
Planning Commission Recommendation w/BOCC changes 12-20-2017 
Proposed comprehensive plan policy amendments to Implement ESB 5517 

1 Land Use Element (p.39) 

2 ELeighiBaJLDependent Uses Overlay 

3 I_hjs~des[gnatioills_implemented with an overlay tbat id_entifLes parcels where keigbt rail d_ependent 
4 us..es adjacent to the short line_railrnad may b_e permitted. 

5 Rural and Natural Resource Element (p.97) 

6 FreigbIBalLDeperuieot Uses 

7 Go_al; Support freight rail dep_ende_n! us_es wber_e_ the _u_s_eJs depend_e_nt on_a_n_d_m_ake_s_use of the short 

8 lin_e_railrn_ad, as defined by tb~ Sucface Tra_ns_portaJ:ion Ho_ard~ 

9 3-"9 Policies 

10 3~9_.1;__Supp_o_rt fr_eight_ralLd_e_p_endenLuses in rur_a_llaods, as well as agricultur~ foLes! amlmineral 

11 Le source Ian~ where the_us_e_js_de_p_endent on and ma_ke_s_Us_e__of !he short line railrQad within tbe 
12 C_Qlillty. 

13 3_,_g_.2_:__Erejght_r_aiLdep_e_n_dent_u_s_e_s wilLbe aJlowed o_n par.eels with a frejght_rajl depende_nt_us_e O\l_erla_y, 

14 where such us_es minimize impacts on adjacent rural and res_ourc_e__u_S_eS~ 

15 3~_.j· Freight rail dependent uses means buildings and other infrastructure that are used in the 

16 fabrication, processing, storage, and transport of goods where the use is dependent on and makes 

17 use of an adjacent short line railroad. Such facilities are both urban and rural development. Clark 

18 County may include development of freight rail dependent uses on land adjacent to a short line 
19 railroad in the transportation element of this plan. The (_QU_nty may also modjfy_d_evelo'p_m_ent 
20 Legulatio_os_to_inciu_d_e d_e_yelop_m_ent of freight rail dependent uses that do not require urban 

21 go'lernmental ser'i.ic_esJnru_r:aJlands~ 

22 Transportation Element (p.155) 

23 Goal: Ensure mobility throughout the transportation system. 
24 
25 5.4 System Mobility Policies 
26 5.4.1 The county arterial system shall be planned in general conformance with nationally-accepted 
27 arterial spacing standards. 

28 5-4-2 Congestion performance standards shall be maintained by the appropriate jurisdictions on 
29 major freight mobility corridors and in the vicinity of major intermodal facilities to ensure the 
30 economic vitality of the region. 

31 5-4-3 Transportation System Management strategies should be analyzed and employed before 
32 adding a general purpose lane to any regional roadway. 
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1 5-4·4 County roadways and intersections shall be designed when practical to achieve safety and 
2 accessibility for all modes. Arterial streets shall provide facilities for automobile, bike and pedestrian 
3 mobility as defined in the Arterial Atlas and shall include landscaping 

4 5A_.5 lrnp_r_o_ye 111Q_b_illiy_and_a_cc£_s_s__for the movement of_go_o_ds_a_11_d servkes Qn_Jbe short line railroad 
5 to_eoha_n_c£_ and p_romote economic opportunity tbrnugbout the county. 

6 

7 Implementation Strategies 

8 • Complete regional corridors and address corridor bottlenecks. 

9 • Allocate or reserve corridor capacity for land uses likely to produce family wage jobs. 

10 • Reduce corridor speed and intersection delay standards where transit is available at 15 
11 minute headways during peak hours. 

12 • Provide for reduced trip rate calculations for transit supportive development. 

13 • Emphasize transit and ridesharing in the design and construction of all transportation 
14 facilities through the implementation of transportation system management techniques 
15 (signal timing, signal prioritization) and transit-only and high occupancy vehicle lanes. 

16 • Continually test for changes in concurrency due to major development projects. 

17 • Incorporate a "no-build" analysis into the design process for all transportation projects that 
18 would add general purpose lanes. 

19 • Ensure that freight corridors are designed, maintained, and operated to provide efficient 
20 movement of truck and rail traffic. 

21 • Use intelligent transportation system technology to alert motorists, bicyclists, and 
22 pedestrians to the presence and anticipated length of closures due to train crossings. 

23 • Evaluate the feasibility of grade separation in locations where train crossings result in 
24 significant delays and safety issues for other traffic, and improve the safety and operational 
25 conditions at rail crossings of streets. 

26 • Work with freight stakeholders and the Port of Vancouver to maintain and improve 
27 intermodal freight connections involving Port terminals, rail yards, industrial areas, 
28 interchange tracks and regional highways. 

29 • Support efficient and safe movement of goods by rail where appropriate, and promote 
30 efficient operation of fre ight rail lines. 

31 • Identify and minimize_ Lmp_a_cts that freight movements have on adj,:icent residential 

32 

33 

neig[lborho_ods a_nd on resource uses. 
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1 • Work withJocaLju__risdictions_a_nd railroads tQ coordina_te land use plans and poJLcies to 
2 

3 

4 

p[es_erve and pro_tect__rail corridors, ~and take into account communLty needs in relatLo_n to the 
rail system. 
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