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WEED MANAGEMENT FIELD INSPECTOR 
 
JOB PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 
 
Provides inspection and enforcement services to insure that noxious and exotic weeds are 
eradicated and that State regulations regarding weeds are complied with.  Responsibilities include 
conducting surveys of lands and waterways to detect early infestation, observing dredging to insure 
compliance, educating citizens on how to manage noxious weeds, and responding to complaints. 
 
CLASSIFICATION DISTINCTIONS 
 
This is a single level classification working under the direction of the Weed Management 
Coordinator with responsibility for independent inspection and follow-up on complaints of weed 
control violations.  The Field Inspector interacts with other agencies and private contractors and 
must exercise tact and diplomacy in communicating regulations and conducting enforcement 
proceedings. 
 
KEY TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
• Conducts inspections of weed reports in order to eradicate noxious weeds and insure 

compliance with State regulations. 
 
• Prepares reports of weed infestations as identified through inspections. 
 
• Interfaces with other counties, cities, the state and federal agencies to inform and assist them 

when infestations are found in their jurisdictions. 
 
• Applies herbicides and operates various equipment such as shovels, machetes, infra-red 

cameras, global positioning systems, watercraft and dredges. 
 
• Provides information and education through public speaking and development of written 

materials to citizens about controlling noxious weeds. 
 
• Observes dredging operations of private contractors for compliance with dredge permits. 
 
• Periodically survey waterways to detect early infestations of invasive aquatic weeds. 
 
• Conducts enforcement proceedings against property owners to insure compliance with RCW 

and County Code. 
 
• Develops a library of multi-media training aids. 
 
• Researches and documents facts and information for grant applications. 
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• Assists in the guidance, training and direction of a group of volunteers. 
 
• Provides assistance to the Weed Management Coordinator and the office staff to enhance 

productivity and administration of the Department. 
 
• Performs related duties as assigned. 
 
 
QUALIFICATIONS 
 
• An Associate's degree or equivalent experience in botany, horticulture or a related field and two 

years of experience in vegetation control and weed identification. 
 
• Any combination of training and experience that would likely provide the required knowledge, 

skills and abilities will be considered. 
 
• A valid motor vehicle operator's license and herbicide applicators license are required. 
 
 
Knowledge of....botany and plant identification; principles of weed eradication and control; 
chemicals and tools used for the elimination of weeds; state and local laws and regulations 
pertaining to weed control. 
 
Ability to....conduct inspections of waterways and lands to detect early infestation; operate 
equipment such as jet ski's, dredges, and various hand tools; read maps and identify locations; 
communicate both orally and in writing; develop and deliver presentations on weed control; apply 
herbicides with care and attention to hazardous materials cautions. 
 
 
WORK ENVIRONMENT AND PHYSICAL DEMANDS 
 
Incumbents typically work in the field.  Work involves identifying and inspecting for noxious 
weeds, interacting with the public regarding complaints about weeds which may be stressful or 
sensitive, and assisting in record keeping and report writing. 
 
Essential tasks include application of herbicides, driving motor vehicles, watercraft, dredges and 
mowers and operation of various hand tools such as shovels, machetes, infra-red cameras and 
survey equipment. 
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