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CITY OF CAMAS

Political Sign Regulations

Camas Municipal Code § 18.15.040 - General defi nitions and regulations
B. Sign Types

20. "Temporary sign" means a sign that is used in connection with a circumstance, situation,
or event that is designed, intended or expected to take place or to be completed within 
a reasonably short or defi nite period after erection of such sign; or is intended to remain 
on the location where it is erected or placed for a short period of time (Refer to additional 
requirements in Section 18.15.100 CMC). "Temporary signs" include, but are not limited to the 
following examples:

a. Political signs advocating political candidates or political issues;
b. Real estate signs advertising property for sale or lease;
c. Construction signs identifying the builder of a structure or the

developer of a residential, commercial or industrial development;
d. Special event signs or banners advertising grand openings, fairs,

carnivals, circuses, festivals; or
e. Community events, garage and yard sale signs, and any other

sign of a similar purpose.

Camas Municipal Code § 18.15.050 Signs controlled by zoning district
The following table identifi es signs by zoning district as permitted (P), prohibited (X), or only allowed 
with a Conditional Use Permit (C). All permitted signs are subject to the requirements of this chapter, 
and any other applicable sections of CMC. If dimensions of a sign vary by zone, then it is noted in this 
table.

Table 1 - Signs controlled by Zoning district
(Excerpt of Table - Full Table available online at http://www.ci.camas.wa.us)

  Sign Types Residential and 
  as defi ned in this chapter Multi-family  Commercial and  LI/BP

Zones Industrial Zones  Zone
  Temporary sign (e.g. construction signs,
  real estate, banners, and other sign  P1 P2, 3 P2,3
  types as defi ned in this chapter)

Notes:
1 Sign may not exceed six square feet in area per lot unless approved with a Master Sign Permit.
2 Sign may not exceed ten percent of the size of the wall area in combination with all other permitted
   signs on the same plane and visible from public view unless approved with a Master Sign Permit.
3 If lot is vacant, then sign is limited to ninety-six square feet.

Camas Municipal Code § 18.15.100 Temporary signs
A. Temporary signs are exempt from permit requirements as described in this section. Although no 
permits will be issued, compliance with this chapter is required. Temporary signs may be permitted 
with a Master Sign Permit as described in this chapter.

1. Number. One sign per lot, per candidate, issue or event.
2. Size. Refer to “Table 1” of this chapter for sign dimensions per zoning district and bonuses as

allowed with a Master Sign Permit.
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3. Consent. If displayed on private property, the responsible party must obtain consent of property
owner.

B. Temporary signs may not be illuminated.
C. Removal. Temporary signs shall be removed by sign owner within ten days after occurrence of the 
event. For example, political signs should therefore be removed within ten days following an election, 
real estate signs should be removed within ten days following sale or lease of the property, construc-
tions signs should be removed within ten days following issuance of the certifi cate of occupancy for 
the building, special event signs should be removed within ten days after occurrence of the special 
event, and yard and garage sale signs should be removed within ten days following the sale.
D. Confi scation. The city or property owner may confi scate signs installed in violation of this chapter 
and dispose of it. The property owner is not responsible for notifying owners of confi scation of illegal 
sign. (Ord. No. 2600, § II, 11-1-2010)

Camas Municipal Code § 18.17.030 -
Vision Clearance
On all corner lots no vehicle, fence, wall, 
hedge, or other obstructive structure or 
planting shall impede visibility between 
a height of forty-two inches and ten feet 
above the sidewalk or fourteen feet above 
the street. (Refer to Figures 1 and 2).
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POLITICAL CAMPAIGN SIGNS 

City of La Center Ordinance No. 2017-03, Chapter 8.60 Sign Regulations 

(Effective March 22, 2017) 

Political signs located in the right of way are regulated as a temporary sign. To qualify as a temporary 
sign, the sign area shall not exceed four square feet, have no part of the sign higher than three feet 
above ground level and have no more than two faces. The sign may not be located on a sidewalk or in 
the vehicle travel portion of the right-of-way. It cannot not obstruct or interfere in any way with the 
public’s ability to clearly view governmental signs, traffic, visibility or passage within the public right-of-
way, including vehicle travel lanes, sidewalks and bike lanes.  Signs are not allowed to be attached to a 
utility or governmental pole/post.  

Temporary signs within the right of way, do require a permit. There is no fee, but you must apply for and 
pick up your permit at the Public Works Office located at 305 NW Pacific Highway, La Center, WA 98629. 
Office hours are Monday – Friday 8 am – 5 pm.   

There is no limit on the number of temporary signs so long as they do not create or exacerbate an 
existing traffic or pedestrian safety hazard and all signs comply with all applicable provisions of Chapter 
8.60 of the La Center Municipal Code. 

Signs located on private property must receive the permission of the property owner and must comply 
with the zoning regulations for that property, please see LCMC 8.60 for allowed sign types, locations and 
size limitations. These signs require a permit and a $25 fee. Please contact the Public Works Office for 
further information.  

Please be responsible and respectful when placing and removing signs. If sign placement requires a 
locate request (call before you dig) the individual installing the sign assumes all responsibilities under 
RCW 19.122. 

Contact information: La Center Public Works Department, 305 NW Pacific Hwy., La Center, Washington 
98629. (360) 263-7665. To view the municipal code in its entirety, visit www.ci.lacenter.wa.us.  
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CITY OF RIDGEFIELD 

Signs for the purpose of endorsing political candidates or ballot propositions fall under the Ridgefield Municipal 
Code “Temporary Signs” requirements (RMC 18.710.270): 

Temporary Signs. Any sign, which is not permanently installed or affixed to any sign structure or building, and not 
displayed for longer than thirty to sixty days. In cases of construction project signs, they may be maintained for 
the duration of the construction. Temporary signs shall also include balloons attached to buildings or property.

Removal of Signs.  Temporary signs must be removed if the sign is in need of repair, creates a public nuisance, or 
within sixty days, whichever occurs first. 

Signs on City Property.  Temporary signs on city-owned property are allowed only in conjunction with an 
approved special event permit. 

Signs on City Right of Way. Temporary signs are prohibited in the roadway. Temporary signs on city right-of-way 
placed outside of the roadway are allowed between the property line and the back of the nearest curb, or where 
no curb exists, between the property line and the nearest edge of the roadway pavement.  

• Signs may not be placed on sidewalks, driveways or other paved areas designed for pedestrian or

vehicular use, or as conditioned in a right-of-way use permit.

• Signs must be on stakes that can be manually pushed or hammered into the ground.

• Signs are limited to four square feet, and three feet in height.

Signs in Residential Zones. Temporary signs may be placed on residential property as follows: 

• There is only one temporary window sign per residential unit, not to exceed four square feet.
• In single family zones free standing signs shall not exceed five square feet in size and six feet in

height if the sign is mounted on the ground, and shall not exceed three feet in height if the sign is stake 
mounted or portable.

• In multi-family zones temporary free-standing signs shall not exceed six square feet in size and
six feet in height if the sign is post mounted on the ground, and shall not exceed three feet in
height if the sign is stake-mounted or portable.

• Surface mounted signs are limited to sites that are two acres or larger and must not exceed
thirty two square feet. The signs must be flatly affixed to walls or on-site fences. Signs shall not
be attached or tethered to other site improvements.

Signs in Non-Residential Zones. Signs are allowed on non-residentially zoned property as follows: 
• Window signs are limited to twenty five percent of the window area.
• Freestanding signs are limited to four square feet and five feet in height if the sign is mounted

in the ground and not to exceed three feet in height if the sign is portable.
• Surface mounted signs are limited to thirty two square feet and must be flatly affixed to walls

or on-site fences. Signs must not be attached or tethered to other site improvements.

Signs on Large Properties. Any type of sign may be placed on a site that is at least two acres in size if it does not 
exceed sixty four square feet and eight feet above ground level. This type of sign shall be not be displayed with 
or in addition to any other temporary sign.    

Surface-mounted signs. Limited to sites two acres or larger:

a. Size. No larger than thirty-two square feet.

b. Location. Must be flatly affixed to walls below the fascia or parapet line, or flatly affixed to on-site 
fences either facing or abutting the street, or facing inward to the subject site. Signs shall not be 
attached or tethered to other site improvements.
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To:      City Clerk's Office
            415 W. 6th Street
            PO Box 1995
            Vancouver WA 98668 

File No.

12

2020
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1701 “C” Street	             Washougal, WA 98671

(360) 835-8501 Phone Fax (360) 835-8808

CITY OF WASHOUGAL
POLITICAL SIGN PLACEMENT

NAME OF PERSON RUNNING FOR OFFICE OR REFERENDUM NUMBER:

______________________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT:
______________________________________________________________________________
Name											           Phone
______________________________________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________________________________
City	 	 	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 Zip
______________________________________________________________________________
Approximate number of signs to be placed within the city?			  E-mail Address

PERSON REMOVING SIGNS (If not the same as APPLICANT):
(Signs shall be removed within 10 days following the election to which such sign is directed)

______________________________________________________________________________
Name											           Phone
______________________________________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________________________________
City	 	 	 	 	 	 	 State	 	 	 	 Zip
______________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address

Signature of Applicant	 Date

Approval by the Community Development Director:

Signature	 Date
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POLITICAL SIGN CRITERIA

“Political sign” means a sign which announces, promotes or advertises the name, program 
or political party of any candidate for public office, or an opinion regarding a public 
referendum regarding some political issue in an upcoming election.

“On-premises sign” means a sign which carries only advertisements strictly related to a 
lawful use by the occupant of the premises on which it is located, including signs or sign 
devices indicating the business transacted, services rendered, goods sold or produced on 
the premises, name of the business, and name of the person, firm or corporation occupying 
the premises. “On-premises sign” also means a sign, which contains religious, political, 
social and other noncommercial messages.

Political signs shall not exceed one per abutting street on any given lot.  Signs shall be 
removed within 10 days following the election to which such sign is directed.

Sight lines for the safe travel of vehicles and to traffic control devices (signs, signals, 
etc.) shall not be obscured by political signs.

1701 “C” Street	             Washougal, WA 98671

(360) 835-8501 Phone Fax (360) 835-8808
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Dear Candidate: 

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) wishes to take this opportunity to 
advise political candidates about the placement of campaign signs and placards along state highways. 

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 47.42, the Highway Advertising Control Act, regulates signing on 
Interstate Highways, primary highways, and highways that are part of the Scenic and Recreational 
System.  Signs erected on private property that are adjacent to these highways must comply with the 
Highway Advertising Control Act, rules contained in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 468-66, 
and applicable local agency sign codes. 

In accordance with WAC 468-66-050, Sign Classification and Specific Provisions, temporary political 
campaign signs are identified and regulated as a type of on-premise sign intended to express a property 
owner’s endorsement of a political candidate or initiative. Prior to placing signs, WSDOT recommends 
checking with the property owner for approval and to determine property line locations. Campaign 
signs are allowed under the following regulations: 

1) Temporary political campaign signs are limited to a maximum size of thirty-two square feet.

2) Temporary political campaign signs must be removed within ten days following the election.

3) Sign installers must have permission of the underlying property owner prior to placing signs.

4) Temporary political campaign signs are subject to all other applicable provisions of RCW 47.42 and
WAC 468.66 that pertain to Type 3 on-premise signs. 

In addition to the above restrictions, the erection of temporary political campaign signs within the 
right-of-way of all state highways is prohibited. Accordingly, signs placed within the right-of-way of 
any state highway are subject to removal by the Washington State Department of Transportation.  

Also, RCW 47.36.180(1) states in part that it is unlawful to erect any structure, sign, or device visible 
from a city street, county road, or state highway that simulates any directional, warning, or danger sign 
likely to be mistaken for such a sign.  Therefore, a campaign sign cannot be designated in a manner that 
resembles an official traffic control sign.  

If you should have any questions about placement of campaign signs along state highways, please 
contact Trevor McCain at 360-705-7282 or email at mccaint@wsdot.wa.gov. 

We sincerely hope that candidates for public office will observe the laws and regulations enacted to 
limit driver distraction, and protect and preserve the roadside beauty of our state.  Thank you in 
advance for your courtesy in this matter.  

Washington State Department of Transportation 
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