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SECTION ONE

INTRODUCTION

Clark County is conducting a periodic review of its Comprehensive Plan (Plan) as required by the
Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA). The county is required to complete its update
by June 30, 2025. The Plan, originally adopted in 1994 and last updated in 2016, is a long-range
policy guide for how the county plans to manage growth and development over a twenty-year period.
The GMA requires jurisdictions to periodically update their Plan and development regulations to
bring them up to date with:

g changes to state law
—

! land use changes, if any

A / population and employment growth projections

housing projections

The Comprehensive Plan guides county decisions related to land use; housing; capital facilities and
utilities; rural and natural resources; transportation; economic development; parks, open space and
recreation; schools; historic preservation; environment; community design; shoreline; and annexation.

The focal point of the county’s long-range planning is the County’s Comprehensive Plan and its Capital
Facilities Plan which are foundational documents that guide policy, financing and development regula-
tion decisions over the 20-year period.
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SECTION TWO

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
PROGRAM PURPOSE

The Washington State Department of Commerce recommends local governments begin the
periodic update process by adopting a Public Participation Plan to clearly identify the scope
of the proposed update, when legislative action is expected, and how the public can participate
or comment.

This Public Participation Plan provides the public with opportunities for early and continuing
participation and access to key decision making processes with the Clark County Planning
Commission and Clark County Council. [RCW 36.70A.035]. The plan describes the steps
Clark County will take to provide opportunities for public engagement, as well as Clark
County contact information and web addresses. This plan is in addition to the public
participation opportunities and processes required by Clark County Code Sections
40.510.040 and 40.560.010.

Meaningful participation means the county will
provide opportunities to listen to its constituents
and hear about their lived experiences.

aerogondo2
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SECTION THREE

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
PLAN GOALS

ACCESSIBLE PARTICIPATION: Accessible participation seeks to provide low-barrier opportunities
for all who wish to participate to have a say in the decision-making process. What follows are strategies
to accomplish this goal.

Depending on the status of the COVID-19 pandemic, certain events will be hosted either online
and/or at community locations throughout the county. For online activities, both computer and
phone options will be made available. The county will publish as much project information in
English, Spanish, Russian, and Chinese, as resources allow. Upon request, staff will coordinate trans-
lators for these languages, and the hearing impaired at key project engagement events. These lan-
guages have been identified for this project as the most commonly spoken languages in the county, per
census data. Translation into additional languages may be possible upon request and within county
resource constraints. Project communication will include a wide range of media, social media, print,
email and online communication methods (Section 5.1 Outreach Tools). Additional details about
strategies that may be implemented to achieve the accessible participation goal are described in
Section 5.1 Outreach Tools and 5.2 Engagement Tools.

INCLUSIVE PARTICIPATION: Community Planning recognizes that policy and planning decisions
about land use, transportation, environmental resources and capital facilities do not impact us all

in the same way. Community Planning wants to prioritize engagement with community mem-

bers who have historically been left out of public planning processes, such as renters, people living
with disabilities, immigrants and refugees, BIPOC-led organizations, people with limited income,
people who are cost burdened, and people who are houseless, with the hope that the resulting Plan is
well-grounded in the experiences and knowledge of a wider range of public perspectives than has his-
torically been achieved. To accomplish this goal, Community Planning staff will conduct outreach to
community organizations to collaboratively identify how to best communicate and engage with each
other during the project. While county staff does not have the power to enact policies or develop-
ment regulations, by incorporating a more diverse range of public voices, staff can provide a richer
and fuller context to elected officials as they make decisions. While the early outreach conversations
will help define specifically how this goal will be accomplished during the project, strategies to work
towards this goal as currently reflected in this plan include the Community Partners and Interested
Parties list (Section 4) and some of the Engagement Tools (Section 5.2) including community group
presentations, community advisory groups, community events, public meetings and open houses.

MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION: Meaningful participation means the county will provide enough
background and educational opportunities about the update project, so that public participants have
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Community Planning wants to prioritize
engagement with community members who
have historically been left out of public

planning processes.

Alexandre Laprise

the information and tools they need to feel knowledgeable and informed about county processes,
policies and regulations. Meaningful participation means the county will provide opportunities to listen
to its constituents and hear about their lived experiences (e.g. Section 5.2 Engagement Tools - public
meetings and open houses, community group presentations, community advisory groups).

Meaningful participation means engagement opportunities will take place early in the project process,
so there is time for discussion and learning to take place and have an impact on recommendations and
decisions (Section 6 Scope of Work). Opportunities for small group or one-on-one conversations with
staff will be offered, schedule permitting (Section 5.2 Engagement Tools - community group presentations).
Additionally, meaningful participation means that public feedback will be shared with the Planning
Commission and County Council for their discussions on specific topics (Section 5.2 Engagement
Tools - public comments, Planning Commission meetings, and County Council meetings).

TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY: Public engagement opportunities will distinguish
between opportunities designed to provide information versus those that seek input and feedback on
decision-making. Public engagement opportunities will be clearly defined, broadly advertised, and
specify how the public can provide timely input to affect decisions (Section 5 Public Participation
Tools and Section 6 Scope of Work). Staff will keep the project website updated with current infor-
mation and use concise, plain, and easy to understand language (Section 5.1 Outreach Tools). There
will be an ongoing record of comments, along with an online mechanism to make this information
available to the public (Section 5.2 Engagement Tools - public comments). Being transparent and
clear means the public can hold the county accountable in its process and decision making.
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SECTION FOUR

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
AND INTERESTED PARTIES

The 2025 update will be a countywide effort that endeavors to engage with a broad and inclusive
range of stakeholders and communities, including the cities, tribes, residents, neighborhood and
community groups, cultural organizations, business stakeholders, advocacy organizations, and other
public and private agencies.

The cities (Battle Ground, Camas, La Center, Ridgefield, Vancouver, Washougal, Woodland), Town
of Yacolt, and the Cowlitz Indian Tribe are the county’s main government partners for the update
of the Comprehensive Plan. Per countywide planning policies adopted by all the cities, town, and
county, the comprehensive plan of each jurisdiction shall be coordinated with and consistent with,
the comprehensive plans adopted by the other local jurisdictions. The cities, town, and Clark County shall
play partnership roles in the production of plans which provide the opportunity for public and mutual
participation, review and comment. Also, per adopted countywide planning policies, the county,
cities and town will consult and coordinate with the Cowlitz Indian Tribe continuously throughout
the project.

The cities, town, and Clark County shall play
partnership roles in the production of plans
which provide the opportunity for public and

mutual participation, review and comment.
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Below is a list of general stakeholder categories that Community Planning will engage with for the
2025 update project. Community Planning will keep a detailed list of specific groups with contact
information that will be continuously updated to include all groups that are interested in participating.

Property owners,
residents, renters

Community groups,
service organizations

People living with
disabilities

People living without
housing

People with low income
who are cost burdened

Immigrants and refugees
BIPOC-led organizations

Culturally specific

organizations
Local governments

Regional tribal

governments

County advisory boards
and commissions

Neighborhood

associations
State agencies

Building and development
community

Community development
organizations

Economic community
(Ports, Chambers of

Commerce, CREDC,
Business Associations)

Environmental community
Housing agencies
Healthcare, behavioral
health, and addiction
service providers

Faith-based communities

LGBTQ+ led

organizations

Transportation agencies
Utility providers

Private property rights
groups

Public safety

Clark County

departments/divisions
Education providers
(higher education, K-12,
pre-school, etc.)

Media

Food banks

Agriculture, equestrian,
and forestry

Youth

Older adults

Veterans

All parties will be informed and invited to participate throughout the process. Notification will be
accomplished via the methods outlined in the Section 5 Public Participation Tools portion of this
document.
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SECTION FIVE

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
TOOLS

Clark County Community Planning will use a variety of outreach
and engagement tools, tailored to the needs and opportunities
during each phase of the update.

5.1 OUTREACH TOOLS

PROJECT WEBPAGE
@ COMMUNITY PLANNING
Community Planning will maintain a web- E—— o a— ——

page dedicated to the Plan update that includes =~ meiiii, - 2025 Update

e 4 ProjectNews
draft documents; maps, scope of work/schedule; esseaiaa R =ttt
meeting information; contact information; bever g e
Current Adopted Plan revised draft that reflects the comments will be prepared in advance
. s . i ociobiv ogsorha
links to Clark County cities’ comprehensive s e e :
. . LT page by March 6, 2023, E
plan webpages; information on how to stay o iatie sl ———
. . Housing Options Studyand  + v information s avatable i an
involved and provide comments; and contact seer e e g e
. . . . . :‘:::x::"”’“" ¥ (Pian) as recuired by the Washington State Growth Management Act
information for requesting materials in other e Y Lol s v
o mos bl iy oyl v g s e

pariod [
MHIODMBILAR ROCTYTING 12
pariadicaty usdale thec ompsahensive len snd devalopment egulsvons SR TR P

languages: www.clark.wa.gov/2025update.
Final (not draft) documents will be posted i bl e TN

+ Land use changes,

to the Project Library. Please note that the —— i o
e comy s o S

county’s website can translate website text into i o s e T il

a variety of languages via Google translate. ik B e

The fozal paint f the County's long-range planning is the County's
‘Comprehansive Pian and its Capial Faciltes Plan which heip with policy,
Tnancng and development regulation decisons over the 20-year period.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Submit posts on the county’s social media
accounts to provide information about open
houses, public work sessions/hearings times
and location, and other key messages and
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notices. Information will be shared in multiple
languages. County social media currently
includes: Facebook, Twitter, and NextDoor.

OTHER MEDIA

Staff will seek to engage with media sources,
including television, newspaper, and radio, includ-
ing multicultural media, to continue to reach the
diverse communities of Clark County.

NEWS RELEASES

Issue news releases and advertise public meet-
ings and other engagement opportunities in the
newspaper of record. Encourage coverage of the
update via a variety of media outlets, including
The Columbian, The Camas-Post Record, The
Reflector, Clark County Today, and The Senior
Messenger. Clark County will prepare news
releases and distribute them to general news
media, specialized media, multicultural media,
and neighborhood associations and other local
information providers throughout the update
process. News releases also are available through
online requests for RSS feeds and by following
the county on social media, such as Facebook
and Twitter.

EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS TO

INTERESTED PARTIES

Maintain a list of interested members of the
public and stakeholders who will be notified
of meetings and other information related to
the update process via email. The list currently
includes 3,000 subscribers.

LEGAL NOTICES

Publish legal notices in paper of record and
other local newspapers including 7he
Columbian, The Camas-Post Record, and The
Reflector, identifying public hearing times,
locations, and information on how to provide
comment.

INFORMATIONAL DISPLAYS

Post general information about the 2025
comprehensive plan update to direct public to
the project webpage and how to stay engaged.
Information can be posted in public locations,
such as the Clark County Public Service Center,
Clark County Center for Community Health,
the Clark County Event Center, and other
county/public facilities, including utilizing
electronic displays.
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5.2 ENGAGEMENT TOOLS

PUBLIC MEETINGS AND
OPEN HOUSES

Community Planning will hold informational
public meetings, open houses, and workshops
to provide information and receive comments
and feedback from interested members of the
public. Community Planning commits to hold
both in-person, online, and/or hybrid meetings
at convenient times. Information will be shared
either through presentations by technical staff
(public meeting) or through display exhib-

its (open house). Feedback will be collected
through a variety of methods, depending on
the event size and format, and may include
written, verbal, and/or other visual means. Staff
will also present material online to create an
alternative “open house” for residents unable to
attend in person. Notice of these meetings will
be provided through methods such as a news
release, email notification, project webpage,
social media, and legal notices, as appropriate.

Within available resources, the county will pub-
lish project information and communications for
events in English, Spanish, Russian, and Chi-
nese, and upon request, coordinate translators for
these languages, including ASL, at key project
engagement events. When possible, for in-person
events, staff will work to select community-based
event venues that are accessible by transit and
ADA-accessible and offer children’s activities to
encourage participation and design the meetings
to include interactive components and/or incen-
tives to attend.

COMMUNITY GROUP
PRESENTATIONS

Community Planning will reach out to com-
munity partners and interested parties to pro-
vide background information on the update,
gather input, or give presentations focused on
specific topics or on the general project. Any
community group is welcome to contact staff
and request a presentation.

SURVEYS

Community Planning may use surveys to col-
lect feedback from the community on various
topics related to the Plan update.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Written comments will be accepted by mail or
email throughout the update process to Clark
County Community Planning, PO Box 9810,
Vancouver, WA 98666-9810, an online com-
ment form, or comp.plan@clark.wa.gov. There
will also be topic specific comment periods
during the update process to provide feed-
back on certain elements of the plan update,
such as during the environmental analysis.
All comments received will be posted to the
project webpage and provided to the decision
makers (Planning Commission and County
Council) as part of their hearing packets on
major decisions of the Plan update. These
comments will become part of the County’s
record of decision on the update. Relevant
items other than testimony, such as graphics,
videos, photos, maps, tables, etc., if submitted
to the County, will also be posted with com-
ments, and will become part of the County’s
record of the Plan update.

There is also opportunity for providing oral,
written, and other (graphics, videos, photos,
maps, tables, etc.) testimony during public
hearings. Information on how to provide oral
testimony is provided in advance of, and at,
the hearings.

For certain pieces of the process, such as the
environmental analysis, staff will document

how the public comments received during a

defined comment period were addressed and
impacted staff materials.
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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS

Community Planning staff will hold a series of
work sessions with the Planning Commission
throughout the course of the Plan update. The
Planning Commission is a seven-member advisory
board to the County Council on issues related to
land use policy and land use changes. The Plan-
ning Commission typically meets on the first and
third Thursdays of every month at either 5:30

p-m. or 6:30 p.m. depending on the agenda. All
meetings are currently hybrid, meaning attendees
can join remotely via Webex or in-person at the
County’s Public Service Center, sixth floor, 1300
Franklin Street, Vancouver. All meetings are open
to the public, recorded, and posted to the Planning
Commission’s webpage. The public may attend
and listen to work sessions. Planning Commission
hearings provide opportunity for public testimony.
Clark-Vancouver TV (CVTYV) also carries the
hearings live on Channels 21/321 or 23/323 and for

streaming on WWW.CVtV.Ol'g.

Notice of Planning Commission meetings will
be provided through such methods as a news
release, email notification, project webpage,
social media, and legal notices, as appropriate.

COUNTY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Community Planning staft will hold a series

of work sessions, hearings and updates with the
County Council throughout the course of the
Plan update. The work sessions, council time
and hearings are recorded and posted to the
council’s meeting webpage. Council hearings
are typically held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of
the month with the 1st Tuesday starting at

10 am and the 3rd Tuesday at 6 pm. Work
sessions and council time are typically held on
Wednesdays and are open to the public to watch
and listen. Public hearings are also available to
watch live on CVTYV channel 21/321 or 23/323

and for streaming on www.cvtv.org.

Notice of these meetings will be provided through
such methods as a news release, email notifica-
tion, project webpage, social media, and legal
notices, as appropriate. All council meetings and
hearings are currently hybrid, meaning attend-
ees can join remotely via Webex on in-person at
the Clark County Public Service Center, sixth
floor, 1300 Franklin Street in Vancouver.

Council hearings will be scheduled as needed for key
decisions throughout the Plan update process.
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CITIES, COUNTY, TRIBE TECHNICAL
COORDINATING COMMITTEE

Community Planning will coordinate with

the cities of Battle Ground, Camas, La Center,
Ridgefield, Vancouver, Woodland, Washougal,
the town of Yacolt, and the Cowlitz Tribe on
countywide planning issues that affect each ju-
risdiction. Clark County will coordinate meet-
ings to discuss issues and seek consensus with
each municipality before taking final action.

TECHNICAL AND COMMUNITY
ADVISORY GROUPS

Community Planning may use technical advisory
groups or other community advisory groups

to solicit guidance and feedback on elements
of the update project or to assist with outreach
to groups in the community. The groups will
include members who have specific knowledge
of or interest in specialized topics.

MAPPING/GIS

The county’s GIS staff and the presentation

of maps will be used throughout the update
project. The project may also utilize one or more
GIS Story Maps or other visual tools located on
the project webpage, which will combine maps
displaying geographic data or information with
narrative text and images.

Clark County will coordinate
meetings to discuss issues and
seek consensus with each
municipality before taking
final action.

TELEVISION AND ONLINE VIDEOCASTS

CVTYV broadcasts of Planning Commission
and council hearings will be replayed to reach
a broader audience. Community Planning staff
will also work with CVTV to produce infor-
mational videos on certain elements of the Plan
process to raise awareness of the project and
help inform the public on upcoming events.

ISSUE PAPERS/INFORMATIONAL
DOCUMENTS

Community Planning staff will develop issue
papers and informational documents to provide
focused guidance and document the evolution of
the update process. The documents will be posted
to the project website. Topics could include but
are not limited to: a one-page summary sheet on
the 2025 update; the background of planning in
Clark County under the Growth Management
Act; how population, employment, and housing
projections are made and used for planning pur-
poses; the process involved with Urban Growth
Area reviews and the county and cities’ roles.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Staff may attend local county events to share proj-
ect information and speak with constituents one-
on-one. Staff will also coordinate with other county
departments on outreach initiatives happening
simultaneously to align community engagement
opportunities.
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SECTION SIX

SCOPE OF
WORK

To organize the complex process of updating the Plan, Community Planning has divided essential ele-

ments of the project into four phases. Each phase will have distinct tasks and activities that are planned
to engage community members and key stakeholders in identifying issues, developing policy concepts,

and shaping the final recommended plan that will be considered by the County Council in 2025.

The estimated completion dates for each step are indeed estimates. In some cases, final action may
occur before or after the target date because of constrained resources, need for additional intergov-
ernmental collaboration, or unforeseen circumstances.

& Sl JO RG]

PROJECT o SHAPE THE o REVEWAND (@)
INITIATION S PLAN - REFINE ,

Through Fall 2023 Winter 2024 - Summer 2024 Fall 2024 - Early Winter 2025

ADOPTION
PROCESS

Spring - Summer 2025
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PHASE 1 Project initiation / / January 2023-Summer 2023

Phase 1 is the initiation of the periodic update project. The county will kick-off the project with a
public meeting that provides decision makers and the public information about the GMA, recent
state legislation related to the GMA, and an overview of the anticipated periodic update process. This
phase also includes review and analysis of the current plan in relation to changes to state law, land use,
and population projections for the twenty-year planning period and planning for public engagement.

Objectives for phase 1 include:

* Raise public awareness and provide information about the Plan update and seek
feedback about how the public and stakeholders prefer to be engaged

*  Establish Preliminary Scope of Work and Public Participation Plan

*  Research of the issues, state law and other planning requirements that need to be
included in the update

*  Coordinate with cities, town, and Tribe, and other public agencies, as appropriate, on
population and employment projections (based on a council adopted Office of
Financial Management population forecast)

*  Coordinate with cities, town, and Tribe on reviewing and, if needed, revising countywide
planning policies

KEY MILESTONES AND ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN PHASE 1

Date Milestone Engagement opportunities

Winter 2023 Public Participation Plan Public comment period

and Scope of Work Planning Commission work session
County Council work session and
hearing
Spring 2023 County Population Planning Commission work session
Projection County Council work session and
hearing
Summer 2023 County Employment Planning Commission work session
Projection County Council work session and
hearing
Fall 2023 Countywide Planning Planning Commission work session
Policies and Population and hearing
Allocation to each urban  county Council work session and
area (adoption of updat- hearing

ed policies, if needed)
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PHASE 2 Shape the Plan / / Fall 2023-Summer 2024

During the second phase, Clark County will engage with the public to inform and shape growth
alternatives, provide input for the scope of environmental analysis, and seek input on new and
revised Comprehensive Plan policies. Growth options will be informed by the community feedback,
technical analysis, and the range of desired alternatives for study established by the County Council.

Objectives for phase 2 include:
*  Collect individual property owner proposals for comprehensive plan amendments for
consideration through the lens of growth alternatives that will be studied in the

environmental review process
*  Provide information to the public on the scope of an anticipated environmental impact statement
(EIS) and seek input on potential growth strategy alternatives, impacts and mitigation

measures

*  Seek out more specific input on proposed new and revised policies in each of the

Plan elements

¢  Continued coordination with the cities, town, Tribe, and federal, state, and local

public agencies

KEY MILESTONES AND ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN PHASE 2

Date

Fall 2023

Fall 2023-
Winter 2024

Fall 2023-
Winter 2024

Spring 2024

Spring-Fall
2024

Milestone

Hire environmental
analysis consultant for
environmental analysis

Property owner submittal
for comprehensive land
use changes

Environmental Impact
Scoping (the scope is the
range and types of issues
to be studied for the
Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS))

Review and selection of
Growth Alternatives for
Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS)

Input on County Com-
prehensive Plan text
and policies and Title 40
revisions, if needed

Engagement opportunities

County Council hearing

Proposal submittal period

Open houses/public meetings
Public comment period

Planning Commission work session
County Council work session

Open houses/public meetings
Public comment period
Planning Commission work session

County Council work session and
hearing

Public comment period
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PHASE 3 Review and refine / / Fall 2024-Winter 2025

Phase 3 will begin with release of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS); draft Comprehensive
Plan document; and revised development regulations, if needed. This phase will include multiple oppor-
tunities for the public to learn about and respond to the draft analysis, draft Plan and code amendments,

if any. The public will be able to provide input as we move toward a preferred growth strategy alternative
and release of a final Plan for transmittal to the County Council in 2025. There will be a formal comment
period associated with the DEIS and Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), in which the public
will be invited to submit feedback. The county will also engage local communities more deeply around land
use changes that may be needed to implement the plan.

Objectives for Phase 3:

*  Draft Environmental Impact Statement issued for public review

*  Draft Comprehensive Plan document revised to include updated information and policy
amendments

*  Selection of preferred alternative (chosen growth alternative to study in final Environmental
Impact Statement)

*  Analysis of preferred alternative through urban and rural land capacity estimates, Capital
Facilities Plan, Capital Facilities Financial Plan, and Transportation Analyses

e Issue Final Environmental Impact Statement

KEY MILESTONES AND ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN PHASE 3

Date Milestone Engagement opportunities

Fall 2024 Draft Environmental Public comment period
Impact Statement Planning Commission work sessions
Review and hearing

County Council work session and
hearings

Fall 2024 Selection of Preferred County Council work hearing
Alternative

Fall 2024- Preferred Alternative Analysis ~ Planning Commission work session

Winter 2025 work: Update urban and rural

land capacity estimates, Capital County Council work session and

Facilities Plan, Capital Facilities hearing

Financial Plan, and Transporta-

tion Analyses
Winter 2025 Issue Final Environmental Public comment period

Impact Statement Planning Commission work sessions
Winter 2025 Public Review of Compre- Open houses/public meetings

hensive Plan Update Materi-

als (Plan text, Title 40, Cap-
ital Facilities Plan, Capital Planning Commission work sessions

Facilities Financial Plan)

Public comment period
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PHASE 4 Adoption Process / / Spring 2025-June 2025

Phase 4 begins with presentation of the Comprehensive Plan and final preferred growth strategy to the
Planning Commission and County Council.

Objectives for Phase 4:
*  Submittal of Plan to Washington State Department of Commerce for 60-day review
*  Review of and recommendation on the Plan by the Planning Commission
*  Review and adoption of the Plan by County Council

KEY MILESTONES AND ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN PHASE 4

Date Milestone Engagement opportunities

Spring 2025 Washington Department N/A
of Commerce 60-day
review submittal

Spring 2025 Planning Commission work  Planning Commission work sessions
sessions and hearings on and hearings
final Plan for recommenda-
tion to County Council

Spring 2025 County Council work County Council work sessions

sessions (review
Planning Commission
work sessions and
hearings on final plan)

June 2025 Final Adoption of Plan County Council hearing
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SECTION SEVEN

ROLES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES
OF DECISION MAKERS

County Manager Prepare and present to the Planning Commission the
comprehensive plan update and then present the
Planning Commission's recommendations on these matters
to the council.

Planning Commission Appointed by the Clark County Council, the Planning
Commission serves as an advisory board on matters related
to physical development of land in the unincorporated area.
The role of the Planning Commission is primarily legislative
because its members review policy proposals and land
use changes and provide recommendations to the County
Council.

County Council Elected to four-year terms, members of the Clark County
Council hold legislative authority for Clark County. Related
to the comprehensive plan update, the council is the
ultimate decision maker and responsible for adopting the
Comprehensive Plan and related development regulations.

City/Town Councils Each city and town in Clark County is responsible for creating
its own comprehensive plan, policies, and development
regulations. The county and the cities’ comprehensive plans
must be coordinated and consistent with one another. The
cities, town, and county work in partnership to collaborate
on the update of each comprehensive plan consistent with
the requirements and general procedures for designating
Urban Growth Areas per WAC 365-196-310.
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COMMUNITY PLANNING

1300 Franklin Street ¢ PO Box 9810
Vancouver, WA 98666-9810
564.397.2280 / clark.wa.gov/2025update
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