~l

10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24

25

26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34
35

- T I S TC R SR

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-11-1 %

A RESOLUTION relating to the adoption of the Clark County Public Participation Plan

that will be used for development of the county’s Climate Change and Resiliency Element in
the Comprehensive Growth Management Plan 2025 periodic update pursuant to RCW
36.70A.140,

WHEREAS, Clark County adopted a 20-Year Comprehensive Growth Management Plan
through ordinances 1994-12-47 and 1994-12-53-on December 20, 1994 to meet the goals and
requirements of Chapter 36.70A RCW (also known as the Growth Management Act or “GMAY);
and

WHEREAS, Clark County adopted an updated 20-Year Comprehensive Growth
Management Plan through ordinance 2004-09-02, 2007-03-13, 2016-06-12, 2017-07-04, and
2019-11-16 to meet the goals and requirements of RCW 36.70A.130; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A.140 requires counties to conduct outreach to “establish and
broadly disseminate to the public a public participation program identifying procedures
providing for early and continuous public participation in the development and amendment of
comprehensive land use plans and development regulations implementing such plans. The
procedures shall provide for broad dissemination of proposals and alternatives, opportunity for

‘written comments, public meetings after effective notice, provision for open discussion,

communication programs, information services, and consideration of and response to public
comments;” and

WHEREAS, Clark County Council adopted the Public Participation Plan and Preliminary
Scope of Work for the Comprehensive Plan 2025 periodic update on March 21, 2023 through
resolution 2023-03-05; and -

WHEREAS, on May 3, 2023 Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 1181, Chapter 228
Laws of 2023, amended. Chapter 36.70A RCW in several respects to require that each county
planning under GMA include a Climate Change Element as part of its Comprehensive Growth
Management Plan periodic review, which for Clark County is due June 30, 2025. RCW
36.70A.070 and 36.70A.095 mandate that Clark County’s Climate Change Element inciude a
greenhouse gas reduction subelement and a resiliency subelement; and

WHEREAS, the Clark County Climate Change & Resiliency Element Public Participation
Plan was developed to supplement the already adopted Public Participation Plan and
Preliminary Scope of Work for the Comprehensive Plan 2025 periodic update to address public
participation as it relates specifically to development of a Climate Change and Resiliency
Element; and

Resolution 2023-11-
Relating to the development of a Climate Change and Resiliency Element Page 1 of 3



10
11

12

13
14
15
16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

28
29

30

31
32

33

WHEREAS, the Clark County Council after effective notice considered the Clark County
Climate Change and Resiliency Element Public Participation Plan (Exhibit 1) at a duly advertised
public hearing on November 7, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the Council took public testimony from interested parties, considered all the
written and oral arguments and testimony, and considered all the comments presented to the
Council; and

WHEREAS, the Council concluded at a duly advertised public hearing and finds that
adoption of the Public Participation Plan for the development of a Climate Change and
Resiliency Element will further the public health, safety and welfare; now therefore,

BE IT HEREBY ORDERED, RESOLVED AND DECREED BY THE CLARK COUNTY COUNCIL,
CLARK COUNTY, STATE OF WASHINGTON, as follows:

Section 1. Findings. The recitals above are incorporated into this resolution as findings.

Section 2. Adoption. The Clark County Public Participation Plan for development of a Climate
Change and Resiliency Element as part of the Comprehensive Plan 2025 periodic update is
adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A.140 to supplement the already adopted Public Participation
Plan and Preliminary Scope of Work for the Comprehensive Plan 2025 periodic update.

Section 3. Instructions to Clerk.
The Clerk to the County Council shall:

1. Transmit a copy of this resolution to the Washington State Department of Commerce
within ten (10) days of its adoption pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106.

2. Transmit a copy of the adopted resolution to the Community Planning Department
Director.

3. Record a copy of this resolution with the Clark County Auditor.
4. Cause notice of adoption of this resolution to be published forthwith pursuant to RCW
36.70A.290, Clark County Code 1.02.140, and transmit a copy to Community Planning.

+b
ADOPTED this 28 day of November, 2023.

COUNTY COUNCIL
CLARK COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Attest:

CE e
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Clerk to the Council Karen Dill Bowerman. Chan

By

Glen Yung, Councilor

By:

Michelle Belkot, Councilor
Approved as to Form Only:
Anthony F. Golik

Prosecuting Attorney By:

Gary Medvigy. Councilor
“%%W‘J
EhristineCoole (arhs Burng
Sr. Deputy Prosecuting Attorney By:_

Sue Marshall, Councilor

Resolution 2023-11-
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CLARK COUNTY WASHINGTON clark.wa.gov

COMMUNITY PLANNING 1300 Franklin Street
PO Box 9810
Vancouver, WA 98666-9810
564.397.2280

Exhibit 1
Clark County Climate Change & Resiliency Element
Public Participation Plan

Jenna Kay, Planner 1l, Community Planning, 564.397.4968

Gary Albrecht, Planner Ill, Community Planning, 564.397.4318

Amy Koski, Built Enwronment Coordmator Pubhc Health 360 852.0685

Project webpage: https.//clark.wa.gov/community-planning/climate-change-planning

This Public Participation Plan will guide the public engagement process to develop the Clark County
Climate Change and Resiliency Element for the Comprehensive Growth Management Plan in
coordination with the already adopted Comprehensive Growth Management Plan Public Participation
Plan. The overarching goal of the project is to implement Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 1181
(ES2HE 1181), signed into law May 3, 2023, and add a Climate Change and Resiliency Element to Clark
County’s Comprehensive Growth Management Plan.

The intent of this Public Participation Plan is to ensure that the county facilitates a thoughtful, open, and
equitable process to provide residents, workers and other interested parties meaningful opportunities to
discuss climate change and resiliency and shape policy recommendations for the unincorporated county.

1. Project Overview

With passage of ES2HB 1181, Clark County is now required to add a Climate Change Element to its
Comprehensive Plan by June 30, 2025. This work will need to integrate into the 2025 Comprehensive
Plan Periodic Review project, which is currently underway. ES2HB 1181 crosscuts multiple topics in the
comprehensive plan, including: transportation, land use, parks, capital facilities and utilities,
environmental, economic development, housing, rural and resource lands, and adds requirements related
to health disparities and environmental justice.

New Subelements .

The new legislation requires Clark County’s Climate Element include a greenhouse gas reduction
subelement and a resilience subelement for the first time. This means greenhouse gas reduction and
resilience will need to be added into the county’s comprehensive plan, including background information,
goals, and policies for the county to implement during the 20-year planning period, 2025-2045.

Greenhouse Gas Subelement

The greenhouse gas subelement must be designed to result in reductions in overall local greenhouse gas
emissions. The term greenhouse gases includes gases such as carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and
certain synthetic chemicals that trap some of the Earth’s outgoing energy, thus retaining heat in the

For other formats, contact the Clark County ADA Office 564.397.2322 / 711 or 800.833.6388 / ADA@clark.wa.gov



atmosphere. The subeélement requires the courity to identify actions it will take during the 20-year
planning cycle to reduce greenhouse gas emission and vehicle miles traveled (VMT) related to
transportation and land use, without increasing greenhouse gas emissions elsewhere in the state, and
must prioritize reductions that benefit overburdened communities to maximize co-benefits of reduced-air
pollution and environmental justice.

Resilience Subelement

The resilience subelement is intended to avoid creating or worsening localized climate impacts to
vulnerable populations and overburdened communities. “Climate resilience is the ongoing process of
anticipating, preparing for, and adapting to changes in climate and minimizing negative impacts to.our
natural systems, infrastructure, and communities.” [RCW 70A.65. 010). Resilience can be thought of as a
community’s capacity to bounce back from hazards exacerbated by climate change, such as stronger
storms, more frequent wildfires, more frequent flooding, heat waves and drought, etc. In short, resilience
encompasses community preparedness, response, and recovery efforts, including hazard mitigation and
climate adaptation. The resiliency subelement will identify goals, policies, and programs the county will
pursue during the 20-year planning cycle to equitably improve county resiliency to theimpacts of climate
change. These actions must: 1) identify, protect; and enhance natural areas to climate impacts; 2} identify,
protect, and enhance community resiliency, including social, economic, and built environment factors,
consistent with environmental justice; and 3) address natural hazards created or aggravated by climate
change. The subelement requires prioritizing actions that benefit overburdened communities that will
disproportionately suffer from the compounding envaronmental im pacts and natural hazards due to
climate change.

A team of consultants is in the process of being hired to help Community Planning staff with this project.

Project Tasks
The project will include the followmg main tasks/phases of work for each subelement:
» Greenhouse gas reduction subelement '

o Baseline data collection, research and analysis. This task will include development of a
greenhouse gas emissions inventory and VMT study/évaluation to establish.baséline
information.

o Selection of targets for greenhouse gas reduction and VMT reduction for the 20-year
planning period {2025-2045). .

o Goal and policy list to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2045. :

o Draft greenhouse gasreduction subelement integrated into the Comprehensive Plan for
consideration by the Planning Commission and County Council.

s Resiliericy subelement

o Foundational data collection, analysis, and research. This task will include an exploratlon of
local climate impacts, an audit of éxisting plans and policies, and, if needed, a vilnerability
andrisk assessment,

o Seléction of priority climate hazards for 20-year planning period (2025-2045).

Goal and policy list to improve resiliency by 2045.
o Draftresiliency subelement integrated into the Comprehensive Plan for consideration by
the Planning Commission and County Council.

o
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Project Area
The project area is unincorporated Clark County, including both unincorporated rural and unincorporated
urban areas outside of the cities.’

2. Public Participation Plan

A Public Participation Plan (PPP) is a communication program that provides members of the public
opportunities for early and continuing participation and access to key decision making processes with the
Clark County Planning Commission and Clark County Council. [RCW 36.70A.140, WAC 365-196-600].
The PPP describes the steps that Clark County will take to provide opportunities for public engagement,
as well as Clark County contact information and web addresses. This PPP is in addition to the public
participation required by Clark County Code Sections 40.510.040 and 40.560.010.

The Clark County Council adopted a Public Participation Plan for the Comprehensive Plan 2025 periodic
update on March 21, 2023 [RES. 2023-03-05], before E2SHB 1181 was passed into law. This PPP for the
Climate Change & Resiliency Element supplements and compliments that already adopted Public
Participation Plan, as the Climate Change & Resiliency Element project is also part of the Comprehensive
Plan 2025 periodic update project and addresses a significant change to the state’s Growth Management
Act.

Before writing this PPP, Clark County hired JLA Public Involvement to conduct a climate change
stakeholder assessment. A copy of their report is available on the project webpage. Much of this PPP is
based on the recommendations in that report.

Public Participation Goals

» Communicate clearly. Provide interested parties with timely information, an understanding of the
process, and clear communications about opportunities to learn and engage in the process. See
Section 3 of this document for tools and techniques the county plans to use to accomplish this goal.

» Prioritize equity. Incorporate the environmental justice and equity components of E2SHB 1181 into
the public process. “Environmental justice” means the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of
all people regardless of race, color, and national origin, or income with respect to development,
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. Environmental
justice includes addressing disproportionate environmental and health impacts in all laws, rules, and
policies with environmental impacts by prioritizing vulnerable populations and overburdened
communities and the equitable distribution of resources and benefits.” The new legislation mandates
that the county develop policies that benefit those harmed by greenhouse gas pollution and most
vulnerable to climate change impacts.2 A goal of this PPP is to include approaches to engage with
these most vulnerable community groups. Vulnerable community groups include: communities of
color, Tribal and Indigenous populations, low-income populations, people with disabilities, chronic

' Some countywide information will be gathered to provide additional context. The county and cities may
decide to collectively create countywide planning policies for the comprehensive plan, in which case these
policies will need to be developed by all county jurisdictions and apply countywide in both unincorporated
and incorporated areas.

2 Engrossed Second Substitute House B|II 1181, Chapter 228 Laws of 2023. §(9)(a) (Enacted May 3,
2023)%: S/ /lawTiiesext.leg.wa. gl ennium/ 3-24 3ills/Session%20Laws/House/118 1

71O L
173950
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ilinesses, or existing health conditions, infants and children, pregnant people, older adults, migrant
farmworkers, outdoor workers, first responders, indoor workers without air conditioning, unhoused
or unsheltered populations, people with limited English proficiency, some immigrant and refugee
populations, populations with other social and geographical vulnerabilities (e.g., people with low
educational attainment, renters, historically “red-lined” communities, urban, rural, vulnerably housed
populations, people who are unemployed, areas with poor infrastructure). The formation of an
Environmental Justice Coalition (Section 6) to design public engagement activities and use of an
equity framework (Section 3.8) throughout the project are two key tools for accomplishing this goal.

* Inform, Consult, Involve, and Collaborate. The county will provide a process with multiple
opportunities and options for education and feedback during the project. The project team will keep
the public informed. The project team will listen and acknowledge what they hear. The project team
will explain how public feedback impacts the project. As much as possible, the project team will look to
community members for advice and innovation in formulating solutions and incorporate community
member advice and recommendations into final deliverables for County Council consideration. The
formation of a Community Advisory Group (Section 5) and Environmental Justice Coalition (Section 6)
are key tools for facilitating extensive, in-depth collaboration with community members. Additional
tools and techniques are described in Section 3.

3. Public Participation Tools and Techniques

Clark County is committed to providing multiple opportunities for public participation throughout the
project, to ensure that anyone who wants to participate can do so. Clark County will use a variety of
communication tools and techniques to inform the public and encourage their participation, which will
include the following:

3.1 Project Webpage

The county website will include a project webpage where interested parties can access status updates,
draft documents, scope of work/schedule, meeting information, contact information, information on how
to stay involved and provide comments, and contact information for requesting materials in other
languages: https://clark.wa.gov/community-planning/climate-change-plannin

3.2 Email Distribution List

The county maintains an email list of interested parties regarding Climate Change planning activities. The
list will be used to notify interested parties about project news and updates, and opportunities to engage
in the process. Interested parties will be added to the list by submitting a request to the Community
Planning Department. To join the Climate Change listserv, sign up online at

https://ww irk.wa.gov/community-planning/get-project-updates or contact the Community Planning
Department at 564-397-4968 or jenna.kay@clark.wa.gov. Additional sign-up opportunities may be
available at any in-person events through the use of sign-in sheets.

3.3 Media

The local news media will be kept up to date on the Climate Change & Resiliency Element project and
receive copies of all official notices. In addition, legal notices for public hearings will be published in the
paper of record, The Columbian. The Messenger and The Reflector newspapers and social media, such as
Nextdoor, Facebook, and X may also be used to provide notifications on upcoming meetings or events and
where to find project information.
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34  Written Comments

Interested parties will be encouraged to provide comments to Clark County by letter, email, or web- based
forms during the public process. All comments received will be forwarded to the Planning Commission
and Clark County Council for their consideration as a part of the adoption process. Comments received
during certain phases of the process may also be shared with the project.advisory groups for review and
consideration.

35 Comprehensive Growth Management Plan 2025.Periodic Update Public Engagement Activities
Public engagement activities planned for the Comprehensive Growth Management Plan 2025 periodic
update project may also include climate related information and feedback opportunities. This could
inctude, for example, an open house type event on a variety of comprehensive plan topics that includes
climate.

3.6  Climate Change and Resilience Public Engagement Activities

Specific climate change and resilience related public engagement and educational activities are still to be
determined. Examples of possible activities and techmques that may be implemented include the
following:

s Community data gathering activities and field trips.

* Online open houses and surveys (mobile phone friendly).

» In-person open houses, workshops, other activities targeted to specific interest groupssuch as

. youth.

* Informational videos translated into languages other than English.

» Tabling/and or sharing information at high-traffic locations and community gatherings spaces,
such as ethnic markets, farmer's markefs, public libraries, community centers, senior centers, and
events,

e Partnering with organizations that can help disseminate print information; such as Meals on
Wheels People:

» Sharing information through targeted media channels like The Messenger.

» Leveraging partner agency information platforms, such as distribution lists, podcasts and social
media. ‘

» Engagement through school-based activities, classroom projects, and youth-based groups.

» Offering honorariums, budget perm|tt|ng, for members of the bu blic who participate in community
meetings/workshops. ' .

« Offéring community meetings/open houses and events in different places around the county, to
increase accessibility to a range of people.

3.7  Communication Approaches

The JLA Public Involvement Climate Change Stakeholder Assessmentincluded preliminary
communication feedback from stakeholders interviewed. Community Planning will strive to address the
followmg feedback in its communication:

» The topics of comprehensive planning and climate change planning are complex and not broadly
understood. It will beimportant to explain processes and topics in a way that makes sense for non-
experts.

¢ To promote broad general awareness and understanding of this effort and to encourage
participation in engagement activities, project communications should be clear and consistent.
Messaging should use plain language.

s Materials should be translated/transcreated into languages such as Spanish, Chuukese,
Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese, Russian, and Ukrainian,
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3.8

Avoid politically charged language or describe things in factual/neutral terms when referring to
climate change. Examples of a more neutral approach to explaining climate-related impacts could
include discussion of wildfires, droughts, and extreme heat instead of discussing climate change.

Advisory Groups and Equity Framework

JLA Public Involvement, a neutral third-party consultant, conducted preliminary stakeholder interviews
to learn about key climate change and resiliency issues in the unincorporated county, to better
understand the range of perspectives in the community, and to inform public engagement for this project
and this PPP. After conducting interviews, the consultant prepared a Climate Stakeholder Assessment
Summary that details the process and a summary of the interview responses. Based on this research, the
JLA Public Involvement team provided recommendations regarding advisory group composition,
formation, charge, and group process. The project team will follow recommendations in the Climate
Stakeholder Assessment summary as much as possible. More details about each advisory group are
provided in Sections 5, 6, and 7 of this document.

The three advisory groups recommended by JLA Public Involvement are the following:

The Clark County Council will appoint a Community Advisory Group (CAG) to develop goal and
policy recommendations for the Planning Commission and County Council.

The county will contract with Environmental Justice Coalition (EJC) organizations to help the
county with community engagement with community groups who are most vulnerable to climate
pollution and the impacts from climate change such as extreme heat, flooding, and wildfire smoke,
and to guide the equity framework used throughout this project. Representatives of the EJC may
also apply to serve on the CAG.

Community Planning staff will assemble an interdepartmental and interagency coordinating team
to provide information and expertise throughout the project and attend CAG and EJC meetings as
needed.

Equity Framework

The advisory groups will develop a Diversity/Equity/Inclusion framework early in the process to serve as
a touchstone and guide group process and decision-making.

3.9

Public Comment Periods and Hearings

The Clark County Planning Commission and Clark County Council will hold televised (through CVTV)
public hearings before final adoption of the Climate Change and Resiliency Element as part of the
Comprehensive Growth Management Plan 2025-2045 periodic review and update. Interested parties are
encouraged to provide comments for review and provide testimony during hearings.

Public notice of all hearings will contain information on how to comment, and the date and time, and the
location of any public hearing. Notices will be published according to code requirements and will comply
with all other legal requirements such as the Americans with Disabilities Act. The county will also provide
emailed notices to parties on the listserv identified in Section 3.2.

4. Tribal Engagement

The county will reach out to leadership of the Cowlitz Indian Tribe and other tribes with ancestral lands
and waters and/or usual and accustomed areas in or near the project area and invite them to partner,
consult, and/or coordinate on the county’s climate change planning project, if they would like, in a manner
they prefer.
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The county will also reach out to local Native American non-governmental organizations and Indigenous
community-based organlzatlons to invite them to participate in the project.

5.° Comm_unity Advisory Group _

The Community Advisory Group (CAG} will form consensus-based recommendations on Climate Change
and Resiliency Element goals and policies. Staff will forward the group’s recommendations to the Planning
Commission and ultimately the. County Council to consider and potentially to adopt. As such, this. group
should represent a wide range of interests within the community and from across the county amongstthe
committee members.

Toensure an open, transparent, and diverse set of interests are represented on the CAG, an open
recruitment pracess (anyone can apply) will be implemented. Applications will be reviewed by a neutral
facilitator/consensus building process expert consultant, to be hired by the county. The consultant’s
advisory-group member recommendations will then be forwarded to the County Council to consider for
appointment.

An invitation to apply should be distributed tothe stakeholder list generated through the JLA Climate
Stakeholder Assessment work as well as additional county email distribution lists. The application form
canbe an-online questionnaire format available in multiple languagés and can also be available in hard-
copy format at community centers, libraries, senior centers, schools, faith-based organizations, and other
‘popular places. Hard copies can be returnable by mail, in-person, or text message. In rural areas, hard
copies are especially important where.online accessibility can be more challenging.

The Community Advisory Group positions recommended by JLA Public Involvement are listed below. The .
consultant team did not'specify total group size but did highlight emphasizing representation of
vulnerable community member representatives.

» Several environmental justice advocates to represent those most vulnerable to climate change
pollution and climate impacts
- Urban neighborhoods/residents - renters and homeowners
s Rural neighborhood/residents - renters and homeowners
- e« Homebuilding
» Landdevelopment
o Business
» Affordable housing
e Transit users
s Commuters
¢ Healthcare
e " Environment
» Education
e Youth
e Bike/Pedestrian
o Agriculture/Farming
o Forestry
s Freight
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e Industry
* Economic and workforce development
* Groups supporting community activities including hiking, fishing, hunting, and gardening

The County Council may choose to identify a council liaison for the project and the Community Advisory
Group. This liaison may attend CAG meetings but would not be a voting member of the group. Additional
guests such as county staff or utility partners may be invited to attend meetings as needed.

CAG meetings

The CAG will meet approximately 12 times throughout the course of the project. CAG responsibilities
include reviewing and commenting on work products, guiding focus/priorities, working towards
consensus on a list of climate change and resiliency goals and policies, acting as liaisons to specific
constituencies or interest groups, encouraging community members to participate in the process, and
acting as champions of the Climate Change & Resiliency Element that emerges from the process.

Community Planning and the consultant team will coordinate with the CAG to identify preferred meeting
times, locations, and formats. The county will provide translation/interpretation at group meetings based
on group member preferences. If virtual or hybrid meetings are used, the county will provide phone and
closed captioning services.

If meetings are held during mealtimes, the county will provide food for advisory group members. When
possible, the county will provide additional space at meetings for children or family members. The county
plans to hire a consultant to coordinate and facilitate CAG meetings. In-between meetings, committee
members can engage with the group facilitator and/or county staff to ask questions and prepare for
meetings. These in-between meeting conversations would serve as an opportunity to mentor committee
members and build capacity with some members who may not have participated in a group consensus
building activity or planning process previously.

6. Equity-focused Public Engagement with an Environmental Justice Coalition (EJC)
Based on the new legislation, a priority for this project includes advancing participation of vulnerable

populations and overburdened communities. County staff's focus for public engagement will be designed
and implemented with an Environmental Justice Coalition (EJC) formed and made up of members who are
a part of a vulnerable or overburdened population, work with, or are involved, with local vulnerable and
overburdened populations.

The county plans to hire members of this group to design the public engagement work within their
communities, with county staff and consultant support. Public engagement activities should occur at key
milestones so that public feedback effectively informs advisory group recommendations and other key
parts of the Comprehensive Growth Management Plan update process. Representatives from this group
may also apply to participate in the Community Advisory Group discussed in Section 5.

Contracting with Environmental Justice Coalition members will follow county purchasing and contracting
procedures and policies. Focused outreach will be conducted to community-based organizations that
were identified through the initial stakeholder assessment process. This includes but is not limited to
organizations supporting the following communities:

» Culturally specific groups such as: Chuukese, Vietnamese, Pacific Islander, and Latino

* Minority-focused business, community development, and service associations

Page 8 of 12



e Immigrants and refugees

e Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC)
e Older adults

s Youth

» Early childcare or education providers

e People who identify as LGBTQ+

e People living with disabilities

e People who are houseless

e Farmworkers

EJC meetings

The EJC will meet approximately 14 times throughout the course of the project. Community Planning and
the consultant team will coordinate with the EJC to identify preferred meeting times, locations, and
formats. The county will provide food for group members if meetings are held during mealtimes. When
possible, the county will provide additional space at meetings for children or family members. The county
will provide translation/interpretation at group meetings based on group member preferences. If virtual
or hybrid meetings are used, the county will provide phone and closed captioning services.

The county will hire a consultant to facilitate and coordinate EJC meetings. In-between meetings,
committee members can engage with the group facilitator and/or county staff to ask questions and
prepare for meetings. This will serve as an opportunity to mentor committee members and build capacity
with some members who may not have participated in this type of activity previously. Members of the
EJC will be compensated for their time in EJC meetings and community public engagement activities
through contracts with the county.

Representation in the Community Advisory Group
EJC members may also choose to apply for appointment on the CAG (see Section 5).

7. Interdepartmental and Interagency Coordination Group

County staff will build a list of county, city, and partner agency staff (such as the Southwest Regional
Transportation Council and local utilities) who are technical experts in various areas related to the
Climate Element. Members of this group will be expected to provide information and expertise, and help
draft, review, and eventually implement Climate Element policies, as needed. Email communication will
keep this group up to date on project process. Individual and small group conversations will be scheduled
as needed. Invitations to listen or present at EJC or CAG meetings will be scheduled as needed.

This group may include staff from the following organizations:
e Clark County Cities and Towns

e Clark County departments:
o Community Development (Building, Fire Marshall, Wetland/Habitat, Land Use)
Community Planning
Community Services
General Services
Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
Public Health (Healthy Communities, Emergency Preparedness & Response,
Environmental Health)
o Public Works (Transportation, Parks and Lands, Emergency Management, Clean Water)
Page 9 of 12
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o Purchasing/Green Team
¢ Cowlitz Indian Tribe
e Hospital/Medical organizations )
o PeaceHealth Southwest Medical Center
o Legacy Salmon Creek Medical Center
e Other governmentagencies
o FireDistricts
o Portof Vancouver
» Regional agencies
o Clark County Conservation District
Clark Regional Emergency Services Agency (CRESA)
Clark Regional Wastewater District
Columbia River Economic Development Council (CREDC)
C-TRAN
Southwest Clean Air Agency
Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council (RTC)
o Workforce Southwest Washington
* Schools/Educational institutions
o Clark College
o ESD112
o K-12school districts
o WSU-Vancouver
s State agencies .
o Woashington State Department of Agriculture
o Washington State Department of Ecclogy
o Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife -
(o]
O

O ¢ 0 0 0 0

Washington State Department of Health
Washington State Department of Natural Resources
o Woashington State Department of Transportation
e Utilities
o Northwest Natural
o Clark Public Utilities

8. Listof stakeholders .

Clark County will engage multiple stakeholder groups throughout the project, including:
» Clark County community members {rural and urban areas)

Clark County cities

Community-based organizations and volunteer groups

County agencies/commissions/advisory boards

Environmental organizations

Faith-based communities

* Farmers and farinworkers

» Fishers, hunters, and gardeners

» Forestry and natural resource workers

» Green jobs, economic and workforce development
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e Healthcare organizations

* Housing/building/development organizations

e Local businesses and industries

¢ Neighborhood associations

e QOlder adults

e People vulnerable to climate pollution and climate impacts
e State and regional agencies

e Transportation users

e Tribes
e Utilities
e Youth

All parties will be informed and invited to participate throughout the process. Notification will be
accomplished via the methods outlined in Section 3 of this document.

9. Public Participation Timeline

The following is a general timeline of the Climate Change & Resiliency Element project. Exact project
milestone dates are anticipated to shift as needed during the project.

Date Project Phases
Nov 2023 - | Advisory group formation
Jan 2024 e Advisory group application period (mid-November 2023 to early-January 2024)
e Advisory group appointments (January 2024)
2024 Advisory groups meet and work
o Establish vision, charter, equity framework, other foundational group
agreements and guides.
¢ Review and learn about baseline data and research; provide feedback on
priorities, targets, policy evaluation criteria.
e Byendof 2024, the CAG strives to reach consensus on a recommended list of
greenhouse gas reduction and resiliency goals and policies for inclusion in the
Climate Change & Resiliency Element.
2024 Engagement activities outside of advisory groups
e Asthe consultant team and advisory groups review key decision points in the
project, community engagement activities will be planned, scheduled, and
implemented.
e Feedback collected through 2024 engagement activities will be shared with
advisory groups to inform their work based on communitywide input.
e Most community engagement will happen in 2024. Final community engagement
leading up to adoptionis included in separate line items below.
Early 2025 Draft Climate Element
o Complete draft of the Climate Change & Resiliency Element written.
Spring 2025 | Adoption process
¢ Planning Commission work session and hearing
e County Council work session and hearing, ordinance adoption
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June 30,
2025

Project must be complete - a compliant comprehensive plan climate element must be

adopted by Council - before the Growth Management Act due date
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