
Clark County Homeless 
Response System Data 
Review



Agenda

• HMIS overview

• Point in Time Count

• Annual System Numbers 
Report

• Questions and discussion 
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Homeless Management Information 
System (HMIS)



Understanding HMIS:

• HMIS is the Homeless Management 
Information System

• A secure data system that helps communities 
coordinate services, understand homelessness, 
and improve housing outcomes

• All CoCs use HMIS to collect, study, and 
respond to homelessness

• 47 local providers input data

• Avoids duplication of services

• Increase coordination

• Understand system gaps
4



Point in Time County (PIT) Count
What is it, what can we learn, and what are the limitations? 



Point in Time Count
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• Nationwide 
• Annual or Biannual Count in January
• Required by Department of Housing 

and Urban Development (HUD)
• County wide count of everyone 

experiencing homelessness (HUD 
definition)

• Data collected from: 
• Outreach teams
• Schools
• Shelters
• Project Homeless Connect

• Last Count 1/29/26 
Source: HMIS, 2026 



By the Numbers: A Review of 2026 PIT Count 
Data

2026 Point in Time (PIT) Numbers:

Total Counted: 1,260

Sheltered: 601

Unsheltered: 659
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2025 Point in Time (PIT) Numbers:

Total Counted: 1,530

Sheltered: 788

Unsheltered: 742

What is Sheltered vs Unsheltered Homelessness? Sheltered homelessness refers to people 
staying in emergency shelters or transitional housing, while unsheltered homelessness refers 
to people staying in places not meant for human habitation, such as vehicles, tents, or 
outdoors. Both are considered "literally homeless" under HUD's definition.



By the numbers: Population Breakdown

Population 2026 Numbers 2025 Numbers Percentage 
change 

Chronic 367 439 15%

Seniors 66 133  50%

Families 173 149 16%

Youth 6 6 0%

Veterans 35 39 10%
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Chronic homelessness refers to people who have experienced long periods of homelessness 
or repeated episodes of homelessness while also living with a disabling condition, such as 
a physical disability, serious mental illness, or substance use disorder.



PIT Count – What does it tell us? 
What does it not tell us?  

What it DOES tell us: 

•Year to year fluctuations in homelessness on 
that date

•Population shifts
•Impact of funding shifts, increases, or 
reductions

•Smaller numbers, easier to understand

What it does NOT tell us: 

•One date in a year cannot help us understand 
trends on a system level

•Difficult to draw conclusions or make funding 
decisions based on limited data points

•Impacts to methodology 
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Annual Homeless Response 
System Numbers

What is it, what can we learn, and what are the limitations? 



Annual Homeless Response System Numbers: 
Understanding the Data

• Assessment of homelessness in Clark County

• Comprehensive count of everyone experiencing 
homelessness

• Data collected over entire year

• Most recent data released on July 8, 2026 (2025 
reporting year)
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Annual Homeless Response System: 
By the Numbers
2025 Numbers (January-December)

Total Counted: 8,202 individuals from 
3,830 households
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2024 Numbers  (January-December)

Total Counted: 8,894 individuals from 
3,804 households



Details in the Data:

• Numbers are a count of anyone who has 
experienced homelessness in the year

• Data collected by all partners using HMIS

• The numbers are deduplicated, someone 
experiencing multiple episodes of 
homelessness counted once

• For populations, keep in mind someone 
could fit in multiple categories and would 
be counted in each (i.e. Veteran & chronic)

Limitations include: 

• Self-report
13



Data Snapshot: Shelter Access
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Emergency shelter provides temporary, immediate housing for people experiencing 
homelessness. The term "shelter" is often used as shorthand for emergency shelter.



Data Snapshot: Housing Access
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Housing programs are designed to meet people where they are. Depending on an individual's 
needs, available options may include transitional housing, rapid re-housing, permanent supportive 
housing, affordable housing, and homelessness prevention or diversion services.



Data Snapshot: Diversion
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Diversion helps people experiencing 
a housing crisis quickly find safe 
alternatives to shelter through 
problem-solving, mediation, and 
connections to community resources.



Population Snapshot: Ages + Racial Disparities
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A Forecast for Clark County 

Affordability (WA State)

• In WA State, Fair Market Rent, 2-
bedroom apartment: $2,138

• Hours worked to afford 2-bedroom 
apartment at minimum wage: 99 
hours per week

• In WA State, Fair Market Rent, 1-
bedroom apartment: $1,792

• Hours worked to afford 1-
bedroom apartment at minimum 
wage: 83 hours per week

• Source: http://www.nlihc.org/oor
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Affordability (Clark County)

• In Clark County, Fair Market Rent, 2-
bedroom apartment: $1,997

• Hourly wage to afford a 2-bedroom 
apartment at 30% of AMI is $38.40 or 
annual salary of $79,880

• Full times jobs at minimum wage 
needed to afford a 2- bedroom: 2.3

• Source: http://www.nlihc.org/oor



Thank
you
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