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Chapter 5: TRANSPORTATION 

 

Comprehensive Plan 2015-2035 as Adopted Proposed Amendments 

Chapter 5 Transportation 

Goals and Policies  

5.0         Countywide Planning Policies  

5.0.1 Clark County, Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and the 
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO), state, bi-
state, municipalities and C-TRAN shall work together to establish 
a truly regional transportation system which: 

• reduces reliance on single occupancy vehicle transportation 
through development of a balanced transportation system which 
emphasizes transit, high capacity transit, bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements and transportation demand management; 

• encourages energy efficiency; 

• recognizes financial constraints; and, 

• minimizes environmental impacts of the transportation systems 
development, operation and maintenance. 

No change. 

5.0.2 Regional and bi-state transportation facilities shall be planned for 
within the context of countywide and bi-state air, land and water 
resources. 

No change. 

5.0.3 The state, MPO/RTPO, county and the municipalities shall 
adequately assess the impacts of regional transportation facilities 
to maximize the benefits to the region and local communities. 

No change. 

5.0.4 The state, MPO/RTPO, county and the municipalities shall strive, 
through transportation system management strategies, to 
optimize the use of and maintain existing roads to minimize the 
construction costs and impact associated with roadway facility 
expansion. 

No change. 

5.0.5 The county, local municipalities and MPO/RTPO shall, to the 
greatest extent possible, establish consistent roadway standards, 
level-of-service standards and methodologies and functional 
classification schemes to ensure consistency throughout the 
region. 

5.0.5  The county, local municipalities and MPO/RTPO shall, to the greatest extent 
possible, establish consistent roadway standards, multimodal level-of-service 
standards and methodologies, and functional classification schemes to ensure 
consistency throughout the region. 
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Rationale: RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(D) was amended to include the word 
“multimodal”, along with new requirements for performance metrics for active 
transportation facilities.  

5.0.6 The county, local municipalities, C-TRAN and MPO/RTPO shall 
work together with the business community to develop a 
transportation demand management strategy to meet the goals 
of state and federal legislation relating to transportation. 

No change. 

5.0.7 The state, MPO/RTPO, county, local municipalities and C-TRAN 
shall work cooperatively to consider the development of 
transportation corridors for high capacity transit and adjacent 
land uses that support such facilities. 

No change. 

5.0.8 The state, county, MPO/RTPO and local municipalities shall work 
together to establish a regional transportation system which is 
planned, balanced and compatible with planned land use 
densities; these agencies and local municipalities will work 
together to ensure coordinated transportation and land use 
planning to achieve adequate mobility and movement of goods 
and people. 

No change. 

5.0.9 The state, county, MPO/RTPO and local municipalities shall work 
together to establish a regional transportation system which is 
planned, balanced and compatible with planned land use 
densities; theses agencies and local municipalities will work 
together to ensure coordinated transportation and land use 
planning to achieve adequate mobility of goods and people. 

5.0.9   The state, county, MPO/RTPO and local municipalities shall work together 
to establish a regional transportation system which is planned, balanced and 
compatible with planned land use densities; theses agencies and local 
municipalities will work together to ensure coordinated transportation and land 
use planning to achieve adequate mobility of goods and people. 

 
Rationale: This policy is the same as 5.0.8 

5.0.10 State or regional facilities that generate substantial travel 
demand should be sited along or near major transportation 
and/or public transit corridors. 

5.0.109 State or regional facilities that generate substantial travel demand should 
be sited along or near major transportation and/or public transit corridors. 

County 20-Year Plan Policies 

GOAL: Develop a regionally-coordinated transportation system that 
supports and is consistent with the adopted land use plan. 

 

5.1         System Development Policies  

5.1.1 The capital facilities plans, within each UGA should be jointly 
undertaken with the city and reviewed for regional consistency 
by the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council. 

No change. 
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5.1.2    County Road Projects and transportation improvements are 
proposed through development shall be consistent with the 
current adopted Clark County Road Standards, Arterial Atlas, 
2010 Clark County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan, 
Concurrency Management System, RTC’s Regional 
Transportation Plan and the Washington Transportation Plan. 

5.1.2   County Road Projects and transportation improvements are proposed 
through development shall be consistent with the current adopted Clark 
County Road Standards, Complete Street Guidelines, Arterial Atlas, 2010 
Clark County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan, Concurrency 
Management System, RTC’s Regional Transportation Plan, and the 
Washington Transportation Plan. 

 

Rationale: The county updated the Comprehensive Plan to include complete 
street policies and adopted a Complete Streets Ordinance (Ord. 2019-11-05) in 
2019, following RCW 47.04.320. The recommended changes are also in 
response to feedback received from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee 

5.1.3    Performance standards for the regional arterial system and 
transit routes shall direct growth to urban centers.  No change. 

5.1.4    The county shall provide opportunity for full and fair 
participation by all communities in the transportation decision-
making process. 

 5.1.4    The county shall provide opportunity for full and fair participation by all 
communities in the transportation decision-making process. 

 

Rationale: Moved to 5.2.1. The existing language in this policy aligns with the 
definition of “Environmental Justice” that was added in RCW 36.70A.030 with HB 
1181. 

 

5.2.101.4 Long range land use and transportation plans shall be coordinated with 
high-capacity transit plans. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: Existing policy moved from 5.2.10. This policy would fit better under a 
goal that is focused on regional collaboration and consistency with land use 
policies. 

 

5.21.5    Regional airport planning shall include all affected jurisdictions to provide 
compatibility with surrounding land uses and to support adequate 
ground transportation to move people and goods to and from airports. 
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Rationale: Existing policy moved from 5.2.5. This policy would fit better under a 
goal that is focused on regional collaboration and consistency with land use 
policies. 

 

GOAL: Ensure that the transportation system, and its implementation, is 
inclusive and equitable to support the needs of all users and addresses 
disproportionate environmental and health impacts. * 

 

Rationale: The proposed addition of this goal is in response to amendments to 
RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(B), RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(F), and RCW 
36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(G) 

 

Amendments under HB1181 (2023) added language that directs local jurisdictions 
to “strive to equitably implemented the multimodal transportation network” in a 
way that is consistent with environmental justice. Additionally, the transportation 
element must now include an ADA Transition Plan.  

 

*Proposed language was updated on 7/10/2025 

 5.2 Transportation Equity and Environmental Justice Policies 
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5.1.42.1 The county shall provide opportunity for Promote and facilitate full 
and fair participation by all communities in the transportation decision making 
process. 

 

Rationale: Existing policies moved from 5.1.4. The existing language in this policy 
aligns with the definition of “Environmental Justice” that was added in RCW 
36.70A.030 through HB 1181. 

 

The recommended changes are consistent with the “Environmental Justice 
Framework” that was developed for Public Works by a consultant in April 2023. 
While the county currently provides public engagement opportunities for 
projects, the proposed language change would activate the county to take 
additional steps to actively engage the community and try to reach those who 
typically aren’t as involved in the decision-making process.  

 

5.2.2 Implement policies under this chapter to: prioritize benefits to 
overburdened communities and individuals experiencing barriers to 
transportation, and improve air quality, especially where it is worst in the 
unincorporated county. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P1). Policy recommendation from CAG was changed to be three separate policies. 

 

5.2.3 Proactively assess the potential impacts that transportation projects have 
on displacement and develop strategies to prevent or mitigate displacement. 
Anti-displacement strategies must be designed and implemented in 
coordination with policies under this chapter to discourage displacement of 
vulnerable population groups due to gentrification while fostering housing 
affordability and availability. (See Chapter 1 – Land Use Element for additional 
policies related to this topic.) [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P1). Policy recommendation from CAG was changed to be three separate policies. 
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5.2.4 Transportation system improvements should: improve safety and 
accessibility for people experiencing transportation barriers such as being hard 
of hearing, visually impaired, use a wheelchair, or speak a language other than 
English; and advance environmental justice through engagement with 
overburdened communities in transportation system projects. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P1). Policy recommendation from CAG was changed to be three separate policies. 

 

5.2.5 Implement the county’s transportation ADA Transition Plan 

 

Rationale: RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(G) requires a transportation ADA 
Transition Plan as part of the Transportation Element. This requirement was 
added through HB 1181 

GOAL: Develop a multi-modal transportation system.  

5.2   Multi-modal System Policies 5.23   Multi-modal System Policies 

 

5.23.12 Endorse the concept of complete streets, which promotes roadways that 
are safe and convenient accessible for all users. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: Existing policy moved from 5.2.12 

Recommended changes based on feedback from the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Advisory Committee 

 

5. 23.132 Design and construct complete streets wherever feasible and 
practicable. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: Existing policy moved from 5.2.13 

5.2.1    Roadway improvements which provide for additional capacity for 
the automobile shall also accommodate alternative travel 
modes. 

5. 23.13   Roadway improvements which provide for additional capacity for the 
automobile shall also accommodate alternative travel modes. 

 

 5.3.4  Support equitable, safe, reliable and convenient transit services throughout 
Clark County, including increasing frequency, improving reliability, and 
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expanding routes to align with key destinations and land use planning 
policies (including zoning and development) that encourage transit use. 
Facilitate expansion of community transportation options in rural Clark 
County and explore alternatives such as regional rail on new and existing 
rail lines, prioritizing electric rail when possible. Transit service 
improvements should include robust language access where information is 
accurately available in multiple languages to serve the county's 
linguistically diverse population. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P10) 

 

5.2.2    Transit related options, including high capacity transit, shall be 
encouraged in order to reduce congestion and to improve and 
maintain air quality. 

5. 23.25    Transit related options, including high-capacity transit, shall be 
encouraged prioritized in order to reduce congestion and to improve and 
maintain air quality. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: Recommended changes in response to feedback received from the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

5.2.3    The regional public transportation system shall serve the needs 
of those with transportation disadvantages in accordance with 
adopted service standards. The county, C-TRAN and local 
agencies shall maintain specialized transportation services and 
facilities to meet the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act 

5. 23.36    The regional public transportation system shall serve the needs of 
those with transportation disadvantages in accordance with adopted service 
standards. The county, C-TRAN and local agencies shall maintain specialized 
transportation services and facilities to meet the requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 

 

5.2.4    The county shall support new and improved passenger rail 
transportation services between Clark County and the Portland 
metropolitan area and along the I-5 corridor from Vancouver, BC 
to Eugene, Oregon. 

 5. 23.47    The county shall support new and improved passenger rail 
transportation services between Clark County and the Portland metropolitan area 
and along the I-5 corridor from Vancouver, BC to Eugene, Oregon. [GHG, RES] 

 

5.2.5    Regional airport planning shall include all affected jurisdictions to 
provide compatibility with surrounding land uses and to support 
adequate ground transportation to move people and goods to 
and from airports. 

5.2.5    Regional airport planning shall include all affected jurisdictions to provide 
compatibility with surrounding land uses and to support adequate ground 
transportation to move people and goods to and from airports. 

 

Rationale: Existing policy moved to 5.1.4. This policy would fit better under a goal 
that is focused on regional collaboration and consistency with land use policies. 
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5.2.6    The 2010 Clark County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan and its 
policies are included by reference in the Comprehensive Plan. 

5. 23.68    The 2010 Clark County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan and its 
policies are included by reference in the Comprehensive Plan. [GHG, RES] 

 

5.2.7    The county supports the development of its bicycle and 
pedestrian network identified in the 2010 Clark County Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Master Plan. 

5. 23.79    The county supports the development of its bicycle and pedestrian 
network identified in the 2010 Clark County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan. 
[GHG, RES] 

 

 5.3.10  Expand the interconnected network of safe, accessible pedestrian 
sidewalks, bicycle facilities, trails, and multiuse paths by integrating active 
transportation into transportation engineering and planning, 
implementing complete streets, and updating and implementing 
standards for sidewalk and bicycle facilities to align with best practices. 
 
Network expansion should be strategic and prioritize engagement with 
overburdened communities in project priorities and design; improve air 
quality and physical health in overburdened communities; connect key 
destinations to help reduce vehicle miles traveled; and create pathways so 
that active commuters and recreational users do not need to cross traffic. 
 
Improved connections can also serve as potential evacuation routes in 
emergencies. Evacuation routes should be planned in collaboration with 
Clark Regional Emergency Services Agency (CRESA) and community 
partners and prioritize where new evacuation routes are most needed. 
[GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P12) 

5.2.8 The county supports coordination among the jurisdictions and 
agencies in the development of bikeway and pedestrian facilities. 

5. 23.811   The county supports coordination among the jurisdictions and 
agencies in the identification and development of an interconnected, 
county-wide network of bikeway and pedestrian active transportation 
facilities. [GHG] 

 
Rationale: Recommended changes based on feedback from the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
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5.2.9 Supports efforts to fund construction of bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements in the Clark County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master 
Plan without the loss of streets and/or highway vehicular lane 
capacity. 

5. 23.912  Supports efforts to the funding and construction of bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements active transportation facilities identified in 
Clark County’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan without the loss of 
streets and/or highway vehicular lane capacity. [GHG, RES] 

  

Rationale: As is currently written, this policy would conflict with new multimodal 
level of service standard requirements and the amended language to RCW 
36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(E) as a result of HB1181. RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(E) now 
states that a Transportation Element should be developed in a way that 
“…balances transportation system safety and convenience to accommodate all 
users of the transportation system to safely, reliably, and efficiently provide access 
and mobility to people and goods. Priority must be given to inclusion of 
transportation facilities and services providing the greatest multimodal safety 
benefit to each category of roadway users for the context and speed of the 
facility.” The recommended changes are also based on feedback received from the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee. 

 

5.2.10  Long range land use and transportation plans shall be 
coordinated with high capacity transit plans. 

5.2.10  Long range land use and transportation plans shall be coordinated with 
high capacity transit plans. 

 

Rationale: This policy was moved to 5.1.4. This policy would fit better under a goal 
that is focused on regional collaboration and consistency with land use policies. 

5.2.11  Promote bicycle and pedestrian safety and increased bicycling 
and walking through safety and encouragement activities. 

5. 23.1113 Promote bicycle and pedestrian safety and increased bicycling and 
walking through safety and encouragement activities. [GHG, RES] 

 

5.2.12 Endorse the concept of complete streets, which promotes 
roadways that are safe and convenient for all users. 

5.2.12 Endorse the concept of complete streets, which promotes roadways that 
are safe and convenient for all users. 

 
Rationale: Existing policy moved to 5.3.1 

5.2.13 Design and construct complete streets wherever feasible and 
practicable. 

5.2.13 Design and construct complete streets wherever feasible and practicable. 

 

Rationale: Existing policy moved to 5.3.2 

 
5.2.14   Priority must be given to the inclusion of transportation facilities and 

services that provide the greatest multimodal safety benefit to each 
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category of roadway user when it is unattainable to meet all 

established multimodal level of service standards on a roadway.  

Rationale: New policy recommendation to provide direction with implementing 
new multimodal level of service requirements in RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(B), 
which was amended as a result of HB1181 . Most of the language from this new 
policy is taken from RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(E). This new policy would also help 
meet requirements in RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(D). 

 

5.2.15  Consider low stress active transportation facilities on parallel routes 
where it is infeasible to achieve the desired level of service standard on 
a roadway.  

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation to provide direction with implementing 
new multimodal level of service requirements in RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(B), 
which was amended as a result of HB1181 . This new policy would also help meet 
requirements in RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(D). 

 

5.2.16  Develop performance metrics and annual reporting procedures to 
measure active transportation implementation and system performance.  

 

Rationale: Recommended new policy in response to feedback from the Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Advisory Committee. 

GOAL: Optimize and preserve the investment in the transportation 
system.   

5.3  System Preservation Policies 5.34  System Optimization and Preservation Policies 

5.3.1   Development projects shall adhere to minimum driveway access 
spacing standards along arterial and collector streets to preserve 
the capacity of the transportation system. The county shall also 
work with Washington State Department of Transportation to 
ensure that minimum access spacing standards for state 
highways are maintained. 

5.34.1   Development projects shall adhere to minimum driveway access spacing 
standards along arterial and collector streets to preserve the capacity of 
the transportation system. The county shall also work with Washington 
State Department of Transportation to ensure that minimum access 
spacing standards for state highways are maintained. 

 

 

5.4.2      Improve existing county roads to reduce miles traveled by vehicles 
(vehicle miles traveled, or VMT) and emissions per mile traveled, 
including maintenance and repair, and incorporating advanced 
technologies that improve efficiency and safety, etc. Road improvement 
projects should prioritize reducing emissions in areas of the county with 
the worst air quality. [GHG] 
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Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P8) 

5.3.2   The efficiency of the county's transportation system shall be 
optimized through the use of Transportation System 
Management & Operations (TSMO) strategies such as signal 
interconnection coordination and synchronization. 

5. 34.23  The efficiency of the county's transportation system shall be optimized 
through the use of Transportation System Management & Operations 
(TSMO) strategies such as signal interconnection coordination and 
synchronization. 

 

5.3.3   The county shall extend the life of existing roadways through a 
timely maintenance and preservation program. 

5. 34.34   The county shall extend the life of existing roadways through a timely 
maintenance and preservation program. 

 

 

5.4.5       Road maintenance and preservation projects shall consider 
improvements to reduce the level of traffic stress, enhance safety, 
and improve access for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and 
persons of all abilities. 

Rationale: New policy recommendation to provide direction on implementing new 
multimodal level of service requirements in RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(B), which 
was amended as a result of HB1181. This new policy would also help meet 
requirements in RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iii)(D). 

5.3.4   The county shall support and promote a Transportation Demand 
Management program to reduce the peak hour travel demand 
from single occupant motor vehicles. 

5. 4.46      The county shall support and promote a Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM) programs and strategies to reduce the peak hour 
travel demand from single occupant motor vehicles. 

 

Rationale: The county has an inter-local agreement with the city of Vancouver to 
implement the Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) program, which is a form of TDM.  
CTR affected employers are required to participate, other TDM programs could be 
developed by others.  

5.3.5   The local street system shall be interconnected to eliminate the 
need to use collector or arterial streets for internal local traffic. 

5. 34.57  The local street system shall be interconnected to eliminate the need to 
use collector or arterial streets for internal local traffic. 

 

5.3.6   The county shall protect the public’s investments in existing and 
planned freeway and separated grade interchanges. 

5. 34.68  The county shall protect the public’s investments in existing and planned 
freeway and separated grade interchanges. 
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5.3.7 The county shall provide seamless arterial corridor operations 
between agencies and use common TSMO technology for signal 
coordination along multi-agency arterial corridors. 

5. 34.79 The county shall provide seamless arterial corridor operations between 
agencies and use common TSMO technology for signal coordination 
along multi-agency arterial corridors. 

 

GOAL: Ensure mobility throughout the transportation system.  

5.4  System Mobility Policies 5.45  System Mobility Policies 

5.4.1   The county arterial system shall be planned in general 
conformance with nationally-accepted arterial spacing 
standards. 

5.45.1   The county arterial system shall be planned in general conformance with 
nationally-accepted arterial spacing standards. 

 

5.4.2   Congestion performance standards shall be maintained by the 
appropriate jurisdictions on major freight mobility corridors and 
in the vicinity of major intermodal facilities to ensure the 
economic vitality of the region. 

 5. 45.2  Congestion performance standards shall be maintained by the 
appropriate jurisdictions on major freight mobility corridors and in the 
vicinity of major intermodal facilities to ensure the economic vitality of 
the region. 

 

5.4.3    Transportation System Management strategies should be 
analyzed and employed before adding a general purpose lane to 
any regional roadway. 

5. 45.3   Transportation System Management strategies should be analyzed and 
employed before adding a general-purpose lane to any regional roadway. 

 

5.4.4   County roadways and intersections shall be designed when 
practical to achieve safety and accessibility for all modes. Arterial 
streets shall provide facilities for automobile, bike and pedestrian 
mobility as defined in the Arterial Atlas and shall include 
landscaping. 

5. 45.4   County roadways and intersections shall be designed when practical to 
achieve the lowest possible level of traffic stress to ensure the highest 
level of safety and accessibility for all modes roadway users.  

 

5.5.5      Arterial streets shall provide facilities for automobiles, transit, bicycles, 
and pedestrians mobility as defined in the Arterial Atlas and county’s 
adopted multimodal level of service standards and shall include 
landscaping. 

 

Rationale: Proposed changes to align with amendments to RCW 36.70A.070(6) 
that now require multimodal level of service standards, as well as the 
recommended performance metric (level of traffic stress) to judge the 
performance of active transportation facilities.  

5.4.5 Improve mobility and access for the movement of goods and 
services on the short line railroad to enhance and promote 
economic opportunity throughout the county. 

5. 45.56 Improve mobility and access for the movement of goods and services on 
the short line railroad to enhance and promote economic opportunity 
throughout the county. [GHG] 
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GOAL: Provide a safe transportation system  

5.5  System Safety Policies 5.56  System Safety Policies 

5.5.1    Clark County supports the development and design of capital 
improvements that achieve the vision of the Washington State’s 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan, Target Zero, which establishes a 
statewide policy of zero fatalities and zero disabling injury 
collisions by 2030. 

 5.56.1    Clark County supports the development and design of capital 
improvements that achieve the vision of the Washington State’s 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan, Target Zero, which establishes a 
statewide policy of zero fatalities and zero disabling injury collisions by 
2030. 

5.5.2    Pedestrian and bicycle safety shall be given consideration in the 
design and capital facilities planning process. 

5. 56.2     Pedestrian and bicycle safety shall be given consideration in the design 
and capital facilities planning process. [GHG, RES] 

 

 

5.6.3        Improve the safety, accessibility, and maintenance of the existing 
network of pedestrian sidewalks, bicycle facilities, and multiuse paths by 
funding improvements using safety and accessibility recommendations 
from adopted countywide transportation safety and accessibility plans. 
[GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P10) 

5.5.3    Interim safety improvements shall be implemented where a 
significant safety problem has been identified and the funding is 
not yet available for full improvements in conformance with 
adopted design standards. 

5. 56.34  Interim safety improvements shall be implemented where a significant 
safety problem has been identified and the funding is not yet available 
for full improvements in conformance with adopted design standards. 

5.5.4    Intersections between rail and other transportation modes shall 
be grade separated where possible, except at intermodal 
transfer points. 

5. 56.45  Intersections between rail and other transportation modes shall be 
grade separated where possible, except at intermodal transfer points. 

5.5.5    Clark County supports strong education and enforcement that 
helps reduce the number of fatalities and serious injuries due to 
distracted drivers. 

5. 56.56  Clark County supports strong education and enforcement that helps 
reduce the number of fatalities and serious injuries due to distracted 
drivers. 

 

 

GOAL: Reduce vehicle trips and miles viewed through an equity lens within the 
county through changes to land use, transportation infrastructure (transit, 
walking, bicycling, rolling), and commuting options/modes. (See additional 
policies related to this goal in Chapter 1 – Land Use and Chapter 2 – Housing.) 
[GHG] 
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Rationale: New goal recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19) 

 5.7 VMT Reduction Policies 

 

5.7.1  Reduce or remove parking requirements where appropriate to support 
more dense, mixed land use. 

  

  To implement this policy, the county must: 

·  Conduct a parking and/or parking requirement analysis to inform next 
steps; 

·  Consider the positive and negative impacts of possible options 
through an environmental justice and climate lens; and 

·  Develop an approach in collaboration with the community and 
consistent with all applicable laws. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P5) 

 

5.7.2  Encourage remote work through collaboration on incentives with local 
employers and improving broadband infrastructure where needed. 
Remote work incentives should be paired with commute trip reduction 
strategies like carpooling, transit passes, and walking/biking to work for 
those who do not have the option to work from home. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P6) 

 

5.7.3 Collaborate with transportation planning partner agencies and service 
providers to expand and improve carpooling/rideshare networks. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P7) 

 

5.7.4 Collaborate with C-Tran, Tri-Met, Community in Motion, city and regional 
partners, local employers, and community based organizations to provide 
education, marketing, incentives, and/or vouchers for existing public 
transit services, prioritizing overburdened communities and removing 
barriers to access these offerings. [GHG] 
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Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P9) 

 

5.7.5 Provide subsidies to purchase, and/or programs to share, micromobility and 
active transportation devices and safety equipment. Micromobility devices 
include but are not limited to: e-bikes, scooters, and wheelchairs. Prioritize 
benefits for overburdened communities and households experiencing 
transportation barriers. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P14) 

 

5.7.6 Collaborate with school districts to improve transportation options for 
school children and reduce vehicle traffic and idling. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P15) 

 

5.7.7 Collaborate with agency and community partners to improve accessible and 
coordinated comprehensive transportation services throughout the county 
based on "Universal Mobility-as-a-Service" principles. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G19-
P16) 

 

GOAL. Promote equitable adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) to achieve 
greenhouse gas reduction target and improve air quality where it is worst. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New Goal recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G21) 

 5.8 Electric Vehicle Policies 

 

5.8.1 The county's approach to planning for electric vehicles (EVs) and EV 
infrastructure shall prioritize reducing vehicle emissions and improving air 
quality in overburdened communities and equitable charging solutions for 
multifamily housing and households with lower incomes. Planning must 
involve inclusion of overburdened communities. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G21-
P1) 

 5.8.2 Offer incentives for, and education on, electric vehicle (EV) purchases. 
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Education should include, but is not limited to the range of electric 
transportation options and household and commercial ownership 
experiences. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G21-
P2) 

 

5.8.3 Enhance availability and accessibility of electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure 
(charging stations). The county's approach shall address: infrastructure in 
both urban and rural areas of the unincorporated county, multi-family 
housing charging solutions, availability of fast chargers, and access to 
charging options for a wide range of electric vehicles and electric 
micromobility options, such as electric bicycles. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G21-
P3) 

 

5.8.4 Collaborate with state, regional, and local agency partners on equitable 
development and implementation of an electric vehicle charging network 
and the electrification of non-personal vehicles such as transit (bus, train, 
ferry) and freight (truck and rail). [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G21-
P4) 

 

5.8.5 As an interim strategy while electric vehicle technology and other carbon-
free vehicle fuel sources become more widely available and accessible, 
encourage availability of renewable diesel at existing fuel stations in the 
unincorporated county. [GHG] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G21-
P5) 

 

Goal. Ensure resilience throughout the transportation system. [RES] 

 

Rationale: New goal recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G22) 

 5.9 Climate Resilience Policies 

 
5.9.1 Plan for enhanced resilience throughout the local transportation system — 

including infrastructure, routes, and travel modes — that can withstand 
and recover quickly from the impacts of extreme weather events and other 
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hazards exacerbated by climate change and equitably address 
transportation system disruptions. [RES] 

 

Rationale: New policy recommendation from the Climate Planning Project (G22-
P1) 

GOAL: Develop a balanced finance program, which ensures that 
new development pays the costs of its impacts and that adequate 
public financing is pursued and available. 

GOAL: Develop a balanced finance program, which ensures that new 
development pays the costs of its impacts and that adequate public financing 
is pursued and available. 

5.6  System Funding Policies 5.610  System Funding Policies 

5.6.1    Priorities for programming and financing transportation 
improvements that reflect adopted transportation policies shall 
be adopted in coordination with other jurisdictions and agencies. 

5.610.1   Priorities for programming and financing transportation improvements 
that reflect adopted transportation policies shall be adopted in 
coordination with other jurisdictions and agencies. 

 

5.6.2    The prioritization process shall be flexible to allow staff to 
maximize use of outside funding sources. 

5. 610.2   The prioritization process shall be flexible to allow staff to maximize use 
of outside funding sources. 

5.6.3    A high priority shall be given to transportation improvements 
supporting economic development, particularly in high-ranking 
Focused Public Investment Areas. 

5. 610.3    A high priority shall be given to transportation improvements 
supporting economic development, particularly in high-ranking 
Focused Public Investment Areas. 

5.6.4    A portion of available transportation funds shall be dedicated to 
sidewalk and bicycle facilities consistent with state law. 

5. 610.4   A portion of available transportation funds shall be dedicated to 
sidewalk and bicycle active transportation facilities consistent with state 
law. [GHG, RES] 

 

Rationale: Recommended changes based on feedback from the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

5.6.5 A proportionate share of funding for growth related roadway 
projects shall be obtained from Traffic Impact Fees. 

5. 610.5 A proportionate share of funding for growth related roadway projects 
shall be obtained from Traffic Impact Fees. 

 

 

 


