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Paws on Patrol is a volunteer program to encourage pet walkers to be more aware of their
surroundings, enhancing their personal safety while also contributing to a safer community.
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K-9 CORNER
Introducing K9 Cassius!
When it comes to “Paws on Patrol,” K9 Cassius represents the title well! 
Cassius is a Belgian Malinois/German Shepherd mix who will celebrate his
6th birthday on July 15, 2026. Originally from Slovakia, Cassius traveled quite
a distance before joining the team, but he quickly proved he was ready to
work. 
Cassius is partnered with Washougal Police Department Sgt. Day and serves
as a dual-purpose canine, assisting with both patrol duties and narcotic 

On April 2, the Special Investigations Unit, with assistance from the Vancouver
FBI, Tactical Detective Unit, and CCSO patrol, served a search warrant at a
Vancouver apartment. The investigation began after receiving information
from a confidential and reliable informant. Using that information, SIU
conducted physical and electronic surveillance and completed multiple
controlled purchases of fentanyl powder from the suspect.

During the search, investigators and K9 Cassius located more than 2 kilograms
of fentanyl powder. At one‑ounce quantities, the estimated street value is
nearly $100,000 (photo left).

Shortly after K9 Cassius completed his interior search, he exhibited a sudden
behavior change consistent with a suspected fentanyl exposure. He was
immediately transported Code 3 to NW Pet ER, where staff were prepared for
his arrival. Cassius was treated with Narcan and IV medications/fluids,
remained under observation for several hours, and ultimately made a full
recovery. Great work, Cassius!
And here’s a fun fact — Cassius speaks German! His commands and training
are given in German, which adds to his impressive skill set. 

K9 Cassius

 Sheriff’s Office Special Investigations Unit. 
detection for the Clark County

https://clark.wa.gov/sheriff/paws-on-patrol


If you’re planning to celebrate Memorial Day and/or the 4th
of July with your pets, we’d love to see your festive photos!
Whether your pet is dressed in red, white, and blue, out on
“patrol”  or just enjoying the holiday fun, feel free to share
your pictures with us for a chance to be featured in an
upcoming newsletter or social post featuring Patriotic Pets!

As you celebrate, here are a few important pet safety
reminders:

• Fireworks can be very stressful for pets. Keep dogs and cats
safely indoors before celebrations begin.
• Make sure collars, ID tags, and microchip information are
current in case a pet gets loose.
• Create a quiet, secure space inside the home to help reduce
anxiety from loud noises.
• Never bring pets to fireworks displays or leave them
unattended outside during the evening.
• Please be considerate of neighbors, veterans, wildlife, and
pets when using fireworks.

Wishing everyone a fun, safe, and pet-friendly summer!

SEND US YOUR PATRIOTIC
PET PHOTOS

Lost or Broken Paws
on Patrol Pet Tag?

No worries—we’ve got
extras! Just send us an

email with your mailing
address, and we’ll be
happy to send you a

replacement.

CntySheriff.Community
Outreach@clark.wa.gov

HAPPY NATIONAL
PET MONTH

Did you know? You don’t need a pet to participate in Paws on Patrol. While the program is designed
with pet walkers in mind, anyone who enjoys walking or keeping an eye on their neighborhood can

join in. Paws on Patrol pet tags can also be attached to a keychain, making it easy for anyone to show
their dedication to the safety of their community.

May is National Pet Month — a
time to celebrate the pets who
bring companionship, joy, and
unconditional love to our lives
every day. 

It’s also a great reminder to
support responsible pet
ownership through regular
veterinary care, exercise,
training, and plenty of quality
time with our furry family
members. 



This is Molly. She is an 8-year-old Rottweiler. She and I
joined Paws on Patrol in the last 1-2 years. We joined
Paws on Patrol to keep an eye out for our neighbors, to
be a presence in the neighborhood, and to smile and say
hello to our neighbors. We wanted to make our daily
steps count! 

So far Molly and I have not reported any suspicious
activity, but we have alerted a few of our closest
neighbors that they left their car doors open or forgot to
close their garage doors overnight, as we tend to walk at
night. Fun facts about Molly, she is terrified of balloons
and foil.

                                                                  - Whitney M.

Frankie and AbigailIn the Spotlight!

Frankie and Abigail are our 9-year-old Black Domestic
Shorthair siblings and proud members of Paws on Patrol! 
We discovered Paws on Patrol 8 months ago through the
CCSO website and really liked the idea of incorporating
pets into neighborhood safety and security—something
that’s always been important to us. It’s a great way to stay
involved and connected with the community.

Since joining, we’ve helped report suspicious activity in our
area, including individuals riding motorcycles and ATVs
through nearby greenspace. We also played a role in
successfully advocating for the installation of a fence to
help improve safety in that space.

As shown in their photo, Frankie and Abigail love to be on
patrol at both the front and back of their household (and
not just for birds). My wife and I call them our Security
Panthers!
                                                                      - Jeff J.

Molly

To have your pet featured in the next edition,
send photos and info to:
CntySheriff.CommunityOutreach@clark.wa.gov.



Paws on Patrol is a volunteer program to encourage pet walkers to be more aware of their
surroundings, enhancing their personal safety while also contributing to a safer community.
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SURVEY RESULTS

What We Heard (and What We Can Do)
Pet tags: A few of you mentioned
needing a new tag—good news, I’ve got
extras! Just send your mailing address to
CntySheriff.CommunityOutreach@clark.
wa.gov and I’ll get one out to you. 
Newsletter: There’s interest in staying
more connected, so I’m aiming to have a
quarterly newsletter. 
Meet & greet: With 70% “yes” and 25%
“maybe,” it’s clear there’s strong interest.
We’ll plan for a summer 2027 gathering. 
Branded gear: Some suggested vests,
coats, or harnesses with the Paws on
Patrol logo. While it’s a great idea,
offering gear that fits the wide range of
pet sizes would be challenging.

By the Numbers (Fun Stats!)
Experience counts: 

39% have been with the program over
2 years 
51% joined within the past 1–2 years 

Tag usage: 
65% of pets wear their Paws on Patrol
tag 

How you found us: 
The CCSO website led the way at 28% 

Impact on awareness: 
60% say the program has increased
their personal safety awareness 
33% say it has somewhat increased
awareness 

 Community impact: 
32% have reported suspicious or
criminal activity since joining 
55% believe the program helps deter
crime in their neighborhood

Additional Suggestions You Shared
Several of you also offered thoughtful ideas
to improve communication and reporting:

 A request for the best way to report dog
owners who are not following leash
laws. 
Better identification when calling 311/911:
Interest in a system where members
could provide a “badge number” or
identifier so dispatch understands who
you are and your role in the program. 
Improved reporting/feedback options:
Some noted there isn’t currently an easy
or consistent way to report concerns or
share feedback. 
Online community space: A suggestion
to create a Facebook group or forum
where members can share walks,
discuss encounters, and post updates or
reports. 

These are all great ideas, and we’re
exploring what may be possible moving
forward. Your input helps shape the future
of Paws on Patrol, and we appreciate your
commitment to a safer community. More
updates coming soon!

Thanks to everyone who took a few minutes to complete the survey—we had a great turnout with
75 responses! Your feedback is genuinely helpful, and I wanted to share a snapshot of what we

learned (along with a few updates based on your suggestions).

https://clark.wa.gov/sheriff/paws-on-patrol
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PET SAFETY 
Summer Safety Tips

Even on a mild day, the temperature inside a parked car
can quickly rise to 100 degrees or more. Be kind and leave
your pets at home in warm weather!

How hot is the inside of your vehicle?
Leaving your pet in a hot car can lead to heat stroke,
suffocation, brain damage, and death. A slightly opened
window is not enough.
If you see an animal in distress inside a vehicle, immediately
call Animal Control at 564.397.2488 or 3-1-1 (non-
emergency). Note the make, model and license number and
go into the nearest place of business and ask that an
emergency announcement be made. Stay with the animal
until someone arrives.

Is it too hot for your pet's paws?
Check the asphalt before walking your pet. Press the back
of your hand to the asphalt. If you are unable to keep it
there for 5 seconds, then it is too hot for your pet’s feet.

If your pet is exposed to high temperatures:
Look for signs of heat stress: heavy panting, glazed eyes, a
rapid pulse, unsteadiness, a staggering gate, vomiting, or a
deep red or purple tongue.

If your pet is overheated:
1.Move your pet to a cooler area
2.Gradually lower temperature by sprinkling with cool

water
3.Place cool, wet towels on the back of its neck,

underarms, and groin area
4.Offer cool water to drink
5.Take your pet to your veterinarian immediately

Click here for Pet Safety
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Leash Laws
Here are leash laws dog owners should know before
packing up the favorite pooch and heading out.

Leash laws
Clark County requires dogs to be on a leash
(maximum 15 feet) in all public places, parks,
and trails within urban growth boundaries and
designated areas, unless in a specifically
marked off-leash area. 
Dogs may walk on a leash at many public
parks or trails. 
Exceptions:

Dogs are never allowed in the Klineline
Pond area of Salmon Creek Regional Park.
Dogs cannot be at the beach and
surrounding turf area of Vancouver Lake
Park between April 1 and October 31.
Dogs are not allowed to be off the leash at
any park or trail except in the four off-leash
dog parks listed below.

What can you do if you observe a leash law
violation?

Off-leash Dog Parks
Please review these rules before visiting a dog
park. These off-leash dog parks are managed
by DOGPAW.

Ike Memorial Dog Park in Hazel Dell
Northeast Ross Street at 15th Avenue near
Bonneville Power’s Ross Substation in
Vancouver’s Minnehaha neighborhood.

Dakota Memorial Dog Park at Pacific
Community Park
16303 N.E. 15th St., Vancouver.

Lucky Memorial Dog Park in Brush Prairie
Northeast 149th Street at 101st Place, west of
the Center for Agriculture, Science &
Environmental Education.

If you see a leash law violation, you can
report it to Clark County Animal Control by
calling 564-397-2488 or filing a report
online at Clark County Animal Control
Online Reporting.

Animal Control aims to follow up on all
reports, though off-leash violations tend to
be a lower priority during the busy
summer months.

While people can ask dog owners to leash
their pets, those conversations can
sometimes create unnecessary conflict, so
it’s generally not recommended.

Kane Memorial Dog Park in Hockinson
Meadows Community Park
10910 NE 172nd Ave., north of NE 99th
Street, Vancouver

https://clark.wa.gov/sheriff/paws-on-patrol
https://clarkcounty.progressivecloud.net/Petcomplaint/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://clarkcounty.progressivecloud.net/Petcomplaint/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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