of the
property, traveling south through the center of the district, then heading east up over a hill and then curving west
again toward the cemetery. Separate access roads exist along NE 68™ Street for Hazel Dell Park and Clark
County Cemetery. A power line utility corridor traverses the center of the property, travelling north to south
nearly in line with a 15-foot wide waterworks easement. Some small copses of trees are scattered throughout
the district, with the 20-acre wooded Hazel Dell Park being the largest, and a garden landscape with trees,
shrubs, and perennials creates a more formal setting around the main Administration Building. The district is
located in both the Salmon Creek and Burnt Bridge Creek Watersheds. Cougar Creek, which is part of a
Palustrine Scrub-shrub Seasonally Flooded (PSSC) wetland, runs east - west through the property. Hazel Dell
Estates, a mobile home development, is adjacent to the west edge of the property. Although the Hazel Dell area
historically was primarily agricultural, very few farmsteads remain. The Clark County Poor Farm property, now
called the 78" St. Heritage Farm, is currently the largest single-owned parcel in Hazel Dell 2

RESOURCE GROUPING 1 - ADMINISTRATION BUILDINGS®

The administration buildings include the 2-story Administration and poor farm residence building, constructed
in 1926, and which later housed the Southwestern Washington Experiment Station administration and research
offices, as well as a detached 4-car garage also constructed in 1926 and a single-story milk house constructed
circa 1936. All three resources are contributing to the nominated historic district. These resources are grouped
together at the north end of the property near NE 78" Street and are all constructed of concrete and stucco in an
Italian Renaissance architectural style. The main access to the property is from NE 78™ Street, along a drive at
the west end of this cluster, although historically, access was to the west of the milk house, with a drive
meandering between the milk house and garage before extending south through the agricultural fields. The
grounds surrounding the main building and garage are landscaped with conifers, evergreen shrubs and grass.
There are parking lots at the south and east ends of the main building.

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING - EXTERIOR (contributing)

The Clark County Poor Farm Administration building is a 2-story brick building constructed in 1926 in the
Italian Renaissance style. The brick building is clad in stucco and has a board form concrete foundation and
basement. The building faces north to NE 78" Street and is comprised of a two-story, hipped roofed central

(Accessed April 19, 2012)
% Clark County, Washington, “78" Street Heritage Farm, About the Property,” website. http://www.clark.wa.gov/farm/property.html
(Accessed April 2, 2012)

% The section “Resource Grouping 1 — Administration Buildings” in this document is largely paraphrased from the document by SWCA
Environmental Consultants, Intensive-level Documentation of the Clark County Poor Farm buildings and Poor Farm Cemetery Remote
Sensing Project, Clark County, Washington (Portland, OR: Clark County, WA, 2010), 18-27, 31-32.
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mass with one-story, forward-projecting, gabled wings at each end. The board form concrete daylight basement
is ornamented with horizontal grooves and topped by a concrete belt course. The walls above the belt course are
stucco and feature brick quoins at all outside comers. Centered on the front (north) elevation of each gabled
wing is a large, Palladian-motifwindow with a central 10-over-10 wood sash window flanked by 2-over-2 wood
sash windows, all capped by a heavy entablature. The central window is topped by a molded arch with a brick
diamond in the center. The gables have heavily-moulded cornices and comice returns, while the elaborated
comice along the hipped roof of the main central mass features Doric ornamental triglyphs and pendant guttae
across the principal (north) elevation. The comice continues across the side and rear elevations ofthe building’s
central mass, but without the trigl3/phs and guttae. A 1926 architectural sketch ofthe Clark County Poor Farm
Administration Building by DeYoung and Roald Architects illustrates the building heavily ornamented with the
existing Italian Renaissance details (Figure 5).* Although several ofthe windows and the front entrance have
been altered, the building retains sufficient integrity ofthe building’s Italian Renaissance design through its
form, cladding materials, and ornamentation.

The original entrance was recessed into the fa?ade, surrounded by an entablature and capped by a molded arch
with a large medallion in the center. The doors themselves were paired, and the doorway was flanked by half-
round columns and was accessed by concrete or brick stairs. This entrance was removed in 1968 and infilled
with stucco and a multi-light fixed window (Figure 6)."

The windows, overall, are generally 1-over-l replacement steel or vinyl windows, though some ofthe original
6-over-1 wood sash windows remain, as do two original diamond-pattern windows at the second floor front
(north) elevation. All ofthe original 3-over-1 wood sash basement windows are intact, except the rear elevation,
where two ofthe original 6-over-1 wood windows have been replaced with an aluminum slider and a steel fixed
window. Most first floor windows have been replaced with 1-over-1 steel or vinyl windows, though the original
openings and brick sills remain intact. An exterior fire escape is attached to the second floor at the center-east

window on the front (north) elevation.

The west elevation ofthe west wing has a doorway on the first floor. This door is no longer in use, and though
the door itselfis intact, the short interior staircase that led down to the door has been covered over with a ramp.
Exterior steps from this door were also removed in the constmction of an exterior wheel-chair accessible ramp.
On the rear (south) elevation, the west wing is wider than the east, but is consistent in ornamentation with the
rest ofthe building. Photographs ofthe elevation dating to the 1940s show the oblong elevation to be part ofthe
original design (Figure 8). On the rear (south) ofthe central mass is a large, rectangular porch with a very low-
pitched hipped roof supported by box posts, which are tripled at the comers. Concrete pillars provide the
foundation for the porch. The porch ornamentation repeats the same comice molding as the rest ofthe building.
Aside from concrete infill between the concrete piers and lattice applied to the rails, the porch appears intact.
Flanking the porch on both sides are modem, paired steel basement entry doors. On the south end ofthe east
elevation ofthe east wing, a smaller, matching porch provides access to the original kitchen area.

Despite alterations to the north entrance and the replacement of several 1-over-l wood sash windows, the
exterior ofthe building retains sufficient integrity to convey the building’s significant association with both the

Poor Farm and Southwestern Washington Experiment Station histories.

* DeYoung and Roald Architects, "Preliminary Sketch of Administration Building for Clark County Poor Farm," in DeYoung and Roald

Architectural Plans and Photographs Collection, Box 131, University of Oregon Library, 1926.
® Washington State University, "History of Vancouver Research & Extension Unit," 2004. (Clark County Community Planning)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Clark County Poor Farm / SW Washington Experiment Station Clark County, WA
Name of Property County and State

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING - INTERIOR
The interior ofthe main building has a daylight basement and first floor, and a partial second floor that

encompasses only the central mass. The daylight basement was originally open space, but was subsequently
subdivided into smaller sleeping quarters for inmates in the mid-1930s. At that time, showers were also installed
in the basement, as well as a restaurant-size walk-in refiigerator, which remains in the basement today. The
character and condition ofthe basement is intact fi-om these 1936 alterations, with the exception ofthe 1980
removal ofa rear staircase that allowed direct access from the kitchen area to the basement. The main stairway
to the basement, located in the central entrance hall, is intact. Throughout the building, the original steam
radiators are also intact. The basement retains its character from these 1936 alterations, although the floor was
subsequently altered in 1960 for the development of agricultural research rooms for the Southwestern

Washington Experiment Station.

Alterations have occurred on the first floor, although some ofthe original layout, materials and ornamental
features remain, such as the main stair to the second floor apartment, the French doors leading to the east wing,
the arched doorways that lead to the west wing, and the east dining room. At the south end ofthe east wing, the
living room area retains the original brick fireplace, carved wood mantelpiece, and French doors. The kitchen,
located in the southeast comer ofthe building, retains some ofthe original built-in cabinets. In the dining room,
original window trim at the Palladian-motifwindow is intact, as well as much ofthe interior window, door, and
wall trim.  The most notable alterations occurred in 1968, with the removal ofthe recessed central entry on the
north end and enclosure of the corridor for use as a reception office.

The second floor apartment has excellent integrity, retaining the original window, wall, and door trim, all
original doors, and all but one original window. The kitchen retains the original cabinetry, and the bathroom
retains the original sink and fixtures. The stairway and hall are intact. The historically residential apartment is

currently used for offices.

DETACHED GARAGE (contributing)
To the east of the main building is a four-bay garage building, built in 1926, that has a hipped roofand stylistic

details that match the main building, including stucco finish, brick quoins and a moulded comice. The garage
retains excellent integrity, including all original 3-over-1 wood sash windows, and what appear to be original
wood bay doors on the north elevation, the center two ofwhich are upward operating, and the outer two of

which are sliding doors.

MILK HOUSE (contributing)
The Milk House is a single story building consfructed circa 1936, located northeast ofthe garage and east ofthe

main Administration Building. Although built later than the main building and garage, this building is designed
with similar Italian Renaissance stylistic features, including a hipped roof, molded comice (slightly different in
profile from the garage), and brick quoins. The comice is slightly different in profile from the garage, and the
brick quoins are raked, while the brick on the 1926 buildings is smooth-faced. The windows are 1-over-l wood
sash, and there are paired wood vehicle doors on the west elevation, as well as a wood entry door on the east

' Washington State University, 2004.
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elevation. The resource has excellent integrity to convey its historic materials, design and workmanship, as well
as the building’s association with the Clark County Poor Farm operation. The building is currently used for
fertilizer storage. Although the building is located adjacent to the Greenhouses and Agricultural Storage
Buildings Grouping and has a related use, this resource is included in the Administration Buildings grouping
due to its Italian Renaissance features and earlier construction date.

RESOURCE GROUPING!: GREENHOUSES AND AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS

The Greenhouses and Agricultural Storage Buildings grouping includes one site and four buildings, located at
the central north end ofthe district near 78* Street, to the east ofthe Administration Buildings grouping and
west ofthe central road that runs south through the property. Four out ofthe five resources in this grouping are
non-contributing, although buildings and structures formerly existed in this grouping that had similar uses to the

current resources, including the original wood frame and gambrel roofbam that was demolished in 1963 as part
ofaroad widening project for NE 78* Street, a 1952 greenhouse consfructed specifically for the research of
garden chrysanthemum varieties (demolished), and other outbuildings (Figures 7,11, 12).»

GREENHOUSES SITE (non-contributing)
The Greenhouses site is a non-contributing resource within the district. The site encompasses 11 greenhouses,

clustered tightly together at the east end ofthe grouping. The greenhouses are primarily arched metal frame
structures with fiberglass walls that were constmcted at various times between 1970 and 2012.

The greenhouses are best treated as a single unit due to their temporary nature and thus are considered as a
whole to be one non-contributing site within the district. Temporary materials, including easy-to-assemble and
-dismantle metal frames, Plexiglas, fiberglass and plastic walls primarily comprise the greenhouse stmctures.
The walls are often altered or removed depending on the climate needs ofthe plants inside, and at times,
additional temporary greenhouses are seasonally installed in the fields. The greenhouses are placed tightly
together with very little space in between each structure, and are located in a concentrated area that does not
detract or interfere with the rest ofthe district. Greenhouse stmctures existed on the site as early as 1952,
although all the greenhouses from the period of significance were demolished and replaced in the late 1960s and
1970s with fiberglass stmctures. The greenhouses range in size from 30 x 55 feet to 12 x 40 feet.

AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS (1 contributing and 3 non-contributing)

The four agricultural buildings are generally one- or two-room utilitarian buildings with low pitched sheet metal
roofs and cormgated sheet metal siding. The buildings are located among the greenhouses in generally the same
area as the bam and early agricultural outbuildings (all demolished). * Small signs label each building as the
Shop, Tool Room, Pesticide Shed, and Head House. The earliest ofthese buildings (currently labeled as the
“Shop”) was assembled on site in 1962, although the three others were constmcted circa 1980. The 1962
building is contributing, but the three 1980s buildings do not contribute to the significance ofthe historic district

and are considered non-contributing resources.

” Washington State University, 2004.
® Washington State University, 2004.

















































































































































































































































































































































































