~PROCLAMATION~

WHEREAS, through the Rita Corbin Burns Humanitarian Award, National Women’s Coalition Against Violence
& Exploitation NWCAVE) recognizes those who have overcome their own challenges to positively
impact and influence the lives of others; and

WHEREAS, this award is named for Rita Corbin Burns, NWCAVE’s co-founding advisor and major donor to
NWCAVE’s existence. A former educator, principal, administrator, pilot, volunteer, and domestic
violence survivor, Rita lost a decade-long battle with breast cancer in 2013, but despite her own
personal challenges, she was a brave leader in so many areas of her life and an example to others who
needed encouragement and support in difficult times; and

WHEREAS, NWCAVE honors Lisa Houser with the 2026 Rita Corbin Burns Humanitarian Award; and

WHEREAS, Lisa Houser, owner of the award-winning Utopia Salon for over twenty years here in Clark County,
WA, was a single-mother of two young daughters, a domestic violence survivor, has served on
numerous nonprofit boards and committees including years of chairing Relay for Life, and in
numerous other ways supported nonprofits with monetary support including NWCAVE, and now

owns Willow & Vine Retreat in Ridgefield as well; and

WHEREAS, Clark County, WA is proud of the many contributions Lisa has given to the community and
NWCAVE and has set an example of how to give back to those in her community;

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Clark County Council hereby proclaim and recognize

~ Lisa Houser, 2026 Rita Corbin Burns Humanitatian
Award Winner ~
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