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Our Mission is to protect, 

preserve and enhance 

Washingtonõs environment for 

current and future generations.



Serve the Olympic Peninsula and Southwest Washington



Southwest and Olympic Region

Å12 counties, 68 towns and cities, 13 tribes, 
representing ~1.8 million people

ÅIncludes 1600 miles of marine shoreline, 18 
major watersheds, numerous waterbodies, 
prairies and mountains.

ÅNine programs
ÅWater Quality, Water Resources, Air Quality, Spill 

Prevention/Response, Toxics Cleanup, Hazardous Waste, 
Shorelands, Solid Waste, Environmental Assessment



Vancouver Field Office

Å13 staff

ÅFour programs:
ÅWater Quality
ÅMunicipal stormwater permitting and grants, sand 

and gravel permitting, construction stormwater
permitting, forestry and TMDLs

ÅAir Quality
ÅEmissions testing

ÅToxics Cleanup Program

ÅSpills Prevention/Response
ÅVessel inspectors, spill responders



Vancouver Field Office



East Fork Lewis River 

Partnership
for clean water

Devan Rostorfer, Water Quality Specialist 



Thank You!

Clark Clean Water Commission



East Fork Lewis River Watershed

ÅClark and Skamania Counties

Å~235 square miles

ÅVariety of Land Uses 

ÅMultiple Jurisdictions and Permits

ÅSignificant Public Access 



The East Fork Lewis River is a

Valuable Natural Resource 

Social Economic

Environmental



East Fork Lewis River 

ÅRecreational Use and 
Enjoyment
ÅAnglers 

ÅKayakers

ÅSwimmers

ÅHikers

ÅCampers

ÅBirdwatchers

ÅPicnickers

ÅStormwater, Wastewater, 
Drinking Water 

ÅAgriculture 



East Fork Lewis River

Home to

ÅFastest growing City in Washington

Å5 priority ESA listed species

ÅSignificant recreation 



303(d) List of Impaired Waters





303(d) List of Impaired Waters

Priority Areas to Address Temperature

Priority: Increase riparian forested buffer areas in middle and lower watershed.

Temperatures Increase Downstream 





303(d) List of Impaired Waters

Priority Areas to Address Bacteria 

Priorities: Septic systems and Small Acreage Agriculture / Livestock
Brezee, McCormick, Jenny, Riley, Lockwood, & Rock Creek North 



East Fork Lewis River Partnership 
Collaboration of local, state, tribal, and federal governments; 

non-profits, private industry, and landowners



Partnership Recap

~50 Partners

~30 Organizations





East Fork Lewis River Partnership

Å Planning

ÅPartnership Meetings

ÅTemperature & Bacteria Workgroups 

ÅPrivate Landowner Technical 
Assistance

Å Implementation

ÅGrant Project Development 
Workshop

ÅOutreach and Education

ÅPublic Town Hall ~ 54 people

ÅCommunity Coffee





Clean Water Priorities







Septic Systems

Å 34,500 septic systems 

in Clark County
Å30% or ~10,350 need to be 

inspected 

ÅVoluntary programs







Septic Systems in the 

East Fork Lewis River 

Å 6,045 septic systems in watershed

Å 32% or 1,929 need to be inspected 

Å$120 = Average inspection cost 

Å~$231,500 = Cost of 100% inspection

Whatôs the Value?
Å Understand age, condition, maintenance, replacement, and repair 

needs.

Å Connect homeowners to resources. 



Septic Systems

ÅActions
Å Inspection 

Å Maintenance

ÅRepair

ÅReplacement

Å Sewer Extension and Connection

Å Public Education & Outreach



Challenges

ÅLimited staff capacity.

ÅVoluntary, not mandatory.

ÅNot enough septic workshops. 

ÅExpensive to repair and replace.

ÅHomeowner willingness. 

ÅEnforcement.





Agriculture in Clark County

Å1,978 farms, ~46 acres each. 

Å15,065 cattle on 730 farms

Å3,371 milk cows on 21 farms.

Å12,445 other cattle on 332 farms.

Å2,016 sheep & lambs on 139 farms

Å412 hogs & pigs on 67 farms. 

Å1,939 goats on 198 farms. 

Å2,687 horses on 491 farms.

Å11,470 poultry on 505 farms. 

Å530 acres of orchards on 178 farms.

Å20-30 wineries. 

Source: USDA Agriculture Census 2017



Agriculture in the East Fork

Å1 - Small dairy, manure 

application

Å1 - Egg laying facility 

Å0 - Concentrated Animal 

Feeding Operations

Mostly small agricultural

livestock ïhorses, alpaca, etc. 



Nonpoint Source Implementation


