CLARK COUNTY
STAFF REPORT
DEPARTMENT: Clatk County Council
DATE: Match 10, 2020

REQUESTED ACTION:
Consider approval of an ordinance amending CCC 10.04.020 regarding parking restrictions.

_Consent _X _ Hearing County Manager

BACKGROUND

Current county code allows vehicles, trailers, and equipment to be parked on a county road for up to
three (3) days. In response to an increase in the number of vehicles parked for lengthy periods of
time on county roads, some of which are being used for human habitation in ways that ate impacting
the safety and quality of life for nearby residents, the Council has indicated a desire to modify county
code related to parking, ’

COUNCIL POLICY IMPLICATIONS
If enacted, the proposed ordinance would make the following changes to county code:

e Automobiles will be allowed to patk on a county road fot up to 24 hours. Recreational
vehicles (RV’s) will be allowed to patk on a county road onjy with a permit for up to 14 days
per calendar year. .

¢ Vehicles, including RVs, will not be allowed for human habitation, except that RVs may be
occupied for up to 14 days with a permit.

e Permits will be issued to the resident of the property adjacent to which the RV will be
patking, The permit will be issued for an initial period of up to 7 days, and this may be
renewed for an additional 7 days. The cost for the permit is $10. A permitted RV must be
legally parked; all waste/sewage must be disposed of in a legal manner; generatots, electrical
extension cotds and hookups may not be used; and awnings and furniture outside the RV
are prohibited. :

e Violations of the code section include graduated fines and the vehicle is subject to immediate
impoundment.

e Vehicles may not re-park a vehicle on the same cutb face within the same block to avoid the
maximum time limit for patking in that particular block.

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY IMPLICATIONS

If approved, the proposed code change will provide law enforcement with additional tools to address
problematic, concerning, or unauthotized vehicles parked on county tight-of-way. The Sheriff’s
Office will be responsible for enforcement of the revised code.

Additionally, the Code Administration Department will be responsible for issuing the permits for
authotized RV habitation for up to 14 days per calendar year. :



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

The Clark County Council held multiple discussions in public meetings regarding the need to address
problematic recreational vehicles parked on county right-of-way for extended periods of time.
During those discussions, the Council considered various options for changes to the county’s parking
code. The code presented at this hearing is the result of those public discussions.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
YES | NO
X Action falls within existing budget capacity.

Action falls within existing budget capacity but requires a change of purpose within
existing appropriation

Additional budget capacity is necessary and will be requested at the next supplemental.
If YES, please complete the budget impact statement. If YES, this action will be
referred to the county council with a recommendation from the county manager.

DISTRIBUTION:
Board staff will post all staff reports to The Grid. http:/ [www.clark.wa.gov/thegrid/
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gndsey Shaf;{.r) U Shawn Henessee
Senior Policy Analyst County Manager
C

CLARK COUNTY COUNCIL

DATE: MQO 20

SR#

APPROVED:
Shawn Henessee, County Manager

DATE:
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ORDINANCE NO. 202003 -/ 23

AN ORDINANCE amending a portion of the Clark County Code related to
parking restrictions for recreational vehicles.

WHEREAS, in recent years there has been a marked increase in recreational vehicles
parked on county roadways, and many of the parked recreational vehicles have been abandoned
or are being occupied by people that are not visitors of nearby residents; and

WHEREAS, the Council desires to create a permit system to allow occupancy of
recreational vehicles for, a short duration while visiting the abutting property owner, but
otherwise prohibit occupancy of recreational vehicles parked on county roadways; and

WHEREAS, the Council is considering the matter at a duly-advertised public hearing and
concludes that adoption will further the public health, safety and welfare; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDERED, RESOLVED AND DECREED BY THE CLARK COUNTY

" COUNCIL, STATE OF WASHINGTON, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Amendatory. CCC 10.04.020 Restricted Parking (Res. 67-20 adopted
June 23, 1967; amended by Ordinance 1995-01-23) is hereby amended as follows:

A. Definitions:

1. “Human habitation” shall mean the use of a vehicle for dwelling or residential
purposes. Evidence of human habitation includes, but is not limited to, any combination of two
or more of the following activities: sleeping; setting up any bedding, sleeping bags, bedroll,
pillow or other sleeping materials in such a manner as to be used for sleeping: engaging in
housekeeping or cooking activities; storing cookware, cooking equipment: or bodily fluids in a
vehicle; storing personal possessions in such a manner that some or all of the vehicle’s windows
are obscured; using sanitation, plumbing, and/or electrical systems or equipment; or any other
activity where it reasonably appears, in light of all the circumstances, that a person or persons is
using the vehicle as a living accommodation.” For purposes of this section, “human habitation”
means the use of a vehicle as a dwelling place and does not include temporary use of a vehicle
for alleviation of sickness or because of physical inability to operate the vehicle.

2. “Vehicle” shall include, but not be limited to, automobiles, motorcycles, trucks,
buses, motorized recreational vehicles, campers, boats, travel trailers, boat trailers, utility trailers,
or other similar devices.

3. “Recreational vehicle” (“RV”) means a vehicular-type unit primarily designed
for recreational camping or travel use that has its own motive power or is mounted on or towed
by another vehicle. This includes travel trailers, fifth wheel trailers, folding camping trailers,
truck campers, and motor homes.

B. It ((shall-be)) is unlawful to:

1. Park any ((vehicles-trailer;-or-equipment)) automobile on a county road for
longer perlod of tlme than ((%hfee—é-)—days)) 24 hours= or to ((te—p&r—k—a—veh*ele—tra-k}er—ef g

2 Park any recreat10nal Vehlcle ona countv road for any amount of time, unless a
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permit has been issued in accordance with subsections D and E herein, or the recreational vehicle
is parked for loading and unloading purposes only, for a maximum of 24 hours; or to

3. Allow ((a)) any vehicle to remain on the roadway when the parked vehicle,
trailer, or equipment obstructs or tends to obstruct road maintenance machinery, or is parked in
such a manner as to be hazardous in any way to the traveling public.

C. It is unlawful for any vehicle to be used for human habitation purposes on a
public street or public right-of-way within unincorporated Clark County, unless a permit has
been issued in accordance with subsections D and E herein. Recreational vehicle parks in
compliance with Clark County Code and state law are exempt from the provisions of this section.

D. Recreational vehicles (RVs) may be permitted to be used for human habitation for
a period of up to seven (7) days, which may be renewable for a period up to seven (7) additional
days, in any one calendar year at a specific location when the resident of the property adjacent to
which the RV has parked has first obtained a permit from the County.

1. Permits are valid only for the dates authorized on the permit and only for the
location indicated on the permit. A permit must be displayed in a manner that it is clearly visible
from the outside of the recreational vehicle. .

2. The owner, operator, and occupants of the RV must comply with all conditions
of the permit. Conditions include: (a) the vehicle must be legally parked; (b) all waste and
sewage generated within the RV must be disposed of in a safe and legal manner; (¢) operation of
a generator while the RV is parked is prohibited; (d) the use of extension cords and other
hookups is prohibited; (e) the erection of awnings and setting up furniture or similar items
outside the RV is prohibited; and (f) the RV must be fully self-contained.

3. The violation of any condition of the permit is a violation, and the owner or

1
operator of the RV may be cited and/or the permit may be summarily revoked by the Clark

County Sheriff’s Office, or the County Manager or his/her designee.

4. The resident obtaining the permit must certify residency at the address at the
time of application for the permit.

5. The cost for the permit is $10 payable to Clark County.

E. A recreational vehicle may be used for human habitation if an appropriate permit,
such as a special event permit, special use permit, or temporary use permit, has been obtained
from the County that authorizes recreational vehicles to be parked and used for human
habitation. _ :

F. Any vehicle being used for human habitation which is resulting in the discharge
of human waste or sewage in any location or manner, except as allowed by law at an approved
public or private sewage disposal system, may be summarily removed and impounded
notwithstanding any provision of this chapter. '

G. A violation of this section is a civil infraction, and the owner, operator, or person
in charge of any vehicle found in violation of this section will be assessed a monetary penalty as
follows:

1. For a first offense, a fine of not more than $50.00, not including statutory
assessments, and the vehicle is subject to immediate impoundment;

2. For a second offense, a fine of not more than $100.00, not including statutory
assessments, and the vehicle is subject to immediate impoundment;

3. For a third and any subsequent offenses. a fine of not more than $250.00, not
including statutory assessments, and the vehicle is subject to immediate impoundment.

H. Penalties for a violation of this section shall be in addition to any other remedy

provided by local or state law and nothing in this chapter should be construed to limit the
authority of the County to enforce pursuant to any other provision of local or state law.
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L. It is unlawful for any person to repark a vehicle on the same curb face within the

same block (street between two consecutive intersections) to avoid the maximum time limit for

parking in that particular block, and such act shall be punishable by a penalty of not less than

$50.00, and the vehicle is subject to immediate impoundment.

J. Any vehicle or recreational vehicle impounded pursuant to this section shall

comply with requirements under Chapter 46.55 RCW.

Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective on the 10" day following

adoption.

Tem\nu LNtz , fJlieolson 4y

Section 3. Instructions to Clerk. The Clerk of the Council shall:

A. Record a copy of this Ordinance with the Clark County Auditor; and

B. Cause notice of adoption of this Ordinance to be published forthwith, pursuant to
Clark County Code 1.02.140.

C. Provide a copy of this Ordinance to Code Publishing.

Section 4. Roll Call Vote. The following [E)]ersons voted in favor of the above ordinance:

N Blom, Gary eduigy, and.

Tileen QuUIriNG -

The following persons voted in opposition to the above ordinance:

ADOPTED on this 10" day of March, 2020.

CLARK COUNTY COUNCIL
Attest: CLARK CO Y, WASHINGTON
Clerk o the Council
Approved as to Form Only:
ANTHONY GOLIK
Prosecuting Attorney Temple Lentz, Councilg, {\\\\\“"' 1y, ’,

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney e

\“\oo.\.‘

John Blom, Counc 'ﬁ»g
“,

lllllll‘

Gary Medvigy, Councﬂor
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