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POLITICAL CAMPAIGN SIGNS NOTICE 
Updated March 25, 2026 

The City of La Center regulates the placement of all temporary signs through LCMC 8.60.040. Political 
signs are regulated as temporary signs. 

Temporary signs are allowed in all zones, on private property and in the public right-of-way, subject to 
the additional requirements of this section.  

Parties placing signs within the public right-of-way shall contact the Public Works Department at 360- 
263-3450 prior to placement of signs to obtain location approval. 

Temporary signs shall not: 
 

 The sign shall not be internally or externally lit 

 Contain a sign face larger than four square feet or have any part of the sign higher than three 
feet above ground level 

 Be located on a sidewalk, in the vehicle travel portion of the right-of-way, or traffic round 
abouts 

 Have more than two readable faces 

 It cannot obstruct or interfere in any way with the public's ability to clearly view governmental 
signs, traffic, visibility or passage within the public right-of-way, including vehicle travel lanes, 
sidewalks and bike lanes. 

 Signs are not allowed to be attached to a utility or governmental pole/post. 

 Temporary signs can only be made of non-durable materials. 

Temporary signs within the right of way do not require a permit but do require permission from the 
City. There is no fee, but you must apply for and pick up a permission label at City Hall located at 210 E 
4th St, La Center, WA 98629. Office hours are Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

The city approved marking shall be valid for 90 calendar days from the date of the initial display. 

Temporary signs located on private property must receive the permission of the property owner and 
must comply with the zoning regulations for that property. 

Please be responsible and respectful when placing and removing signs. If sign placement requires a 
locate request (call before you dig) the individual installing the sign assumes all responsibilities under 
RCW 19.122. 

Contact information: La Center City Hall, 210 E 4th St., La Center, Washington 98629. (360) 263-2782. To 
view the municipal code in its entirety, visit Chapter 8.60 SIGN REGULATIONS (codepublishing.com) 
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CITY OF RIDGEFIELD 

Signs for the purpose of endorsing political candidates or ballot propositions fall under the Ridgefield Municipal 
Code “Temporary Signs” requirements (RMC 18.710.270): 

Temporary Sign Definition. Any sign, which is not permanently installed or affixed to any sign structure or building, 
and not displayed for longer than thirty to sixty days. In cases of construction project signs, they may be 
maintained for the duration of the construction. Temporary signs shall also include balloons attached to buildings 
or property. 

Permit Required. A permit is required for temporary signs in the city right-of-way and shall be displayed on the 
sign. No permit is required for other temporary signs. See: https://ridgefieldwa.us/415/Temporary-Right-of-Way-
ROW-Signs 

Removal of Signs. Temporary signs must be removed if the sign is in need of repair, is worn, dilapidated or creates 
a public nuisance, or within sixty days, whichever occurs first. 

Signs on City Property (excluding city right-of-way). Temporary signs on city-owned property (excluding city right-
of-way) are allowed only in conjunction with an approved special event permit. 

Signs on City Right-of-Way Outside of the Roadway. Temporary signs are prohibited in the roadway, defined as 
the curb-to-curb width of the street. Temporary signs on city right-of-way placed outside of the roadway must 
comply with the following requirements: 

Location. Signs are allowed only between the property line and the back of the nearest curb, or where no
curb exists, between the property line and the nearest edge of the roadway pavement. Signs may not be
placed on sidewalks, driveways or other paved areas designed for pedestrian or vehicular use.

Permission. The person, organization, or business placing the sign shall provide proof of the abutting
landowner's permission. If the person, organization, or business does not provide such proof in a form
acceptable to the city, the sign may be removed from the right of way by the adjacent property owner or
by the city.

Type. Signs on stakes that can be manually pushed or hammered into the ground are allowed. All other
signs are prohibited, unless specifically allowed by an encroachment permit.

Size and height. Signs are limited to four square feet in area and three feet in height.

Dilapidated or nuisance signs. Any temporary sign in the right-of-way that is dilapidated or a nuisance,
shall be removed by the person responsible for placement of the sign.

Signs in Residential Zones. Temporary signs may be placed on residential property as follows: 

No more than one temporary window sign is allowed per residential unit, not to exceed four square feet.

In single-family zones temporary free-standing signs shall not exceed five square feet in size and six feet in
height, if the sign is mounted on the ground, and not to exceed three feet in height if the sign is stake-
mounted or portable.

In multi-family zones temporary free-standing signs shall not exceed six square feet in size and six feet in
height if the sign is post mounted on the ground, and not to exceed three feet in height if the sign is
stake-mounted or portable.

Surface-mounted signs are limited to sites two acres or larger and must not exceed thirty-two square feet.
The signs must be flatly affixed to walls below the fascia or parapet line, or flatly affixed to on-site fences
either facing or abutting the street, or facing inward to the subject site. Signs shall not be attached or
tethered to other site improvements.

Signs in Non-Residential Zones. Temporary signs are allowed on non-residentially zoned property as follows: 
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Window signs are limited to twenty-five percent of the window area.

Freestanding signs are limited to four square feet and five feet in height if the sign is mounted in the
ground, and not to exceed three feet in height if the temporary sign is portable.

Surface-mounted signs are limited to thirty-two square feet and must be flatly affixed to walls below the
fascia or parapet line, or flatly affixed to on-site fences either facing the abutting street, or facing inward
to the subject site. Signs shall not be attached or tethered to other site improvements.

Signs on large properties. Any type of temporary sign may be placed on a site that is at least two acres in size if it 
does not exceed sixty-four square feet and eight feet above ground level. This type of sign shall not be displayed 
with or be in addition to other temporary sign. 

Code Enforcement. Temporary signs in violation of these standards are subject to code enforcement under Title 20 
of the Ridgefield Municipal Code regardless of whether a permit was required. 
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City of Washougal
Community Development Department

211 39th Street
Washougal, WA 98671

Noncommercial Sign Regulations

“Noncommercial sign” is a sign that is intended to display a message, that is not primarily 
associated with a good, product, or service offered for sale or trade. 

Signs Exempted from Regulation

Right-Of-Way, Noncommercial temporary signs
Noncommercial temporary signs within the public right-of-way (not including center 
medians or roundabouts) with the permission of the adjacent property owner, which do not 
exceed six square feet in area per face, nor five feet in height, are not illuminated and are 
not posted for longer than 180 days.  Noncommercial temporary signs related to a specific 
event shall be removed within 10 days following the event.  Applicants are asked to submit 
a “Noncommercial Temporary Sign Voluntary Agreement Form” which notes these 
standards and provides the city with contact information for the signs.  

Private Property, Noncommercial temporary signs
Noncommercial temporary signs on private property, which do not exceed six square feet in 
area per face, nor five feet in height, and are not illuminated.  In addition to these, one 
larger noncommercial temporary sign per lot frontage is allowed which does not exceed 
thirty-two square feet in area per face, six feet in height, and is not illuminated.  All 
noncommercial temporary signs cannot be posted longer than 180 days.  Noncommercial 
temporary signs related to a specific event shall be removed within 10 days following the 
event.  Applicants are asked to submit a “Noncommercial Temporary Sign Voluntary 
Agreement Form” which notes these standards and provides the city with contact 
information for the signs.  

The location and structural design of signs shall be such as to not interfere with the safe 
and efficient use of off-street parking and loading areas, including aisle ways and access 
driveways, and sight distances on public streets or private streets.

CITY OF WASHOUGAL
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
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City of Washougal
Community Development Department

211 39th Street
Washougal, WA 98671

CITY OF WASHOUGAL

Noncommercial Temporary Sign Voluntary Agreement Form

APPLICANT:

______________________________________________________________________________
Name Phone
______________________________________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip
______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address

Approximate number of signs to be placed within the city?

CONTACT PERSON FOR SIGNS (If not the same as APPLICANT):
(Signs shall be removed within 10 days following the event to which such sign is directed)

______________________________________________________________________________
Name Phone
______________________________________________________________________________
Address
______________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip
______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address

Signature of Applicant Date

Approval by the Community Development Director:

Signature Date
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City of Washougal
Community Development Department

211 39th Street
Washougal, WA 98671

NONCOMMERCIAL TEMPORARY SIGN CRITERIA

“Noncommercial sign” is a sign that is intended to display a message, that is not 
primarily associated with a good, product, or service offered for sale or trade. 

Signs Exempted from Regulation

Right-Of-Way, Noncommercial temporary signs
Noncommercial temporary signs within the public right-of-way (not including 
center medians or roundabouts) with the permission of the adjacent property 
owner, which do not exceed six square feet in area per face, nor five feet in height, 
are not illuminated and are not posted for longer than 180 days are exempt.  
Noncommercial temporary signs related to a specific event shall be removed 
within 10 days following the event.  

Private Property, Noncommercial temporary signs
Noncommercial temporary signs on private property, which do not exceed six 
square feet in area per face, nor five feet in height, and are not illuminated are 
exempt.  In addition to these, one larger noncommercial temporary sign per lot 
frontage is allowed which does not exceed thirty-two square feet in area per face, 
six feet in height, and is not illuminated.  All noncommercial temporary signs 
cannot be posted longer than 180 days.  Noncommercial temporary signs related to 
a specific event shall be removed within 10 days following the event.  

Other Provisions Related to Safety

WMC 18.60.110 On-Site Interference
The location and structural design of signs shall be such as to not interfere with the 
safe and efficient use of off-street parking and loading areas, including aisle ways 
and access driveways, and sight distances on public streets or private streets.
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P.O. Box 9 Woodland, WA 98674
www.ci.woodland.wa.us

Clerk-Treasurer
Mayor’s Office

230 Davidson Ave
Office: (360) 225-8281
Fax: (360) 225-7336

Community Development
230 Davidson Ave

Office: (360) 225-7299
Fax: (360) 225-7336

Police Department
200 East Scott Ave

Office: (360) 225-6965
Fax: (360) 225-1201

Public Works
230 Davidson Ave

Office: (360) 225-7999

March 12, 2026

Greetings,

The City of Woodland’s requirements for political signs are:

Political signs should be placed on private property, not in the right-of-way. The property owner’s
permission is required.
Political signs should be removed within 10 days after the election.
Signs may not be placed within Department of Transportation right-of-way for I-5 or SR-503.

If you have any questions, please call our office or email me at the address below.

Respectfully,

Travis Goddard
Travis Goddard
Community Development Director
goddardt@ci.woodland.wa.us
360-225-7299
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202 W. Cushman / P.O. Box 160 
 Yacolt, WA 98675 

(360) 686-3922
 townofyacolt@townofyacolt.com 

Notification regarding Campaign signs within the Town of Yacolt: 

Pursuant to Yacolt Municipal Code, Chapter 18 Sec. 18.85.030 § H: 

“18.85.030 Signs prohibited.

Erection or maintenance of signs having any of the following characteristics is

prohibited in the town:

H. Signs located or projecting within the town right-of-way unless a written

street use permit has been obtained;”

Pursuant to Yacolt Municipal Code, Ch. 18 Sec. 18.85.050 § F: 

“For the purpose of endorsing political candidates or ballot propositions, or
advertising fairs, rodeos, or similar temporary activities, the planning director
shall issue a special permit for a temporary sign or group of signs. Such signs
shall be removed by the permittee within 15 days following cessation of the
activities for which the sign application was made. The maximum area of these
signs shall be 32 square feet.”

Signs may also be posted on private property, but only with permission of the property
owner.

For more information, or to obtain a temporary sign permit, please contact Town Hall at
(360) 686-3922 or via email at clerk@townofyacolt.com.  Or you are always welcome to
come into Town Hall at 202 W. Cushman Street.
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Dear Candidate:

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) wishes to take this opportunity to
advise political candidates about the placement of campaign signs and placards along state highways.

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 47.42, the Highway Advertising Control Act, regulates signing on
Interstate Highways, primary highways, and highways that are part of the Scenic and Recreational
System. Signs erected on private property that are adjacent to these highways must comply with the
Highway Advertising Control Act, rules contained in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 468-66,
and applicable local agency sign codes.

In accordance with WAC 468-66-050, Sign Classification and Specific Provisions, temporary political
campaign signs are identified and regulated as a type of on-premise sign intended to express a property
owner’s endorsement of a political candidate or initiative. Prior to placing signs, WSDOT recommends
checking with the property owner for approval and to determine property line locations. Campaign
signs are allowed under the following regulations:

1) Temporary political campaign signs are limited to a maximum size of thirty-two square feet.

2) Temporary political campaign signs must be removed within ten days following the election.

3) Sign installers must have permission of the underlying property owner prior to placing signs.

4) Temporary political campaign signs are subject to all other applicable provisions of RCW 47.42 and
WAC 468.66 that pertain to Type 3 on-premise signs.

In addition to the above restrictions, the erection of temporary political campaign signs within the
right-of-way of all state highways is prohibited. Accordingly, signs placedwithin the right-of-way of
any state highway are subject to removal by the Washington State Department of Transportation.

Also, RCW 47.36.180(1) states in part that it is unlawful to erect any structure, sign, or device visible
from a city street, county road, or state highway that simulates any directional, warning, or danger sign
likely to be mistaken for such a sign. Therefore, a campaign sign cannot be designated in a manner that
resembles an official traffic control sign.

If you should have any questions about placement of campaign signs along state highways, please
contact Tanya Joblonski at 360-705-7294 or email at outdooradvertisingcontrol@wsdot.wa.gov.

We sincerely hope that candidates for public office will observe the laws and regulations enacted to
limit driver distraction, and protect and preserve the roadside beauty of our state. Thank you in
advance for your courtesy in this matter.

Washington State Department of Transportation
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