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 PUBLIC WORKS 

 
Parks Manager’s Notes for PAB: “What’s Happening In Parks” 

2016 year in review 
 

November 18, 2016 
 

2016 was another busy year in parks with many achievements, challenges and rewards. With the 
help of Clark County’s Parks Advisory Board, Neighborhood Associations, Partnering Public and 
Private Entities, Volunteers and Stakeholders, we collectively worked on and achieved several project 
and planning goals. The following is a list of projects that we worked on in 2016 
 

Parks Division Growth: 

 Acquisition of four new park properties using PIF funds and avoided PIF concurrency  

o Curtin Springs 

o Minnehaha 

o North Fairgrounds 

o Prairie Fields 

 78th street Heritage Farm was transferred to Parks 

• Heritage Farm - I’m working with HR on the Farm Specialist job description and posting. 

 Clark County Legacy Land Program and Pat Lee transferred to Parks  
 

Parks Division Progress 

 Vancouver Lake 1 mile trail extension completed 

 Buckmire Slough bridge crossings at Vancouver Lake Park with CREST, OTAK & BPA 

 Vancouver Rowing Club house boat permit at Vancouver Lake Park 

 Phase 1 development of new overflow parking lot at Felida Community Park. Initiated site plan 

work 

 Camp Hope Master Plan w/ Camp Hope Non-Profit group 

 VMSSA softball field development at Pacific Community Park 

 Lacamas Trails Study with Volunteers and City of Camas Parks Board 

 City of Camas Sewer line project through Camp Currie and Lacamas Park 

 Sorenson & Tower Crest Neighborhood Parks were constructed 

 Whipple Creek Park Trails Plan w/ Whipple Creek Restorations Committee and NW Trail 

Alliance 

 English Pit Off-Leash Dog Park site approval 

 Cougar Creek Woods concept plan with Felida NH Assoc. 

 Plan approval for Disc Golf Course at Hockinson Meadows Community Park  

 PAB Picnic and all PAB meeting  
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Grants Applications 

 Phase II Chelatchie RXR Trail, Phase I Day Break Regional Park Development 

  Phase II Lewis River Ranch Property acquisition 

 RCO YAF grant for lighting at Luke Jensen Sports Complex and a 

Third synthetic soccer field at Harmony Sports Association 

 Parks Foundation grant for Children’s Garden Felida Park 

 National Parks Service technical assistance grant for the 47 mile Lewis and Clark Trail 

Lewis & Clark 47 mile trail project declaration with the intertwine, cities, ports, NHA’s, Cowlitz 

Tribe, advisory boards and commissions, National Wildlife Refuges, Fish and Wildlife, and the 

National Parks Service 

 
Looking Forward 

 Sorenson Park dedication is scheduled for Saturday, December 3rd at 1:30 PM. The Felida 
Neighborhood Association is sponsoring the event. 
 

 Tower Crest NH Park dedication will be held next spring. The East Minnehaha 
Neighborhood Association will sponsor that event. 
 

 In PIF 5 and just ahead of concurrency, we signed an option agreement with a developer to 
purchase a 6+ acre parcel of land north of NE 99th Street and approximately NE 134th Ave. 
Jeremy ordered an appraisal and will follow with an environmental assessment.  

 
Budget  

• PIF fees update 
Laurie Lebowsky and I have been engaged in several presentations on the PIF update. Thank 
you to our PAB members who attended these meetings to date in support of Parks and this 
project. Here is a list of past and future meetings:  
November 9, 2016 – 1:30 PM Board of County Councilors work session 

           November 17, 2016 – 5:30PM Planning Commission Hearing 
           December 6, 2016 – 6:00 PM Board of County Councilors hearing on 2017/2018 budget and  
           the PIF increase/ Implementation decision. 
 

 Multiple Parks budget and staffing requests – We’ll know what is approved on December 6th 
 

 We received $680,000 from the Eleanor Pearson Trust fund. These are funds that we 
originally used to purchase the 32 acre Pearson parcel in 1996. We plan to use the funds 
on an East Fork Lewis River Project. 

 
 
 

 
 

Bill Bjerke, Parks Division Manager 
Clark County Public Works 
4700 NE 78

th
 Street 

Vancouver, WA 98665 
360-397-6118 Ext. 1656 
Bill.Bjerke@clark.wa.gov 
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