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Clark County Buildable Lands Program 
Public Participation Plan 

Introduction 
Clark County is undertaking a review and evaluation of its Buildable Lands Program, as required 
by the Review and Evaluation Program (program) established in Revised Code of Washington 
(RCW) 36.70A.215 and Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 365-196-315. The purpose of 
the review and evaluation program, RCW 36.70A.215(1)(a) is to determine whether a county 
and its cities are achieving urban densities within urban growth areas by comparing growth and 
development assumptions, targets, and objectives contained in the countywide planning policies 
and the county and city comprehensive plans with actual development. In 2017, E2SSB 5254 
was passed by the Washington State Legislature and constituted the first major revision to the 
program since its inception in 1997. In 2018, Washington State Department of Commerce 
updated the Buildable Lands Guidelines to include the new state requirements. These new 
guidelines will ensure Clark County’s buildable lands methodology complies with recent 
legislative changes prior to submitting the required Buildable Lands Program Report by the June 
30, 2021 deadline.  

A Public Participation Plan (plan) is a communication program that provides members of the 
public opportunities for early and continuing participation and to provide public access to key 
decision making processes with Clark County Council. [RCW 36.70A.035]. The plan describes 
the steps that Clark County will take to provide opportunities for public engagement and public 
comment, as well as Clark County contact information and web addresses. This plan is in 
addition to the public participation required by Clark County Code Section 40.510.040 and 
40.560.010. 

1.0 Public Participation Goals 
• Provide interested parties with timely information, an understanding of the process, and

opportunities to review and comment on proposed amendments to the Buildable Lands
Program review.

• Actively solicit information from citizens, property owners and stakeholders about their
concerns, questions and priorities for the Buildable Lands Program review process.

• Encourage interested parties to informally review and comment on proposed changes to
the guidelines throughout the process and provide those comments to decision makers.

• Provide for public input at project milestones prior to decision-making by local officials.
• Consult and consider recommendations from the General Public, Environmental

community, Business community, Tribe, Cities, and State Government Agencies.

2.0 Public Participation Opportunities 
Clark County is committed to providing multiple opportunities for public participation throughout 
the process. Clark County will use a variety of communication tools to inform the public and 
encourage their participation, including the following: 

2.1 Website 
Clark County’s website will include a Buildable Lands Program webpage where interested 
parties can access status updates, draft documents, official notices, minutes and other project 
information. The webpage will be the primary repository of all information related to the 
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Buildable Lands Program review process. The page will include who to contact for more 
information and an email link for questions and comments. Documents will be available for 
review at the Clark County Community Planning Department. 
https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/buildable-lands-program  

2.2 Email Distribution List 
An email list of interested parties will be created and maintained by Clark County. The list will be 
used to notify interested parties regarding Buildable Lands Program review progress and 
participation opportunities. Interested parties will be added to the list by contacting the 
Community Planning Department, sign-in sheets, web portal, and email. To join the Buildable 
Lands Program review email list, contact the Planning Department at 564-397-4968 or online at 
https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/get-project-updates. 

2.3 Media 
The local news media will be kept up-to-date on the Buildable Lands Program review process 
and receive copies of all official notices. In addition, notices will be published in the paper of 
record. 

2.4 Project Advisory Committee 
Clark County will appoint a project advisory committee (PAC) to solicit public feedback on the 
Buildable Lands Program review. The committee may include representatives from the 
following: Clark County Realtors Association; the Building Industry Association; City of 
Vancouver and a smaller city; Clark County Responsible Growth Forum; Columbia River 
Economic Development Council; Clark County Citizens United; Friends of Clark County; Clark 
County Development Engineering Advisory Board; Clark County Planning Commission. 
Community Planning commits to hold public meetings at convenient times and at locations that 
are accessible. Meeting information is made available through the webpage, email and paper of 
record. https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/buildable-lands-program 

2.5 Written Comments 
Interested parties will be encouraged to provide comments to Clark County by letter, email, or 
web-based forms throughout the public process. All comments received will be forwarded to the 
Clark County Council for their consideration prior to their hearings.  

2.6 Public Comment Periods and Hearings 
The Clark County Council will hold televised (through CVTV) public hearing before final 
adoption. Interested parties are encouraged to provide comments for review and provide 
testimony during hearings. 

Public notice of all hearings will state who is holding the comment period and/or hearing, the 
date and time, and the location of any public hearing. Notices will be published per official policy 
and comply with all other legal requirements such as the Americans with Disabilities Act. A 
notice will be sent to the email list (2.2, above) and the Department of Commerce.  

3.0 List of stakeholders 
CLARK COUNTY will engage the following stakeholders: 

• General public 
• Environmental community 

https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/buildable-lands-program
https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/get-project-updates
https://www.clark.wa.gov/community-planning/buildable-lands-program
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• Business community 
• Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
• Cities 
• State Government Agencies 

All parties will be informed and invited to participate throughout the process. Notification will be 
accomplished via email, website, and press.  

4.0 Public Participation Timeline 
The following is a general timeline of the buildable lands analysis update. A detailed timeline will 
be posted on the Buildable Lands Program review webpage. 
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