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Superior Court Clerk--appointed vs. elected

--Public Benefit
--Efficiencies
--Cost Savings



+ =



• Criminal
oMental Health/Competency

• Family
oMinor Guardianships
oDissolutions

• Civil
oUnlawful Detainer
oCivil Protection Orders
oGuardianship

• Juvenile
• Dependency
• Involuntary Treatment/Civil Commitment (ITA)

Superior Court Services

Year Civil Family Criminal
Active 
Cases

2020 2,484 2,125 2,768 15,828
2021 2,469 2,126 2,329 15,922
2022 3,314 2,001 2,964 15,106
2023 3,230 2,081 3,055 15,577
2024 3,871 1,969 3,393 16,310



Superior Court Clerk’s Office: Duties

--The Washington Constitution does not define 
the duties of the county clerk or the clerk of the 
superior court. (Washington Constitution, article XI, § 5 and article IV, § 26) 

--The duties of the superior court clerk are 
defined both by statute and court rules. (Riddle I, 189 
Wash.2d at 583, 403 P.3d 849 (2017))



Superior Court Clerk’s Office: Duties

With respect to the function of the court clerk,  generally 
the courts of limited jurisdiction have direct responsibility 
for the administration of their clerk’s office as well as the 
supervision of the court clerks who work in the courtroom. 
In the superior courts, the clerk’s office may be under the 
direction of a separate elected official or someone 
appointed by the local judges or local legislative or 
executive authority… (General Rule 29(f)(5), commentary)



Superior Court Clerk’s Office: Statute



Superior Court Clerk’s Office: Website



Superior Court Clerk’s Office: DMS

Odyssey v. OnBase

--Case Study
--Cost
--Functionality







Superior Court Clerk’s Office: Operation



Superior Court Request
Clark County Charter Amendment on the November 
2025 Ballot

Public Benefit/Efficiencies/Cost Savings
--Clark County District Court
--Washington Appellate Courts
--Federal Courts
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