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POLICY:  Clark County District Court Offender Work Crews are NOT to
remove personal property from public lands without adhering to the guidelines
below.

Persona! Properiy is defined as:

Personal Property does NOT include empty food containers, putrescible waste,
hypodermic needles, drug paraphernalia, or other garbage of a similar type.
Examples of personal property:

e Purses / Backpacks / Suitcases / Duffle Bags

e Any Personal Identification (Social Security Cards / Birth Certificates /
Other Important Papers)

Electronic Devices (Cell Phones, Tablets, Computers, Game Devices)
Shoes / Clothing / Raingear

Sieeping Bags / Tents / Bed Rolls / Blankets / Pillows

Medications / Dentures / Eye Glasses / Hearing Aids

Bikes

Wheelchairs / Crutches / Walkers / Shopping Carts

Bar BQ / Stoves

Lanterns / Flash Lights

Any Item Used for Shelter (Tarps / Cardboard / Tents)

Public Lands are Defined as: Areas include sidewalks, bus stops, public
squares, parks, areas under overpasses, under piers, wetlands, and within the
Port of Vancouver area etc.

A Dump Site is Defined as: a location a user agency has requested a Work
Crew clean where an accumulation of trash / garbage has been left for a period
of time that would lead a reasonable person to believe it has been abandoned

and is a hazard.




PROCEDURE:

Work Crews will receive clean-up assignments from user agencies. Upon arrival
at the clean-up site the crew chief will determine if there is any personal property
as defined in this policy. Sites containing any personal property must be tagged
with a 72 hour notice prior to clean-up. The posting can be done by Code
Enforcement or the user agency, prior to Work Crew initiating a clean-up, and
must consist of a picture of the posting and property in the background.

If an individual is present and claims ownership of some or all of the property,
that individual will be allowed to remove the property from the site or make
arrangements to remove it. Work Crews have no obligation to determine
ownership of personal property. The crew chief will make immediate contact with
the lead crew chief to advise of the situation. The crew chief will submit a written
report to their manager and lead crew chief at the end of the work day. The
report must contain the name of the individual who claimed the property and
pictures of the site and property. The pictures and report will be kept in the Work
Crew activity log maintained by the lead crew chief.

If iilegal drugs or stolen property are found, the lead crew chief will contact law
enforcement, submit a written report to the manager, and make an entry in the
Work Crew activity log maintained by the lead crew chief.

Upon verification that 72 hours has passed since the initial posting of the site,
work crew chiefs are authorized to treat any remaining property as abandoned
property, but for the following exceptions:

« Property contained in boxes, bags, bins, or other similar containers that
are marked with reasonable personal identification

* Purse / Wallet / Backpacks

¢ Electronic devices (cell phones, tablets, lap tops, or similar devices)

Personal property not treated as abandoned property can be either left on site,
with notification to the user agency, or transported to the Friends of the Carpenter
or similar non-governmental organization designated by Friends of the Carpenter,
for further handling. If the property is transported to the Friends of the Carpenter
or other designated entity the lead crew chief will complete a log that indicates
the date, time, and place the property was found. A delivery receipt, signed by
the lead crew chief and Friends of the Carpenter or other designated entity, will
be included with the property. The lead crew chief will maintain the original
delivery receipt and provide Friends of the Carpenter or other designated entity a

copy.



It is the crew chief's responsibility to relay to the individual crew members the
Work Crew policy and procedures as described above. It is the crew chief's
responsibility to ensure crew members are not engaging in unauthorized
personal property disposal during the course of the work day. Crew members
who purposefully engage in unauthorized behavior will be terminated
immediately.

Crew chiefs do not have the authority to:

Tell a citizen they are camping illegally:

Tell a citizen they must leave an area;

Handle personal property in any fashion outside of this policy no matter if
the request comes from law enforcement or a user agency;

Enter private property for any reason without prior approval from the lead
crew chief.



