
Clark County Council Work Session 
October 18, 2017 



 Clark County has a history of following the 
state law for fireworks use: 
◦ June 28th  through July 5th  
◦ December 31 
• In the 1990’s, the county disallowed use 

on December 31st  
• In 2009, use on July 5th was eliminated 

 
 



• In 2016, further modifications were made 
for use 
• July 4th use only south of 219th Street 
• June 28th through July 4th allowed north 

of 219th Street 
• December 31st was allowed county-wide 

• Because state law allows for jurisdictions 
to restrict fireworks sales and use dates, 
the county and cities have differing 
restrictions 



 RCW 70.77 
◦ Allows a jurisdiction to limit or prohibit the sale, 

purchase, possession, or use of consumer fireworks 
 
◦ Any local modifications to the state code shall have 

an effective date no sooner than one year after their 
adoption 







 Print, television, radio media releases and 
interviews 

 Flyers, signage, and handouts at the 
fireworks stands 

 On line information and tool established for 
public to use, regardless of jurisdiction 

 August 23 meeting with retailers / 
wholesalers 

 For 2018, roadside reader boards have been 
reserved 

 



 43 fireworks stands located in the 
unincorporated county 

 Number of stands based on population – 1 
stand for every 5,000 people based on year-
end population estimate by Clark County 
Assessment and GIS 

 Permits belong to organizations or 
individuals 

 No requirement for ‘not-for-profit’ status 



 Approximate Annual FMO staff hours  
 
Administrative work:  65 hours 
Includes tracking intents, lottery (if needed), 
applications, filing, calls, reviewing plans for 
compliance with state and local laws, etc. 
 
Enforcement work:  135 hours 
Includes tent inspections, clean-up inspections, 
and after-hours patrols (approx. 75 OT hours) 
 
Total Annual Cost:  $9,000 to $10,000 
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 Per CCC 5.28, the Fire Marshal is designated 
as the enforcing officer 

 Assistance from the Clark County Sheriff’s 
Office 

 Laws limit our ability at times 
◦ Have to see the violator light the fuse 
 
Hold a property owner / occupant responsible for 
actions occurring on the property? 
 
Hold an adult responsible for the actions of a 
juvenile? 



 Fire incidents generally involved vegetation 
(grass, brush, decorative hedges) 

 2016 
◦ 31 Fire Incidents 
 One involved a structure where the roof collapsed, 

injuring a firefighter 
 2017 
◦ 28 Fire Incidents 
 One igniting decorative hedge that significantly 

damaged a residence 
 One igniting the exterior of a home due to improperly 

disposed fireworks 



 Fire injuries as reported by hospitals 
 2015 
◦ 22 Injuries 

 2016 
◦ 18 Injuries (reported by hospitals) 
 

 2017 – data not complete 







 What are ‘safe and sane’ fireworks in Oregon? 
 
 
 



 What is NOT a ‘safe and sane’ firework in 
Oregon? 
 
 



 See handout regarding the challenges with 
fireworks debris 
 

Fireworks: Impacts on the Solid Waste System 

Fireworks are explosives. 
Explosives are not accepted at the transfer stations or at the household hazardous waste facilities. 

Used fireworks are less dangerous, but residues on used fireworks make the material at transfer stations more 
ignitable and dangerous when within the waste and recycling. Additionally used fireworks are not recyclable. 

Transfer Stations 
• Fireworks are not accepted at the facilities, but they do sneak into self-haul and curbside loads exposing 

workers and the facilities to a higher risk of fire and explosion. 

Collection System 
• Curbside carts and dumpsters can catch fire 

o Photo, right: Smoldering dumpster from July 5th, 2017. 
• Collection trucks can catch fire 

o http://katu.com/archive/discarded-fireworks-spark-
garbage-truck-fire-11-19-2015 

o Material collected is compacted in the truck during 
collection. Fireworks could be exposed to an ignition 
source in the truck, or the pressure and heat from the 
truck could cause ignition. 

Recycling Stream 
• Recycling contamination is already an issue in Clark County, but is exacerbated by fireworks that are 

primarily made of paper and plastic pieces that are not recyclable. These materials have a chance to be 
pulled out by workers, but likely they will be baled with good materials of mixed paper and plastics, 
reducing the marketability of those bales of recyclables. 

• Photo, below: Recycling cart overflowing with firework waste from July 5th, 2017. 

Avoiding Risk 
• Even if a firework is soaked in water, there is still the 

potential for it to dry out and be explosive again. 
Carts and dumpsters can sit for weeks before they are 
picked up, providing time to dry out. 

• Unfortunately tracking the source of a fire in the solid 
waste system is difficult and often impossible. There 
is no data for how many incidents have occurred. 
However, reducing the risk of fires and recycling 
contamination is a goal of the solid waste system. 

Prepared by: 
Kim Harless 
Environmental Operations Specialist 
Solid Waste Operations 
360-397-2121 ext. 5957 
kim.harless@clark.wa.gov  
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