
Agenda: ECHO Law Enforcement Panel Discussion 

9:30-9:35: Welcome  

9:35-9:55: Introductions & opening thoughts from each panelist 

o What is your jurisdiction’s camping policy, most common types of calls 
related to those who are homeless, and high-level thoughts on LE 
interactions with those who are homeless  

• Urban (Vancouver/County) 
• Rural county/ North County/Cowlitz Tribal Police 
• Camas/Washougal 
• Ridgefield/Battle Ground 
• Fire perspective  
• Jail perspective  

9:55-10:50: Panel discussion 

1. What is your typical response to a call involving those who are 
unsheltered/homeless? Examples: someone camping on public property; person 
going through a mental health crisis.  

2. How easily is it for LE to connect people to services or utilize options such as citing 
into Community Court programs?  

3. What misconceptions do the public have about what LE can do related to 
homelessness? What are your biggest challenges related to calls involving those 
who are unhoused?  

4. What parts of the current system unintentionally push law enforcement into roles 
better suited for health or housing providers? 

5. Where do panelists see the strongest opportunity for collaboration between LE and 
policymakers to make a positive change? 

6. How are depts approaching jurisdictional lines/how are LE agencies working 
together to address these challenges? Are there changes needed that would better 
support regional collaboration?  

7. What changes in policy, funding, or coordination would most reduce repeat crisis 
calls or encampment-related contacts? 

8. Is there anything else you would want policymakers to understand from your 
perspective as they work to end homelessness in Clark County?  

10:50-11:20: Audience Q/A  

11:20-11:30: Final thoughts/Wrap Up  



Date: April 14th , 9:30am-11:30am 

Location: Council Hearing Room, 6th Floor of the Public Services Center / Webex 

Purpose: The purpose of this law enforcement panel is to help local elected officials better 
understand law enforcement’s perspective on local and regional approaches to engaging 
with those who are homeless in Clark County.  

ECHO’s goal is to better understand the overall landscape of how local law enforcement 
agencies are navigating camping ordinances, community court programs, and other 
policies and programs related to homelessness to help identify the impacts of policy 
differences across the county, what is working well, and where improvements can be 
made. 

Format: Moderated panel discussion with the Clark County Sheriff’s Office, Police 
Departments of Battle Ground, Camas, Ridgefield, Vancouver, Washougal,  the Cowlitz 
Tribal Police, Jail, and Fire Department representatives.  

Invitees: ECHO, city and county administration, state legislators, other local legislators, 
service providers 

 

 

 


