
[[DATE]] 

The Honorable [SENATOR NAME] 
[OFFICE NUMBER] 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator [SENATOR NAME], 

[I/we] write today on behalf of [COUNTY/BOROUGH/PARISH NAME], [STATE NAME], where [I/we] 
administer federal elections for [NUMBER] registered voters across [NUMBER] precincts. [I/we] ask that 
you oppose the inclusion of SAVE America Act provisions in the FY 2027 National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) or in any reconciliation package, which would require this office to implement new federal 
registration requirements weeks before Election Day. 

[COUNTIES/BOROUGHS/PARISHES] are the level of government that actually runs elections. This office is 
responsible for maintaining voter registration records, preparing and testing voting equipment, printing 
and mailing ballots, recruiting and training poll workers, and staffing [NUMBER] polling locations on 
Election Day. That work is sequenced months in advance, and it is well underway for November 3. 

The SAVE America Act (H.R. 7296 / S. 3752) is now advancing along two tracks. The House-passed FY 
2027 NDAA (H.R. 8800) carries the full text of the bill, and separately, its provisions are under 
consideration for inclusion in a reconciliation package. The bill would take effect immediately upon 
passage, with no transition period. In this office, ballots have been proofed and sent to print, voting 
equipment has completed logic and accuracy testing, poll worker training is scheduled for [DATES], and 
military and overseas ballots must be transmitted by [DATE]. A new front-end citizenship verification 
requirement introduced now would require us to reopen work that is already complete, with no 
additional staff and no additional funding. 

The bill provides no dedicated federal funding for any of this. For [COUNTY/BOROUGH/PARISH NAME], 
we estimate implementation would cost approximately [$AMOUNT] for registration system 
reconfiguration, additional temporary staff, poll worker training, voter notification and legal review, 
against a total annual elections budget of [$AMOUNT]. Nationally, the National Association of Counties 
estimates the bill would add roughly $510 million per election cycle — 11.3 times all Help America Vote 
Act funding currently available ($45 million for FY 2026). 

The bill also imposes criminal penalties for registering an applicant who fails to present documentary 
proof of citizenship, without defining which election actors are liable, and requires officials in certain 
cases to determine whether an applicant has "sufficiently established" citizenship and sign an affidavit 
explaining that decision. We need [NUMBER] poll workers to open our polling locations in November. 
Nationally, 49.9 percent of counties report difficulty recruiting poll workers and 59.2 percent of poll 
workers are age 61 or older. We cannot ask temporary election workers to accept criminal exposure for 
a good-faith judgment made at a check-in table during a rush of voters, and we expect this provision 
would cost us workers we have already recruited. 



Our voters would face the same compressed timeline. Standard REAL ID-compliant driver's licenses do 
not uniformly establish citizenship; per the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, only enhanced 
driver's licenses do, and only five states issue them. Research highlighted by the Bipartisan Policy Center 
found that 9 percent of eligible voters lack or lack easy access to documentary proof of citizenship, 52 
percent lack an unexpired passport with their current legal name, and 11 percent cannot access their 
birth certificate. Applied to our [NUMBER] registered voters, that points to roughly [NUMBER] residents 
of this [COUNTY/BOROUGH/PARISH] who would need to produce records that take [TIMEFRAME] to 
obtain in [STATE NAME]. 

[I/we] respectfully ask that you oppose the inclusion of SAVE America Act provisions in the FY 2027 
NDAA and in any reconciliation package. Should Congress move forward with new federal election 
requirements, [I/we] ask that any such legislation provide sufficient and sustained funding to cover 
implementation at the county level, allow at least 18 to 24 months before requirements take effect, 
strike criminal penalties on election workers, and preserve flexibility for how individual states and 
[COUNTIES/BOROUGHS/PARISHES] administer elections. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. [I/we] would welcome the opportunity to walk your 
staff through our election operations, and would be glad to host a visit to this office before November. 
Should you have any further questions about what the SAVE America Act would mean for 
[COUNTY/BOROUGH/PARISH NAME], please do not hesitate to reach out. 

Sincerely, 


