
PW20-106 

CLARK COUNTY 
STAFF REPORT  

 
 
DEPARTMENT:  Public Works, Clean Water Division 
 
DATE: August 4, 2020 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Authorize the County Manager to execute Interagency Agreement No. 

C2000179 with the Washington State Department of Ecology to implement 
Status and Trends Monitoring of Urban Streams in Clark and Cowlitz 
Counties in the Lower Columbia River Region to meet the Western 
Washington municipal stormwater permit requirement S8. 

 
  __X _ Consent ____ Hearing ____ County Manager   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
Clark County Public Works, Clean Water Division is requesting approval of an Interagency Agreement with 
the Washington State Department of Ecology to provide regional receiving water quality monitoring. Section 
S8.3 of the 2019 NPDES Phase I Municipal Stormwater Permit states that Clark County shall prepare to 
conduct regional urban streams status and trends monitoring in urban and urbanizing areas in Clark and 
Cowlitz counties.  
 
Clark County has agreed to complete this urban stream monitoring project as a contractor to the Department 
of Ecology. Ecology will reimburse Clark County a total of $469,678 through July 31, 2024 to complete all 
associated project tasks. This monitoring is funded by permit-required contributions from Clark County and 
the Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permittees in Clark and Cowlitz Counties.  
 
Clark County is required to contribute $54,496 annually for the project from August 2020 through July 2024. 
This agreement allows Clark County to recover those costs while acting as Ecology’s contractor to complete 
the project.  
 
The attached agreement shows the associated cost for each task and describes deliverable and target dates 
under this agreement with Ecology. 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
This action does not impact council policy. The agreement supports the county’s interest in cost-effectively 
meeting permit requirements and collaborating with other regional stormwater permittees.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
This submittal neither changes nor creates county policy. It does support the current county program to 
monitor the health of county streams. The agreement is allowed pursuant to RCW 39.34 – Interlocal 
Cooperation Act.  
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Clark County has actively coordinated with the City of Vancouver, City of Battleground, City of Washougal, 
City of Camas, City of Kelso, City of Longview, Cowlitz County and Washington State Department of 
Ecology in determining the scope of the Status and Trends Monitoring of Urban Streams in Clark and 
Cowlitz Counties in the Lower Columbia River Region project. Data generated by the monitoring project will 
be available to the public and will be utilized in annual reports that are accessible to the public. 
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